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Russians reach 
new heights in 
the SETT 
- page 10 



Endurance visits 
frosty Paradise 
- pages 24-25 



T HE Royal Navy will 
continue to hold 
the right of the line 
into the second 
half of this century as 
bearer of Britain’s ultimate 
deterrent. 

The Government has 

l . i■>!:'ii:'ii11 \\} iKl-H Im 

Britain's nuclear missile force wish 
a future generation of submarines 
on constant vigilance defending 
the nation's- interests. 

From around 2022 a new 
breed of boats will begin patrols, 
continuing a constant watch which 
began with HMS Resolution in 
July lUbSj ar Least one ballistic 
nuclear missile subonioe is on 
patrol every day of the year. 

Four submarines arc planned 
to lake the plate of the existing 

quartet - Vanguard* Vigilant, 
Victorious and Vengeance - wish 
the cost of the boats* missile 
system, design and training 
estimated to be between £!5bn 
and £20bn. 

The four Vanguard boats, 
based at Faslane* mil begin 
decommissioning in the early 
2t>2£.3s. The Navy reckons it will 
take J 7 years to design,, build and 
introduce a replacement class of 
submarines into service, 

Whitehall is loath to extend Lhe 
existing hoars' Lifespans too much. 
‘Hie Fobiris-earrying Resolution- 
class boats served for between 
25 and 28 years* but became 
increasingly difficult to keep 
opercuionaLly-ready as they aged. 

As for the missile which is their 
mmn d'etre* the existing variant of 
the Trident will last until around 
2020 although the US Government 
intends to extend the life of the 
weapon until around 2042. 

As a result* Prime MinistcrTony 
Blair told Parliament, Britain had 
to begin making decisions now if it 
wanted its next-generation nuclear 
missile submarines on patrol by 
the early 2020s. 

The Government Sets out 
its case for the maintaining the 
nation's nuclear deterrent in a 
White Paper. 

On the nuclear war d*hortssm > 
Britain's nuclear deterrent 
accounts for less than one per cent 
of the global nuclear arsenal. 

Britain currently possesses 50 
Trident missiles (several have 
been used up in test firings) and 
fewer than 200 nuclear warheads 
(each misnile can carry multiple 
warheads and each submarine can 
carry up to 16 missiles). In die 
coming years, Britain will reduce 
its nuclear stockpile to fewer than 
160 warhead*. 

Mr Blair said the world was 
more uncertain than it was during 
the Cold War and that it was 
impossible to predict the enemies 
Britain _ might face in the next 
30 to 50 years* or co rule out a 
nuclear threat to Our existence or 
our interests. 

He stressed that Britain's 
nuclear arsenal was a defensive 

■ Conffnuetf on page 2 





Take flight on Vela 


/ A highline transfer on to the deck of HMS Ocean 
from a Sea King of 845 Naval Air Squadron during the Vela 
deployment to West Africa. Navy News focuses on the work 
of the Fleet Air Arm and Royal Fleet Auxiliary where new roles 
presented new challenges in the African adventure - pages 26 and 27 

Picture: LAfPhot} Ray donee* HMS Ocean 


ROYAL 

WAVY 


THE COUNTDOWN IS TICKING AS ASTUTE TAKES SHAPE IN BARROW-IN-FURNESS - PAGE 19 
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Fleet Focus 


WELCOME to the first month of 2007... which finds Ihe men and 
women of the Royal Navy no less active than die last month of the 
old year. 

Let us begin our panoramic sweep of RN activity with the 
unsung heroes of the hydrographic squadron whose ships are truly 
scattered to the ends of the earih. 

HMS Echo can be found conducting surveys in the South China 
Sea and visiting Hong Kong, Half a world away* HMS Enterprise 
has been paying her respects lo Commonwealth war dead in The 
Gambia [see page 4), Also in Africa is HMS Scott, which spent 
Christmas in Cape Town, 

At the other end of the thermometer scale, the Red Plum HMS 
Endurance has completed her second spell of surveying the waters 
of Antarctica and environs (see centre pages) while her crew have 
played one of the most southerly football matches in the RN's 
history; the lure of forlorn-looking goalposts in the Soulh Shetland 
Islands proved too great (see page 4&). 

Also shivering have been the ship's companies of destroyer HMS 
York end mine hunters Middleton and Atherstuns, 

Having toasted themselves in the Mediterranean lor much or the 
year, York's sailors were ordered to Higa to serve as a guardship 
during a NATO conference. Their efforts were rewarded with a visit 
from the PM [see oppose). 

Much of Middleton’s autumn was spent in the Baltic, also on 
NATO duties. However, as her deployment drew to a close, she 
headed for the Arctic Circle and the northern extremilies of Norway 
(see page T3). 

Alherstone also ventured into Norwegian waters (see opposite), 
albeit briefly, for engineering trials, almosl the final acl in a busy 
end-of-year programme for the ship. 

Her sister HMS Hurworth is back home in Portsmouth after 
extensive trials of her new sonar, trials which reached their climax 
in the Dardanelles (see page 5-). 

Under the waves, the ‘blue’ submarine HMS Torbay (she's testing 
a new coat of ‘invisible' paint) ventured to Gibraltar for exercises 
with HMS Kent. 

Kent herself has just completed a six-month deployment in the 
Gulf protecting Iraqis oil supplies; the deployment ended with a 
high-profile visit to Beirut on the way home [turn to page 4). 

Gulf guardian duties have been taken up by HMS Sutherland, 
which has just been joined in the region by HM Ships Ramsey and 1 
Blytti at the start of their three-year spell in Bahrain on Operation 
Aintree (see page 4). 

Hats off to RFA Wave Ruler and her Fleet Air Arm detachment 
who scored yet anolher victory in the war against drug barons in the 
Caribbean (see page 4). 

HMS Iron Duke's spell on drug-busting proved less fruitful, but 
the crew did enjoy some magical visits in the Indies before handing 
over lo their sister ship HMS Lancaster (seepage 3). 

300 Naval Air Squadron and 3 Commando Brigade continue 
to hear the burden of duties in Afghanistan [see oppose) although 
the jump jets fly back to Blighty shortly as their tour-ol-duty draws 
to a close. 

HMS Westminsters fascinating and varied tour of the Far East 
has finally come to an end, but not before the ship visited Brunei and 
Indonesia on the long passage home (see page 5). 

Fresh from refit HMS Ark Royal has been in the Channel on 
work-up with a cross-section of air power from the trusty Chinook 
to cutting-edge Hamer GR9s and Army Apache gunships (turn to 
page 10). 

And talking of cutting edge.. HMS Dauntless pins her sister 
Daring in the water for the first time this month. WeVe been 
to Glasgow to catch up with progress on the first two Type 45 
destroyers (see pages U and 15}- Also making giant strides is HMS 
Astute, the first of the new fleet of hunter-killer submarines. See 
how she's progressing towards her launch in June on page J9, 

And finally— perhaps the most poignant pictures this month come 
from the seabed of Soaps Flow, the last resting place of HMS Royal 
Dak. The sunken battleship has been the subject of an Incredibly- 
detailed survey by experts keen to monitor any deterioration of her 
hull. You can see the results of their worit on page 20, 



Whitehall looked at four possible replacements for the Vanguard boats and Trident system 


Silos were quickly ruled out as impractical 
on cost and scale grounds. Beyond being 
IL vulnerable to pre-emptive strikes, 
^ ijv such bases devour land the British 
Isles does not have. The 150-silo 
190th Space Wing at Frances E 
Warren Airbase in Wyoming, 
for example, covers an area 
one and a half times the size 
of Wales. 


The RAF bomber option, buying 
commercial airliners, such as Airbus, 
and converting them for military use, 
was rejectsd because the planes 
[ would have a short range 

“■ and be vulnerable to attack 

either on their bases or in 
the air. The cost would be 
more than double that of the 
submarine option. 


Strategic ballistic- 
m is sile-ca rrying 
Jr submarines (ESBNs) 
Iremain the cheapest 
and most effective way 
r of delivering the nation's 

m strategic deterrence. No Polaris 
or Trident boat on patrol has been 
detected by a hostile submarine in 
more than 33 years on watch, 


A ship-carried missile was also dismissed. For 
this option, throe 3Q,0OO-tonne vessels would 
be needed^ they would also require escorts and 
three Royal Fleet Auxiliary support ships on 
f hand. Although ihe surface deterrent plan 
would cost roughly the same as SSBNs, 
the ships would be easier to track 
- and hit - for potential enemies 
than submarines. 


Remaining at the vanguard 


ffi Continued from front page 

weapon, “the minimum deterrent necessary - we already have the 
smallest stockpile of nuclear warheads among the recognised 
nuclear weapon states”. 

The Prime Minister said there were '‘perfectly respectable 11 - 
arguments for no! renewing Britain's nuclear delerrent once Trident 
had run its course, but he did not subscribe to them. 

u The risk of giving up something that has been one of the j 
mainstays of our security since the war and doing so when the 
one certain thing about our world today is its uncertainty, is net 
a risk I feel we can responsibly take. Our independent nuclear 
delerrent is the ultimate insurance," hecontinued- 
IL The$e are not decisions a government takes lightly. We would 
not want to have available Ihe terrifying 


power of these weapons unless we believed that to 
be necessary to deter a future aggressor.” 

Defence Secretary Des Browne added: "We 
cannot rule out the possibility that at some point in 
the next 50 years Britain could face a new nuclear 
threat. 

■"To decide now to nin down our deterrent would 
be taking a huge gamble with Britain's future 
security - a gamble I am net prepared to take. 1 * 

For reasons of national prestige, security and 
employment, the replacement nuclear boats will be 
built in the UK. They are anticipated to uphold the 
right of the line until beyond 2050. 


# HMS Vigilant departs the Clyde on patrol 
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York’s BZ 
from PM 

TONY Blair thanked the sailors 
of HM$ York for their efforts to 
rescue Britons from war-torn 
Lebanon when he visited the 
destroyer in the Baltic. 

York's ship's company seized 
the opportunity of a visit by 
the Prime Minister to recount 
their part in the evacuation 
of civilians from Beirut last 
summer. 

York made two passages to 
the Lebanese capital to rescue 
civilians as the conflict between 
Hezbollah and Israel worsened. 

In doing so she ferried more 
than 500 people to safety in 
Cyprus; the RN in total saved 
4,400 people during Operation 
Highbrow. 

It was this combined effort 
end their role in it that sailors 
impressed upon Mr Blair, who 
was visiting the destroyer 
in Riga accompanied by his 
Latvian counterpart Aigars 
Kalvitis. 

The PMi expressed his 
"warm thanks for all Ihe very 
good work the ship did in the 
Lebanon' 1 . 

After spending the bulk of her 
time away from the UK in the 
eastern Mediterranean, York 
was ordered to hotfoot to the 
Baltic to continue her security 
mission - this time to safeguard 
26 NATO leaders. 

They were conferring in 
the Latvian capital to discuss 
future policy by NATO forces; 
a major security mission, the 
very originally titled Operation 
Peaceful Summit, swung into 
action to ensure terrorists did 
not d isre pt the tal ks. 

York Joined USS Monterey 
(the NATO flagship) and Latvian 
naval forces in providing 
security at sea for the summit 
- the destroyer's fourth 
peacekeeping mission in five 
months. 

She left Portsmouth in May 
originally to work with NATO 
units in the Mediterranean on 
Operation Active Endeavour, 
part of the global war against 
terrorism. 

After that oame Highbrow 
and then York remained off the 
Lebanon on Operation Jina with 
ships from Italy, France and 
Greece to help the Lebanese 
government secure their 
shores. 

By the time the ship loft 
Beirut for the Baltic she had 
challenged more than 1 p 000 
vessels approaching Lebanese 
waters in company with Allied 
warships. 

H Mr Blair was very impressed 
by the many first-hand 
accounts of the great efforts 
made by the crew during 
Operation Highbrow, It's a 
tribute lo the professionalism 
of my ship's company and 
the RN that so many people 
took the trouble to send cards 
and letters of thanks to those 
involved,” said York’s CO Cdr 
Tim Qryer. 

“The success of the NATO 
summit depended on the 
security ol the heads of state 
taking part." 

York's seven-month tour 
of duty finally ended ten days 
before Christmas, 

Med for the 
Fighting G 

THE beginning uf 2007 
find* thi; Fighring G fighting 
terrorism on NATO duties in the 
Me dire tram: an. 

HMS Gloucester has begun 
a relatively short deployment 
as part of Operation Active 
Endeavour, keeping tabs on 
all merchant shipping moving 
around the Mcd- 

The Portsmouth-based 
destroyer picks up the gauntlet 
left by sister HMS York, whose 
seven-month stint with NATO 
has now ended (see above). 

Unlike die crews of HlM Ships 
Ramsey and Blytb, the men and 
women of Gloucester found the 
Bay of Biseay to be its usual 
angry self with plates smashed 
about and several green faces 
among the sailors. 



* Hare force one... A Lynx of the Operational Evaluation Unit unleashes a tiurry of decoys during Two weeks of trials at the Abcrporth ranges In western Wales, where 
scientists from the research firm QinetiQ collected a senes of readings. During the fortnight at the ranges near Cardigan, the QEU fired ten Sea Skua anti-ship missiles at 
static and moving targets 

Picture: LA(Phot) Gaz Armes, RNAS Yeovilton 


Bowed but undaunted 


FOR the second time since 
assuming the burden of 
operations in Afghanistan, 
Royal Marines have 
bade farewell to a fallen 
comrade, 

Mnc Jonathan Wigjey of Zulu 
Company, 45 Commando* was 
mortally wounded by 'friendly 
flrc h from. Allied air support a^ 
Royal Marines and the Light 
Dragoons Swept through the town 
ofGarmshir, Helm and province. 

The 21-year-old was flown 
to the held hospital at British 
headquarters in Camp Bastion, 
but surgeons were unable to save 
him. 

Another Royal was seriously 
iniured during the operation- 

Gollcagues described Mnc 
Wtglcy as a ^fanlasde character”* 
likeable, devoted to the Corps and 
devoted to fitness - he cycled into 
45 Cclo^s base in Arbroath daily, 

'"Jonathan was an outstanding 
young Royal Marine whose 
tenacity, determination and 
professionalism shone through in 
everything he did," said Lt Col 
Dunean Dewar, 4Ts Commanding 
Officer. 

'"Extremely popular, with a 
lively sense of humour, he was 
very highly thought of by everyone 
w r ho worked with him." 

Initial reports suggest the 
marine was the victim of Allied 
air power* called in to support the 
thrust into Garmshin 

“Having been present during 
the whole of the contact in the bri¬ 
gade's operations room, we would 
have lost a lot more if it had not 
been for tile incredibly brave fly¬ 
ing that day by all the pilots," said 
Lt Col Andy Price of 3 Cdo Bdc 
Headquarters. 

More than 3 S QOO RN personnel 
Royal Marines, Fleet Air 
Arm crew* medic** engineers* 
logisticians and more - are 
deployed lo Afghanintan as part of 
the Allied mission to stabilise the 
country. 



# A Royal Marine sniper scans the area around Now Zad as an 
81mm illume flare lights up the terrain 

Fatima: PO iPhol) Sean Clee, 3 Cde Bde 


Mne Wig ley is the second 
fatal ity suffered by the Corps since 
arriving in theatre in October; 
Mnc Gary Wright* al*o of 45 C dn 7 
was killed by a suicide bomb in 
mid-October. 

Insurgent activity in Afghanistan 
was sporadic as 2006 drew lo a 
close. 

When the Taliban attacked the 
Royals they did so without regard 
fur the lives of ordinary Afghans. 

The fundamentalists detonated 
a bomb as a Commando convoy 
passed through a crowded street 
in Kandahar. 

The blast wrecked a Land 
Rover wounded three green berets 
and killed two locals. 


Despite Such losses, there 
have been encouraging nigns of 
progress made to improve the lot 
of ordinary Afghans. 

The principal hospital in 
lasbkar Gar* llelmand'h capital, 
lias been renovated, more than a 
dozen healthcare clinics built, and 
in excess of 300 wells dug as pfirt 
of a £2. 5m aid package- 

4 *Wc all believe in what we arc 
doing and know we are making 
a real difference to the local 
populaiion n " said Lt Col Price. 

'"The Taliban alternative is 
not something many wish to 
contemplate. It never ceases to 
amaze us what little regard the 
Taliban have for the locals.” 


# ‘Highly thought of'.., Mne 
Jonathan Wigley killed during an 
operation to noof ouf fhe Taliban 
in souThem Afghanistan 


Away days 
for Crazy A 

MINEHUNTER HMS Athersione 
head ed into the fjords to test 
her engines* just one facet of 
a varied end to 2006 for the 
Crazy A. 

A busy six weeks away from 
home in Portsmouth began 
with Exercise Neptune Warrior 
(the new name for th e tried and 
tested Joint Maritime Course) 
in the Inner and Outer Hebrides 
with the appropriate Scottish 
weather for the occasion (fhaf 
wouid be we? and windy - 

A sizeable international force 
had been mustered for Neptune 
Warrior, including ships from 
the U-SA, Spain, Germany, 
Greece, Turkey, Norway and 
Denmark, plus RAF and British 
Army units. 

Athersione was charged 
with sweeping the lochs free of 
mines so larger warships and 
auxiliaries could pass safely. 

Once Neptune Warrior had 
passed, the Crazy A remained 
in Scottish waters initially to 
work with HMS Walney and 
Shoreham on mine warfare 
training around the isle of Arran,. 

Then il was up Ihe Clyde 
for a four-day visit to Glasgow 
(allowing most of the sailors 
their first glimpse of HMS 
Daring sat in dry dock and 
HMS Dauntless sat on a 
slipway) which coincided 
with Remembrance Sunday 
commemorations. 

Having enjoyed the 
hospitality of the Scottish city, 
Atherstone turned around and 
headed back down the Clyde 
then via the Inner Leads to 
Cape Wrath and across the 
tip of Scotland to Stavanger in 
Norway. 

The Norwegian port is 
located next to NATO ranges 
which stretch up the fjords and 
allow an excellent environment 
for engineering tests. 

The lumpy autumn weather 
returned as the Hum-class 
min shunter left Norway for 
home before a final spell of 
trials in the Channel ahead of 
Christmas leave. 
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Oh we do like 
to be beside 
the Tayside 

AFTER a long time away, HMS 
Montrobf returned io the town 
which bears her name. 

Tile ship herself Couldn’t 
physically do it, but her company 
could during a tour-day stay in 
Scotland. 

Problems with the jetty 
previously used by the 
Devnnport-bascd Type 23 in 
Montrose meant the ship berthed 
instead at King George V Wharf 
in Dundee. 

Then il was up the coast to 
Montrose for a mix of official 
engagements* sporting clashes 
and mingling wifh the Local 
populace. 

Visited among others were: 
Dundee Sea Cadets at TS 
Duncan . Queen Victoria School 
in Dunblane and Roscmount 
Primary in Montrose, plus die 
town's Royal British Ijcgion and 
Riding Ibr die Disabled. 

The football and rugby teams 
grappled with former pupils of 
Morgan’s Academy, while the 
hockey side picked up sticks to 
take on Dundee Wanderers, 

On Remembrance Sunday, the 
ship’s company could be found 
dispersed across Tayside, laying 
wreaths in Montrose > Dundee 
and Forfar. 

After Christmas leave at 
home in Devonpori, tile frigate 
departs shortly for a seven- 
month spell with NATO in the 
Mediterranean. 

Enterprise on 
show in Africa 

HMS ENTERPRISE took time 
out from survey work along the 
West African coast to pay her 
respects at the graves of British 
and Commonwealth victims of 
World War 2, 

The ship carried out a small 
harbour survey at Banjul in 
the Gambia for the local port 
authority. 

While there the Commanding 
Officer, Cdr David Robertson, 
laid a wreath on behalf of the 
Royal Navy and Merchant 
Navy at the National Cenotaph 
in a service led by the Vice 
President of Gambia, Mrs 
isatou N[ie-Saidy. 

A party from the ship later 
visited Fajara, where there are 
203 burials from World War 2 
- 122 West Africans serving in 
the Royal West African Frontier 
Force, 63 British and Hie 
remaining 16 from other allied 
nations, 

A total of 29 sailors from 
Enterprise attended the 
ceremony in temperatures 
exceeding 35C - the remaining 
20 members of the ship's 
company were either on duty or 
continuing with survey work. 


Natural 
hurdles for 
Aintree 

IT'S raft for Neptune to behave 
as m ari nets cross the Ray of 
Biscay. 

So the crews of Her Majesty's 
Ships BLyth and Ramsey were 
delighted that ihe crossing of thal 
notorious stretch of water was 
remarkably eh under-free. 

Sadly for the 70 sailors, 
Neptune was Ln a bit of a mood as 
they sailed through the Irish Sea 
at the beginning of a three-year 
tour of duty by ihe two Sandown- 
class mine countermeasures 
vessels. 

The duo will be away from 
home on ihe Clyde until the 
end of 2009 their crews will be 
rotated, but the ships themselves 
will remain in Lhe Gulf for three 
years on mine-clearance duties 
and exercises with Allied navies, 

A two-week pae kage of training 
tor Blytb and Ramsey was 
arranged in Scottish waters before 
they departed Campbeltown at 
the beginning of their marathon 
deployment. 

Barely had the pair left the 
shelter of the Scottish inlets than 
they were buffeted by 40mph 
winds, a heavy swell and high seas 
(promptly denuding supplies of 
seasickness, tablets.). 

Waters were supposed to be 
rather calmer (and warmer) in 
Lisbon, the first port of call. 

So much for theory. Practice 
dictated torrential rain, strong 
winds, a K pca souper' of a fog: 
which meant a one-day visit to 
the Portuguese capital turned into 
three days. 

Upon leaving Lisbon (once 
the weather had cleared) sailors 
perfected their close-protection 
drills ensuring they could deal 
with the terrorist or piratical 
threats at 'choke points" such as 
the Suez Canal or the Horn of 
Africa. 

After further port visits 
(including Calgiari in Sardinia, 
Soudha Bay in Crete and a pit- 
stop at Limassol in Cyprus)* the 
two ships - codenamed Force 
Aintree - arrived in their new 
home of Bahrain at the end of a 
six-week transit. 


Kent 


LESS than six months after the RN was 
at the heart of rescue operations in Beirut 
as the Hezbollah-lsraeli conflict raged, 
HMS Kent sailed into the Lebanese 
capital to an incredibly warn welcome. 

As Kent berthed, the local media 
were waiting to clamber aboard tor a 
press conference, duly held in the ship's 
hangar 

dl Qn walking into the conference, the 
GO Cdr Gavin Pritchard was greeted by 
a scene more reminiscent of a Hollywood 
Oscar ceremony than an operational 
warship as the local paparazzi^ 
flashlights lit up the hangar, 1 ’ said Marine 
Engineer Officer Lt Cdr Mike Thompson. 

'The conference was a resounding 


success with the ship's photograph on 
the cover of all the national Lebanese 
newspapers the fo!lowing day-and Kent 
was also featured on national TV news." 

Some crew made a bee-line for the 
archaeological site of By bios,, north of 
Beirut a city with a 7 K 000-year history, 
ruled at one time or other by the 
Phoenicians, Egyptians, Greeks, Romans 
and Turks. 

Kent’s football team suffered only 
its second defeat of the deployment, 
beaten 6-3 by a Lebanese Military side 
at the national stadium. 

On sailing from Beirut, the ship was 
invited to take part in a passage exercise 
(PA5SEX) with units from the Lebanese 


Navy (pictured here}. 

Personnel were exchanged to swap 
thoughts on flreTighting? and damage 
control training. 

The Ship's Lynx helicopter flew a sortie 
to conduct some winching training and 
capture a photographic memory of this 
historic moment. 

So that’s another destination chalked 
off in the Rough Guide by Kent. Already 
visited by the ship on this deployment 
have been Malta, Bahrain, Kuwait, Dubai, 
Muscat and Mumbai, 

Kent was relieved in Salalah, Oman, 
by her sister HMS Sutherland (which was 
away over Christmas)' she arrived home 
in Portsmouth in time for Yuletide. 


A billion reasons 
to be grateful 


Britain** Merchant Fleet. 

Experts have pored over three 
decades of statistics of life, or 
rather death, at sea and concluded 
that the fatal accident rate in the 
RFA is considerably lower chan its 
civilian counterpart. 

Between 1976 and 2005 s 19 
Royal Fleet Auxiliary sailors have 
died in work-related accidents 
(that's discounting deaths in war, 
such as the Falkland*} or while on 
duty but not necessarily on their 
ship (such as being knocked down 
during a port visit). 


TANKER Wave Ruler 
bagged yet another drug 
runner on her Caribbean 
deployment bringing her 
haul in the autumn of 2006 
to almost £1bn. 

In excess of 11 tonnes of 
cocaine have never reached these 
shores thanks to the efforts of the 
RFA 1 * crew, her Fleet Air Arm 
detachment and US anti-drug 
agencies. 

The latent ship to fall victim 
to Ruler’s vigilance was the 
Venezuelan fashing buaL Oliani 1, 
caught in a dawn raid- 

The 70ft boat was found by 
the tanker 1 * Lynx helicopter 
around 620 nautical mile* north¬ 
east of Barbadoh a good 1^400 
miles from her home port of Las 
Piedms. 

The fishing boat'* crew ignored 
calls on the radio to stop, so the 
craft was boarded by a detachment 
of US Coast Guard officers serving 
on Wave Ruler. 

TTie holds, as the officers 
expected, were filled not with fish 
but bales of cocaine — 2.9 tonnes 
in alk with an estimated street 
value of £ \ 74m. 

“This is another successful 
seizure of a large amount of 
cocaine that was more than likely 
heading for Europe” said Capl 
Dale Worthington RFA, Wave 
Ruler’s CO. 

“I’m proud that we have yet 
again helped to stem the ffow of 
this destructive drug on to our 
streets-* 

Oliani J'S Crew were arrested 
and subsequently handed over to 
the authorities in Venezuela, as 
well as the contraband. 

In Septembers five tonnes of 
cocaine were seized from the 
biasing wreck of the Donna Marie 
and last month we reported the 
capture of a further three tonnes of 
the drug from the motorboat Miss 
Edith H. Those seizures by Wave 
Ruler were estimated to have cost 
the traffickers around £8O0in. 

51 LI FE in the Royal Fleet Auxiliary 
is four times safer than the rest of 
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• Wave fleer's Lynx hovers over the Oliani I as her HfB doses in on the drug smugglers 


According to statistics compiled 
by Dr Stephen Roberts Britain’s 
foremost authority on work- 
related deaths of the School of 
Medicine at Swansea University* 
for every 100,000 RFA sailors 
{there arc actually just of 

them in reality) there are nine fatal 
accidents at work. 

For Britain** Merchant Fleet,, 
that figure is 35. The UK’s 
merchant marine remains among 
the safest in the world; figures 
in some of the less-regulated 
commercial fleets are as high a* 
130 deaths per 100,000 sailors. 

Equally encouraging for the 


RFA is that it* safety record has 
dramatically improved in the past 
decade (there have been just rwo 
fatal accidents since 1996). 

T'm delighted that this 
independent study lias shown tliat 
the working environment on hoard 
a Royal Fleet Auxiliary ship is a 
safe one - it’s the professionalism, 
diligence and work ethic of my 
people that creates this, 1 * said 
Commodore RFA Cdrc Bab 
Thornton. 

The study looked at all UK- 
registered merchant ships (not 
including the Isle of Man, 
or overseas registries such as 


Bermuda and Gibraltar). 

iL The low fatal accident rates 
in the Royal Fleer Auxiliary arc 
probably a resulL of belter training 
and career paths for seafarers, a 
lower turnover of personnel* a 
higher retention of skills, as well 
as better maintained ships with 
higher manning lewis than in 
merchant shipping/ 1 Dr Roberts 
concluded. 

Across the employment 
spectrum* merchant seafaring 
remains the second most 
dangerous occupation (fishing* 
of the trawler variety, is the most 
hazardous profession). 


‘Oscar night’ for 
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Sabre sails 


to Morocco 


characters was added to brighten 
up the stays of sick youngsters. 

Then it was on to Jakarta, which 
meant crossing the equator. 

Cue elaborate ceremony on 
the flight deck with more than 
100 sailors making Neptune"? 
acquaintance (aided by a merry 
band of policemen and bears). 

The WOr and CPOs' mess 
went to great lengths to make the 
occasion memorable! building a 
rotating platform with hippable' 
chair to dunk the uninitiated into 
a large vat of water. 

Jakarta proved equally memo- 
rablc- 

Thu Type 23 frigate was 
serenaded into port, greeted by 
the band of the Indonesian Navy 
and traditional dancers (who Iried 
to persuade CO Cdr David Fields 
to ioin them). 

The visit to Indonesia was a 
high-profile one, hosting British 
and Malaysian VIPs, business 


leaders, and senior naval officers, 
Westminster's Royal Marines 
boarding party worked with 
their Indonesian counterparts to 
demonstrate the art of countcr- 
terrorisii'pLracy operations. 

Plenty of downtime was afford¬ 
ed the ISO sailors in Jakarta 
including whitewater rafting, vol¬ 
cano climbing and a CES enrer- 
tainment show 1 in a plush hotel. 

Apart from the (very unlucky) 
duty watch the entire ship's com¬ 
pany was bussed to a hotel where 
food, dancing, a live band and a 
comedian had been laid on for the 
sailor? - shipped out from the UK 
for the occasion. 

Sadly, Jakarta had to be left 
behind and for two weeks the frig* 
ate headed west across the Indian 
Ocean. 

She made brief stops in Jeddah 
(Saudi Arabia), Alexandria: and 
Barcelona* before arriving home 
in Portsmouth for Christmas. 


FAST patrol boat HMS Sabre 
loft ths confines of Gibraltarian 
watere to speed across the 
strait separating Europe 
from Africa for a rare foreign 
excursion. 

Sabre was invited to 
Tangier in Morocco to take 
part in a weekend of French 
commemorations to honour 
those killed in World War 2, 

In 1&42, Morocco was 
the scene of the first major 
Allied amphibious operation, 
codenamed Torch, Intended 
to drive the Axis forces out of 
North Africa. 

After the fall of France in 
June 1940, the North African 
colony came under the rule 
of the Vichy regime which 
collaborated with ihe Nazis. 

ln November 1942 the Allies 
struck back with Operation 
Torch, an invasion planned from 
the tunnels bored out in the 
Rock of Gibraltar, 

And so it was that 64 years 
later. Sabre and sailors based 
in the British colony were asked 
across the Strait of Gibraltar 
to take part in memorial 
ceremonies, 

French dead are honoured 
at the Monument bux Mart 
(memorial to the dead)' British 
and Commonwealth dead from 
Torch are buried in the grounds 
of Si Andrew's Church. 

It was there that Lt Toby 
Waite, Sabre's CO, laid a 
wreath on behalf of his RN 
comrades, followed by Surg 
Cdr Martin Randle of the Royal 
Naval Hospital Gibraltar on 
hehalf of the Commander of 
British Forces on the Rock, 

Cdre Allan Adair. 

Normally Sabre and her 
sister Scimitar - the two boats 
comprise the core of the 
Gibraltar Patrol Boat Squadron 
- ensure the waters around 
the Rock are safe for British 
warships, submarines and 
auxiliaries: they also take part in 
exercises with British forces. 


HLRIf is proof that the elaborate 
ceremony pf "crossing the linc p re¬ 
main? a lavi&h affair., provided by 
the good men and women of HMS 
Westminster between Brunei and 
Indonesia. 

\V ; c last caught up with the 
'capital ship’ in China (visiting 
the Great Wall]; since then ?he has 
begun the long journey home to 
Portsmouth, 

First stop was Muara in 
Brunei, where the sporty types 
made straight for the home of the 
Gurkha regiment stationed in the 
country. 

The heat (and perhaps a recep¬ 
tion the night before) cook its toll 
on the sailor? on Ehc rugby and 
football pitches, but especially on 
[he golf course^ where they were 
roundly beaten- 

Those artistically minded 
headed for a disabled community 
centre and a hospital children's 
ward, where a mural of Disney 


HALLOWED sands of 
modern and ancient 
history were the 
destination for the 
sailors of HMS Hurworth 
as their Mediterranean 
deployment reached its 
climax. 

The For tkmuuLh-based warship 
spent three weeks in the Turkish 
port of Canakkale in the latest Lest 
for her new 21 3 sonar kit. 

A dozen mice warfare ships 
from six Allied nations gathered 
in nearby Saros Bay where 40 
ground and tethered mine? bud 
been laid for the force to find (or 
not) during the imaginatively- 
tirled Turkish Mincx Oft. 

To add to the Tun 1 of the 
exercise* the Turkinh Armed 
Force? threw FIG jets an the task 
group* as well as helicopters and 
fast attack craft ro keep the sailors 
on iheir toes. 

Canakkalc is hallowed ground 
for the RN. In sight of the town 
- then known a? Ghanak - l,t 
Norman Holbrook earned the 
Silent Service's first VG after 
torpedoing a Turkish battleship. 
The town was also subjected to 
shellfire from the guns of HMS 
Queen Elizabeth during the ill- 
fated Gallipoli campaign. 

Jl was to die battlefields of 
Gallipoli that many of the ship 1 ? 
company headed to pay their 
respects. Others headed for the 
ruins of Troy (and, unsurprisingly, 
returned to the ship with small 
wooden horses). 

Canakkale was the last port 
of call for Hurworth on NATO 


duties, so there was a traditional 
farewell lot her as she broke ofT 
from her Allied friends. 

She conducted a dose sailpast of 
the other NATO cruft, exchanging 
pleasantries as she did so - *cggs* 
tomatoes* bread rolls, toilet rolls, 
basically anything which will make 
a colourful splat on the other 
ship " explained navigator Lt Turn 

McPhaiL 

Leaving Canakkale, Hurworth 
began the long (and slow) journey 
west back to Fompey. 

That lengthy journey home was 
made shorter thanks to a short cut 
through the famous Corinth Canal 
(which save? a 250-mile journey 
around the Feleponnese). 

The canal makes the journey 

shorter, but also more stressful, 
Lt McPhaiL and Coxswain James 
Smith expertly guided Hurworth 
down the three-mile-long waterway 
with I Sfr clearance on each side of 
tile ship. 

Upon leaving the Med, 
Hurworth sailed up the Gironde 
for four day? in Bordeaux. 

TTic visit coincided with the 
64 th anniversary of Operation 
Frankton, the raid on German 
blockade-runners in Bordeaux led 
by men more commonly known as 
the Cockleshell Heroes. 

Sailors laid a wreath at St Vivien 
de Mednc close to rbc mouth of 
the Gironde, where two pairs of 
raiders hid on the first night of 
the mission. 

They also attended a service of 
remembrance at Chateau Magnol 
in Bhmquefort, the former 
headquarters of the Kriegsmarine 
where two of the raider? were 
executed. 


i A quiet moment For HMS Hurworth during her visit to toe Dardanelles 
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COMMENT 


Opinion 


UK role on a 
world stage 

AS IT has done for the majority of its distinguished 
existence, the Royal Navy will hold the right of the line 
into the second half of the 21 st Century, 

Such is the intention of Whitehall: the Navy will 
continue to bear the nation's ultimate deterrent with a 
new generation of strategic missile-carrying subma¬ 
rines. 

It is a duty the Navy has performed constantly since 
the summer of 1968 first with Polaris, today with Trident, 
most definitely unseen h invariably unsung. 

The plan to replace the existing quartet of ballistic 
missile submarines was always going to be controversial 
on moral and financial grounds, let alone military ones. 

In the Silent Service, understandably, there is, if not 
delight, then satisfaction at the intention to build a new 
fleet of boats, it has proved its case on professional 
and financial grounds; submarines remain the cheapest, 
safest and most effective way of delivering Britain's 
nuclear deterrent 

Yet in the surface fleet, equally understandably, there 
is some twitchiness. £l 5 bn-£ 2 Qbn could buy a potent 
force of carriers, frigates and destroyers. 

The nuclear deterrent must not be a millstone around 
the Navy's neck. Investment in the successor to Trident 
cannot come at the expense of the rest of the Fleet. 

Underlying the decision to replace Trident, however is 
a much wider debate about Britain's national identity. 

We rather tike the fact we remain a ‘great power', one 
of the countries people look to, aspire to emulate. No 
longer an empire, we can at least claim to be a major 
player on the world stage. 

To bow out of the nuclear 'dub 1 would probably 
reduce us to the part of a bit player Deep down 1 if the 
truth be told, few Brits would be willing to accept such 
a blow to national prestige. 

For a day, perhaps two, the Trident issue dominated 
the headlines. And then, like the boats which bear our 
ultimate insurance policy daily it disappeared. 

Funding for schools, global warming, a tornado in 
north London (which injured a whole six people) nudged 
Trident off the media radar. 

Perhaps we 1 re not yet ready for that debate on 
Britain's global standing. 

Navy keeps 
its cool 

SAILORS in HMS Sultan have helped cut energy con¬ 
sumption by nearly 15 per cent this year by a few sen¬ 
sible measures - turning down the heating at weekends 
and making sure equipment is switched off overnight. 

HMS Colling wood, another training establishment, 
has saved nearly £3,000 a day by delaying switching on 
its heating. 

One of our tabloid newspapers blasted the skinflint 
Navy for making “our boys'' in Col ling wood suffer in the 
biting cold, 

Wavy News begs to differ. From where we sit, in our fas 
yet unheatedj offices, the advice from HMS Celling wood 
- u wear warmer clothing and use blankets where appro¬ 
priate' 1 seems a model of common sense. 

To save heating bills, not to mention the planet, the 
Navy's lead should be adopted nationwide. 

Then we would see an end to tropical offices where 
staff sit in their shirtsleeves in the middle of winter, and 
to shops which pour out heat through their open doors 
onto the pavements. 

As for ratings "freezing" in what has been one of the 
warmest autumns on record, we feel sure our Arctic 
veterans would have something to say about that,,. 

The views expressed In Navy News do not necessarily reflect 
those of the Ministry of Defence 


NAVYNEWS 


Leviathan Block 
HMS Nelson 
Portsmouth 
POI 3HH 

Editorial 

Editor: 

Sarah Fletcher 

Deputy Editor: 

Mike Gray 

Assistant Editors? 

Richard Hargreaves 
Helen Craven 
023 9229 4228 
^9380 24163 {Mil} 

Fax 023 9283 8845 
e-mail:: edil@navynewsxo.uk 


No.630 
53rd year 

Business 

Switchboard 023 9282 6040 
Accounts 023 9272 0686 
Advertising 023 9272 5062 or 
023 9275 6951 
e-mail: advertising^ 
navynews.co.uk 
Distribution 623 9272 5136 
Subscriptions 023 9273 4448 
e-mail: subscriptions® 
navynewsxo.uk 
Fax 023 9283 0149 
e-mail: enquiries® 
navynewsxo.uk 



• A distinct lack of reading material tor Royal Marine $ from 42 Commando in Afghanistan 

ncELnu: LAfPhol; Gnr Faulkner 

Don’t call us 
sailors 


HELLO from 42 Commando Royal Marines, 
Sangfn* Helmand province* Afghanistan. 

1 "here's. only sin many rimes you can read FHM 
and jViitij iris grind in gcr a change mad read Noqy 
jY tWtr 

1 think the RN i% trying to cash in on the RM's 
success by including us. 

In tiii review of John Parker's book on Royal 
Marine Commandos The Inside Story of o Force for the 
Future-, Richard Hargreaves u&ed ihe Line “ii history of 
ihe RN's elite soldi erAailors.” 

The RM Commandos have never and shall never 
be ‘sailors' and we certainly don't come under an 
RN title. 

I'm vure the author is aware of the Corps' history 
- if not* maybe he should read the book again! 

As I write this* on the Corps" birthday* October 
28, I'm sure there would be many Marines turning 


in their graves to be referred to A* RN soldier,■■sailors! 
Sailors join the Navy* soldiers join the Army and 
Marines. 

Correct me if I'm wrong, but the RM was formed 
from Army units 342 years ago. If Richard would like 
to apologise to the R.M readers I'm sure he would 
he forgiven. 

hailing rhar* If anyone wants to write tn us our here 
then L dig 7 nut! 

7 Troop L Company. 42 CDO RM, 
Op Herrick. BFPO 792 
Last time we looked the Royal Marines were stiff pad 
of the Royal Nava! service with an Admiral at the 
top - and as we tel her tike them , we intend to keep 
writing about them. 

Richard js planning to visit 42 Cdo RM this year, 
so the lads of 7Tp Coy may have a chance to put 
their point in person. 



• An Army Auster on the deck of HMS Ocean on Palestine patrof. 
The photo was taken by Rodney Beech r of Horncastle , who died 
in January i 


Birth of a nation 


Is this a 
record? 

THIS h how we joined HMS Car¬ 
digan Bay - from November 1956 
to January 1957. 

\Ve left Stansted on a Hermes 
aircraft for Mombasa, with over¬ 
night stops in Algiers* Kano and 
Stanleyville. 

Crossing the equator, Neptune 
came on board and dealt with all 
ihose who had not Crossed the 
tine before. 

In .Mombasa we took over HMS 
Crane and sailed for Singapore via 
Trincomalee. At Singapore* we 
transferred to Cardigan Ray under 
ihe command of Capt Roberts* 
captain 3rd Frigate Squadron. 

Is this ihe longest joining 
routine* or docs someone know a 
longer one? 

P J Ward, Cam* Dursley* 
Gloucestershire 

Catherine 
the Great’s 
Scot 

TALLINN in Estonia has fea- 
inrcd in the 1 mi two editions of 
jV<rvy Netvtt with the Royal visit to 
the Baltic state and the three 
Sandowns being sold to Estonia- 

Your readers might like to know 
that when I visited Tallinn in June 
I saw the tomb of a former British 
Navy man who transferred to the 
Russian Navy, 

Samuel Greig, originally tom 
Inverkei thing {along the road 
from Rosyth), was a highly hon¬ 
oured and decorated Admiral to 
Catherine the Great. 

A few years ago the Russian n aval 
authorities visited [iLverfceithing 
and presented a plaque in his 
honour. 

- Jim Jarvie, Dunfermline 


ON May 14 1948* I was serving 
in the carrier HMS Ocean and we 
were anchored outside the port of 
Haifa* Palestine. 

At 11.15pm the cruiser HMS 
F.ury&lus lefi Haifa with ihe High 
Commissioner for Palestine stand¬ 
ing on the quarterdeck* General 
Sir Alan Cunningham, and both 
ships sailed for the three-mile 
limit where we stopped- 

Oeean was surrounded by five 
warships, HM Ships Cheviot > 
Chevron, Childers, Vo 1 age and 
Widemouth Bay. 

They all illuminated Ocean 
with their searchlights. The crew 
of the carrier all wore their white 
uniforms and lined the edge of the 
flightdeck. 

As midnight approached we 
sang A uld fMTjg Symt followed by 


the National Anthem played by 
the Irish Pipe band- 

Eighi bells rang out signify¬ 
ing midnight. At that moment 
Palestine ceased to ends* and a new 
nation - Israel - was born- 
Three cheers were raised for 
the ex-High Commissioner of 
Palestine. Ail the searchlights were 
switched off and we sailed for 
Malta. 

I felt I was privileged to be 
a witness to such an historic 
occasion. 

I am now 81 years of age, and 
I wonder how many of us are 
left who remember such a time 
as that? 

= F 0 Gardeil, 
(former Leading Telegraphist) 
Bexhill-on-3e&* 
East Sussex 


Sheffield 
was not 
asleep 

WITH regard to your feature 
about ihe loss of HMS Sheffield 
(December) I would like 10 
lhank you lor not echoing 
verbatim ihe hurtful remarks 
carried in seme national papers 
regarding Ihe training and 
preparation of HMS Sheffield ‘s 
crew prior to her participation 
in Operation Corporate. 

I also thank a key officer in 
the saga of HMS Sheffield for 
recently publishing testimony 
that firmly nailed the lie (per¬ 
petuated by misled historians} 
that ‘"Sheffield was asleep. 71 

His testimony is further cor¬ 
roborated by the witness state¬ 
ment of a Sheffield rating who 
"heard the 4.5 1 " and Seadart 
hydraulics starling up" before 
he was rendered unconscious. 

The crew were desperately 
trying to acquire the fast- 
closing raid in preparation for 
command approval to engage 
the enemy. 

There is still very much to 
challenge, despite ihe minimal 
number and heavily edited form 
of the documents released, but 
lhat is for another day 

- Doug Lay bourne, 
Watarlooville, Hampshire 

tribute 
to the 
Somme 

I WAS particularly interested 
in your Somme supplement 
(November) as my wife and I 
did a trip to Ihe Somme area a 
few years ago. 

Whoever wrote the article 
obviously had mad a great deal 
about the campaign and the 
result made very interesting 
reading - almost as if the writer 
had been there. 

We will be keeping this 
supplement - what a pity it is 
not a more convenient size and 
a slighter larger typeface. 

- A Howe, Ashford, Kent 

The supplement was written 
by Richard Hargreaves , who in 
addition to being our assistant 
editor is a noted tVWZ historian. 
Mr Howe might be interesled to 
know the Royal Navy Philatelic 
Society is reprinting Richard r s 
supplement to go with its covers 
doe ouf November 2007 
commemorating trie RN 
Divisions. More details on www, 
rnps.org/ 

As for our typeface, /t is small 
bul we could not include so 
much copy in Navy News if we 
used a larger font - Ed 

Poop show 
at the 
Albert Hall 

I HAVE never been so 
appalled at the slate of the 
representatives of the Royal 
Navy as was exhibited at the 
Albert Hall on November 11. 

A senior Quean Alexandra's 
Royal Naval Nursing Sister 
looked as if she had a large 
gobstopper in her mouth, how 
very unprofessional, and a 
small, obviously rather obese 
junior rafing didn't know his 
right fool from his left and had 
io do a hop skip and a jump to 
keep in step, 

i realise thai manpower has 
gone to rats, but as an 
eK-QARRNS l thought the 
standards were disgraceful. 

I have watched the 
Hemembrance Day Festival 
lor many years but I couldn't 
bear to watch it again without 
cringing. 

- Mrs P Blake, Exmouth, 
Devon 
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Who was the 
last to speak 
to my father? 


J AM appealing to shipmates from the HMS 
Barham Association to find the name Of 
a Chief Petty Officer with whom I had 
an extraordinary, coincidental meeting in 
Copenhagen in 1959/60. 

When I was a young forestry siudcnt in Denmark, 
] was walking down tho jetty where the statue of the 
links mermaid sits on her rock, and a line of Royal 
Navy ships was. moored alongside. 

I asked a CPO returning on board which ships they 
were and was one a cruiser"' We goi talking and he 
asked me how I came 10 know a bit about the Navy. 

I iold him dtai my father had been killed as the 
commander of the battleship called HMS Barba m. 

Ll Good God*" he replied^ *i am the last man ever 
to speak to your father alive. I was in control of the 
forward damage control party* at the bow. 

hl We had nothing to do when your dad showed up 
saying we were listing too badly- There was nothing 
we could do to save her and as soon as he returned 


to the bridge he was going to give the order to 
abandon ship. 

""I had therefore better get my party over the side 
now and he helped me do that. He wished us well and 
L said; "Likewise , sir, and see you back in Blighty. 1 

"He turned and was making his way aft when the 
next thing 1 recall was clinging to a bit of wreckage. It 
must have been the moment when the gun magazine 
blew up.” 

The CPO invited me on board the next day. I was 
greeted by the entire port watch in their number 
ones* piped on board and led down to the CFOs' 
mess. 

Sadly my report to my mother was lost in America 
and 3 cannot to this day recall the CPO h s name* or for 
certain the name of his ship. 

I am appealing to HMS Barham shipmates in the 
hope that he told someone about this coincidental 
meeting* and they can give me his name, 

-The Rev Jeremy Bradford*Waichet* Somerset 


Married 
to the 
Andrew 

THINKING back to my wedding, 
1 wonder what the lads would do 
today in similar circumstances- 
I was recalled from my wedding 
weekend leave 24 hours after being 
wed and goL back lu Fompey b;u> 
racks after catching a bus at 0100 
in the morning, catching the paper 
train at Waterloo at (1430* and 
arriving back fhc worse for w-ear at 
0730 on Monday morning. 

[ was drafted to HMS Laforey 
which was attached to Force H 
At Gibraltar, and didn't get back 
home for eight months after tak¬ 
ing part in the Malta Pedestal 
convoy. 

I was 20 years of age and wel 
behind the eani* but 1 returned as 
quick as I could, not knowing at 
fbc rime how I was going to do it- 
I wonder what the lads of today 
would have done - L hope I'm 
wrong in dunking that they would 
liave had second thoughts, know¬ 
ing that a slap on the wrist would 
he the probable outcome. 

By the way* at 8^ I am still in 
love with the Andrew - and of 
course with my wife l>orccn after 
05 years. 

“ Albert Ward, Salrdcan, 
Brighton 


Cribbing the 
Pocket Book 


I WAS surprised to see in Navy 
News (October) that BRS27 A 
Seaman's Pocket Book t943 
has been reprinted. 

1 joined the Navy in 1943 
at Royal Arthur, ska Bui I in's 
Battleship Skegness. 

In (he curious jargon of the 
day I was H 'a man not dressed 
as seaman" and my sea¬ 
manship instruction was 
limited to a lesson in 
a seamanship room 
which boasted a 
whaler slung out 
on davits ready 
for lowering. 

The 
instructor 
was an aged 
chief B who 

took one look 
at our eager faces, 
sniffed loudly and said: 

"Walk you may be sailors, 
bul you'll never be seaman.’ 1 

He then rattled off the parts 
of a boat at high speed, ending 
with a lever amidships: "This is 
Robinson's patent disengaging 
gear” and in a voice of thunder: 
"Don't none of you ever touch 
it!" 

At the lime I fait this was rath¬ 
er inadequate and early in 1944 



while training at HMS President 
V I took the chance to obtain a 
copy of the Seaman's Pocket 
Book. 

I had to buy it! It cost one 
shilling and threepence, almost 
half a day's pay Few of my 
classmates saw good reason 
to squander their meagre 
resources on some¬ 
thing which did not 
concern them. 

Maybe 
they were 
right, because 
within another 
month we ware 
ait in khaki bat- 
tiedress gearing up 
to help Monty ohase 
the Germans out of 
Normandy. 

1 still have the book. The 
flags have all changed and 
the phonetic alphabet starts: 
Able Baker Charlie Dog, and 
ends Zebra, but the basic sea¬ 
manship is Slill valid. 

Years later as an officer in the 
Sea Cadet Corps 1 frequently 
used the book in an effort to 
keep one jump ahead of the 
cadets. 

- Li (SCC) Alex Strachan, 

RNR Retd (ax Ldg Writer HO) 
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are 

this 


LETTERS to the editor should always be 
accompanied by the correspondent's 
name and address , not necessarily 
for purification. 

E-mail corresponden ts 
also requested to provide 
information . 

Letters canno t be submit¬ 
ted over the telephone. 

Given the impressive 
volume of letters , we 
cannot publish all of 
your correspondence 
in Navy News. 


However, we do try to publish many 
of your letters on our own website 
www. navy news. co.. u k 

We look particularly for 
correspondence which stimulates 
debate r makes us laugh or raises 
important issues, 

Ptease try to keep your 
submissions as brief as 
possible - our space is 
limited. 

The editor reserves 
the right to edit your 
submissions . 



f m m 


Facing bankruptcy? Afraid to open your mail or answer the phone? 
Robbing Peter to pay Paul? Refused a loan? 

We will help you to 
resolve your debts. 

Resolve (UK) are specialist advisors to armed forces personnel and their families. 

Example: Mr Bonn ell was struggling 1c pay £800 per month on £27 k of debt. After 
negotialiens we were able lo reduce this to £250 and he will be debt free within 60 months. 

No Employer Contact - Don't let debt affect your career prospects. 

This is not an offer for a loan. 


For a FREE consultation in strictest confidence, call us today. 


01732 451 133 

or. 1800 652 5113 


LINES OPEN 
SAM=9PM, 

7 DAYS A WEEK 

This is rml an offer lor a loan 

www.resolvauk.com 

infc@ne-5clveuk.com 
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■ African greys... 
(Above) HMS' iron 
Duke (foreground) 
and HMS Lancaster 
conduct a soft past 
for the camera before 
parting company in the 
Atlantic 

• (Right) Wrapped-up 
sailors s tool themselves 
as Lancaster haves 
Portsmouth 

» (Below) Lancaster's 
Ftight Commander Lt 
CdrJon Bird chats with 
Prince Ctoartes 

Picture*; LAiPhotF Luis 
Ht?lden, FRPU Whale 
Island 


specialist legal advice 
to forces personnel 


Suffered a Military Injury? 

Wj? deal wjrfl oil tyfHW fF irt P*V ckpilti involving 
ihfl mililo#y 

VVa can cisi^i-sfe you wilh yoer riaim under iha 
#1 AfC5 and Jodvjse you on whether lo 
pursue yGur doim in liie civil cwitH undet Our 
'no win jug ffi*‘ jf«cicihil milho^y Itgol 
«Mw wlseni* 


PoFpcb tntenrhw/ 

Cflurfi Morria! 

Nigef BurA ood Gilberi 
Slodei ore well known (or 
then Courli MqMloI 
g*p6ib«! tiiieoghouf lh* 
UK and Eafope 


contact 

Nvpil turn or Tmli tkjfdip- 
SfrWt. tin^oin IN 2 I DR 
lttl[ 01322 SI SMStaN-w V«.n 5 15i-m 

firt fey Military QhtifpMd ni'V WfitflCi 

Mtgei Burn Mob' 07775 860*00 ahc* 6pm 


Vl4 Z&n 6ll6 advsP an 
EnrpJflyirwfit Ifw*? 
fatally Pr-obJifjTij. 

Hguj* Purcbai*! 


www* v,|-.:liapr>ur.ca ik 

wilktn chapman 
epton blades 

solicitors 


YOU wait all year for a 
royal visitor and then you 
host two in a month... 

Such is the life of the H Rcd 

Rom 1 Warship HMiS Lancaster, 

Afltr inviting the Queen 
aboard jii*T a week before the 
frigate departed For Africa und die 
Caribbean, it was the heir to the 
throne who was gueM of honour 
of ihe ship when she visited Sierra 
Leant: vn ibe fim iep of her faw- 
montb deployment, 

We iay 'ship 1 . we actually mean 
"helicopter*. 

Tor it wAs the duty of Lancaster's 
Merlin to serve ^ Prince Charles 
offpcid! flight during numerous 
ensp&ementi in die West African 
nation, 

E IRf I is a ^uahSled pilat^ bus he 
left the flying of the Merlin to Ll* 
Rob Clarke and Ian Farr while he 
enjoyed ihc relative comlbrt of die 
helicopter's tab. 

J"he closest the prince came bp 

Lancaster herself was n fly past of 

the ship while she was alongside 

in Freetown, 

The heticfip ter ground and 
aircrew were Hemiily irv demand 
during the stay in Africa,, regularly 
working 18-hour dayi. 

The ship herself" has been tv 
Sterns Ljeone before, hut not many 
of her crew, who found condition* 
eye-opening. 

'■'Hie poverty und neglect was 
like nothing I biye ever seen 


before/ 1 said Officer of the Watch 

Lt hmma Gircy, 

u Tlie scars of civil War lire 
still prevalent with people 
missing limbs and women with 
peculiar branding on Lheir chests 
- apparently bum marks from 
when they were "owned fc and used 
as Sex slaves 

Aside from such humbling 
experiences, [he frigate's ISO crew 
did have limited 'downtime' in 
Sierra LconC, heading to 'Bounty 
bench' (the old chocolate bar 
advert* were filmed there). 

Crew wwe enjoying a fine time 
Ui ihe water When nvo alarmed 
stoker* emerged from the sea, 
chafed by a bull khark. 

Mtttelofi being roatelms, I $ 
sailors promptly jumped back in 
the 'tea to sec whm all the fu&s 
was about. 

It was iiff Africa rhai Lancaster 

rendezvoused with her sister Iron 

Dukc- 

Thc latter was coming to 
the end of Six months lit the 
Caribbcftit and her crew nluired 
rheir experiences and expertise 
With Lancaster before the two 
vessd* pprrvj company. 

Iron Duke wasn't a* fortunate 
as her partner in cnmcfiphliing, 
RFA Wave Ruler (j« fh but: 
do not let that detract from a 
rewarding iind cnioyflblc six 
months away from Portsmouth 

Since depart mg the SolenL 
■Iron Duck' clocked up H \ ,(KiD 


miles as she saikd around 1H 
diOereiii countries, visiting 22 
ports in the process 

And although phe didn't "bag 1 
any drug-runneth her CO Cdr 
Andy Jordan is in no doubt that 
bis ship's presence deterred the 
traffic kc ire. 

“We've contributed significantly 
to a whiile range id the Royal 
>2 nvy\ roles in i he Oa nbbca n - this 
bas been a fantastic deployment 
for Iron Duke,” he added. 

“We have had a tremendously 
enjoyable time in one of the 
most beautiful parts oF the world. 
That said, it felt very good to be 
bome- ,, 

You can follow Lancaster^ 
dcployrueni via Lr Garey't 
web diary at WWW. 

b lo gs io doy, co . u k/bl og home, 

aspx?u&0mame=Lancaster 

P VoFa task group of< Sierra 

Loone i pag*s 26-27 


A monarch, a prince, a duke 


o 


A LEADING SPECIALIST IN MILITARY LAW 
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An Illustrious visitor 



FLAGSHIP Illustrious 

spent six days on the 
Thames as she paid 
a welcome visit to 
her affiliated city, the 
nation’s capital. 

Having carefully negotiated 
London's great artery as far 
a& We&t India Dock, squeezing 
through the Thames Barrier, 
the carrier turned around and 
reversed up the river as far as 
Greenwich where her journey 
came to an sod. 

The visit began with an 
official reception aboard, 
before sailors wore Unrest into 
a host of duties in the capital, 
beginning with the Lord 
Mayor's Show, 

The ship provided a guard 
of honour for the famous 
parade through the streets of 
London. The sailors formed 
the second unit in t he parade, 
marching behind the band of 
their affiliated regiment the 
Grenadier Guards. 


Illustrious herself arrived in 
the Falkland* at the end of the 
campaign; her laid-up sister 
Invincible, however, had a 
starring role. 

More than 300 reporters, 
cameramen, veterans of the 
19S2 conflict and present- 
day islanders were quests of 
Illustrious as First Sea Lord 
Admiral Sir Jonathon Band 
revealed how the nation would 
remember the liberation of the 
South Atlantic islands. 

There was still time for 
another launch; the Roya! 
Navy Presentation Team came 
aboard to reveal their plans for 


the coming year of talks to the 
public up " and down the land. 
The "tour 1 launch to 250 people 
ended with a fine display by the 
RM Band Corps of Drums. 

For some the sight of 20*000 
tonnes of battleship grey 
'parked 1 within sight of the 
steel monoliths of Canary Wharf 
and the stone magnificence 
of Greenwich was particularly 
stirring. 

’'We have a strong bend 
with London and the City in 
particular and it was a special 
honour to be here for such an 
important weekend,'" said AET 


Andrew Kent, who haiis from 
the soul h-west of Ihe capital¬ 
'll made my mum, born and 
bred in the Square Mile, very 
proud indeed.* 

The stay on the Thames 
ended with a visit to the ship by 
Second Sea Lord Vice Admiral 
Adrian Johns* who was keen 
to hear saibns' feedback on 
how the RN's new personnel 
administration system JPA 
was working for them. 

The carrier spent Christmas 
in Pompsy; she heads to sea 
again next month for exercises 
off the east coast. 


The visit to London 
coincided with Armistice 
commemorations. 

Aroundi a third of the ship's 
company attended the service 
of remembrance at St Paul's 
Cathedral, while a smaller 
contingent paid their respects 
in Westminster Abbey where 
Illustrious 1 chaplain Fr Paul 
Donovan was invited to pieach 
to the congregation. In nearby 
Whitehall, Commanding Oflicer 
Capt Tim Fraser laid a wreath at 
the Cenotaph. 

Armistice Day ended on a 
more upbeat note (aptly) in the 
Trafalgar Tavern in Greenwich, 
a short distance from where the 
carrier was moored. 

Enter Lt Paul Ashley and QM 
Leigh Rumsby (guitar), Lt Cdr 
Jim Cobbett (bass), CPD 'Bungy 1 
Edwards, Wir Gina Taylor and 
CM Kaleigh Holbrook (vocals), 


and MEM Peter Talbot (deems), 
collective known as Stantfjnp 
Sea Rock Party, the carrier's 
rook band. 

The seven-piece belted out 
Feeder's Buck Rogers {col! heard 
of that orte - EdT Snow Patrol's 
Chastftg Cars {or that one - Ed), 
and Billy Idol's Rebel Yell (phew 
- Ed) in a rocking ly raucous 
night. 

The following morning the 
kagship was at the hub of a 
m ediu' circu s' as sh e was chosen 
as the backdrop for unveiling 
plans for commemorations 
of the 25th anniversary of the 
Falklands war. 



Tower-gate Wilsons is a trading name of Towergate Underwriting Group Limited Registered Address; Towergate Bouse, 2 County Gate, Staceys Street Maidstone r Kent ME 14 1ST 
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority Calls may be recorded to hel p improve standards, of service and monitor accuracy of information 


Thinking of 
changing your 

Personal Accident 

k provider? 


Personal Accident 
Protection whether you 
are on or off duty 


Five levels of cover to choose from even if you're under 
orders to deploy 

Individual and family cover available 
12 monthly payments by direct debit 
Up to £750,000 Disability cover 
Up to £175,000 Accidental Death Cover 
Prices start from £2.38 per month 

If you’ve already got your Kit insurance, you qualify for 
a further discount of 7.5% 


For a quote and immediate cover call 















10 NAVY NEWS, JANUARY 2007 


Delays and 
costs grow 

THE taxpayer will have to fork 
out an extra £321 m to see 
the first of its next-generation 
submarines and destroyers in 
the front line. 

And l he Navy will have to 
wait an extra seven months to 
declare destroyer HMS Daring 
fit for operations says a report 
by the National Audit Office. 

Experts from the IN AO looked 
at 20 gf the MOD'S largest 
projects to see whether they 
were on track and on budget for 
delivery to front-line units. 

The auditors found that 
the cost of the Astute-class 
submarine project had risen by 
£l64m in the past 12 months 
(the total cost of the programme 
is now £3,6bn). 

On the plus side, work by 
shipwrights and engineers at 
BAE Systems in Barrow has 
shaved one month off the 
planned in-service date for 
HMS Astute. She is now due 
to be operational in December 
2009 - but that is still throe and 
half years later than estimated 
when (he beat was originally 
ordered a decade ago. 

As for the Type 45 
destroyers* the cost of the six- 
ship project has risen by £157m 
in the past year. 

When originally ordered, the 
six warships were expected to 
cost the taxpayer £Sbn - with 
HMS Daring joining the Fleet in 
May 2007. 

The latest estimate by the 
NAG says the half dozen ships 
will actually cost £6.1 bn, with 
Daring not operational until 
December 2009. Her delivery 
date has been moved back 
seven months in the past 
year largely due to problems 
ensuring the Sampson radar 
- the brains of the ship's missile 
system - works as intended. 

The report is more positive 
than previous NAO studies into 
MOD spending on large-scale 
projects, however - and there 
are some success stories. 

The Javelin anti-tank missile, 
used by the Royal Marines, was 
in service four months ahead 
of schedule, while the world's 
most advanced anti-submarine 
sonar. Sonar 2097, for Type 23 
frigates, was declared ready 
five months early. 

Upgrading the RN's 
Stingray torpedoes will also 
cost considerably less than 
anticipated. The bill was 
originally expected to be 
£727m; it s now £594m. 

Sir John Bourne, head of 
the NAO, said it was clear 
Whitehall was making progress 
across the board in efforts to 
cut costs and delays to some 
of the nation's largest defence 
projects. He continued: H 'The 
MOD has recognised concerns 
about the need to tighten its 
control of costs/' 

Lord Drayson, Defence 
Procurement Minister, added: 
I'm glad that we've continued 
to make progress in bringing 
costs and delays under control 
and I'm pleased that the Audit 
Olfice has recognised lhe work 
we have done to tighten our 
control of costs, 1 * 



• Tsars on the rise... A Russian submariner rises to the top of toe SETT during escape training in Gosport 

Piclum: LVPnot) Itefcir, FHPU Wh^ MUrt 


A deeper understanding 


THE azure warm waters of a L 00ft column 
of water towering above Gosport bear IMe 
relation to those of the Barents or Black Seas 
or the vast Pacific. 

But The principles of ascending Through 
100ft of water are the same the world over. 

The world-renowned Submarine Escape 
Training Tank has witnessed a first in its 52- 
year history: the first Russian submariners to 
successfully complete a practice escape. 

Since the end of the Cold War relations 
between the two former enemies have enjoyed 
a I SO* turnatound- 


And so it was that Russian submarine 
officers from Moscow and St Petersburg found 
themselves in Gosport for five days to undergo 
emergency training for escaping from a stricken 
boat, RN-style. 

One of the Russians undergoing the training 
was involved In the operation to rescue the crew 
of the midget submarine Priz AS28 in August 
2005 - a rescue eventually effected by a RN-led 
British team. 

More recently, British submariners have 
been in Sevastopol in the Crimea to talk to 
their counterparts in the Black Sea Fleet about 


co-operation on any future "subsunk 1 - the 
NATO codeword for sunken boats - missions. 

HL Tbe facilities at SETT are first class ” said 
Capi Dmitri Podkayck. 'Tt'& been a pleasure 
to work with the Royal Navy submariners 
- we always prefer to meet face-to-faee and the 
training has been invaluable. 

“Sharing of expertise in this environment is 
so important." 

Successfully accomplishing the Course at 
SETT, which is run by 24 experienced H deeps\ 
is mandatory for every man in the Silent 
Service. 


Tornado down 
praise for FAA 

FLEET' Air Arm helicopter crews 
have received praise from the 
RAF for rescuing two downed 
aircrew - and helping to salvage 
their wrecked l bird r . 

The pilot and navigator of a 
Tornado GR4 ejected safely from 
die aircraft over the Wash and 
parachuted on to mudflats near 
Holbeach in Lincolnshire. 

The Rescue Co-ordination 
Centre fit RAF Kinloss an 
Scotland called on a helicopter 
from 846 NAS Con a navigational 
exercise nearby) to rescue tine 
two downed pilots — □ challeng¬ 
ing mission made more difficult 
by problems with the Sea King 
which effected the rescue. 

First the Junglie's navigation 
system failed so the crew could 
nol pinpoint the two RAF men. 

Then high frequency radio 
problems kicked in so die Sea 
King could not talk to Kin loss. 
Fortunately a Tornado was cir¬ 
cling the smoking wreckage of the 
crashed aircraft - and it relayed 
messages To the Sea King. 

“Initially things looked grim 
a* one of The ltcvv appeared to 
be on his back> motionless/ 1 said 
CFO(ACMN) Michael Kendall. 

The Sea King dropped the 
senior rating on to the mud with 
a Coastguard officer (and trained 
medic) - the ground was too soft 
for the helicopter to touch down. 

With no stretcher, there was no 
chance of moving ih-e rwo RAF 
aircrew to safety. Instead* CFO 
Kendall and the Coastguard did 
their utmost to keep the men 
warm - both were showing early 
signs of hypothermia and were in 
a state of shock - and keep their 
spirits up. 

The Torn ado’s Auntralian 
navigator remarked to his rescuers 
with typical sangfroid that he’d 
"had better days". The Aussie 
then borrowed the chief's phone 
to call his wife: ^Hello darling. 
You wouldn’t believe the day I'm 
having. I'm Hat in the mud on the 
Wash with my parachute a round 
me watching my jet burn ” 

Two Scarch-and-Kcscuc heli¬ 
copters eventually arrived TO ferry 
the RAF men to hospital. 

A week after the crash, the 
FAA was back On the Scene, this 
time in the shape of a Merlin of 
S29 NAS from Culdrose with 
four aircrew and five maintained 
aboard. 

This time the mission w r as 
salvage: to assist with the recovery 
of the Tornado's wreckage. 

Tides restricted access to the 
wreck site to just four or five 
hours a day - and could only be 
reached effectively by helicopter. 

The tide times meant the a 
5.30am start for all the 829 team 
so they could be at the wreck site 
by dawn. 

The recovery operation went 
remarkably smoothly - in around 
eight loads the bulk of the wreck¬ 
age was safely removed by the 
Merlin in a net slung beneath the 
aircraft. 

Only the main fuselage was 
left behind. It was too heavy for 
the 829 helicopter so an RAF 
Chinook was called upon, but [he 
wreckage proved to be loo firmly 
wedged in the mud for even that 
powerful aircraft. 


Helo, helo, helo... what's been 



IN KEEPING with HMS Ark Royal’s new role 
as a commando assault ship, helicopter trials 
have been the order of the day as the carrier 
emerges from refit 

Atk relumed to 
Portsmouth from 
Resyth after being 
out of action for 
two and a half 
years with a fresh 
mission for tha 
last decade of her 
proud career. 

HMS Illustrious 
will serve as the 
nation's 'strike carrier* 
and Ark as a 'second 
HMS Ocean', ferrying 
Royal Marines into battle 
(she can still perform the 
traditional carrier role). 

Central to the 
commando carrier role 
envisioned for the flat-top 
is the ability to operate 
the helicopters which will 
carry those green berets 
into battle. 


happening on Ark Royal? 


It's a mission the ship carried out ably three 
years ago in the Iraq campaign, but with a 
new crew, new communications fit and new 
ammunition siores infer aiia, these skills have 
to be perfected once more. 

And so it was that two GH47 Chinook 
helicopters from RAF ? Sqn touched down by 
day and night over three wintry days at the 
end of 2006 in a mix of fine and wet weather. 

The Chinook is ’old school'. The Apache 
gunship represents ‘new school 1 * 

The Army Air Corps' potent battlefield 
helicopter has already earned its Naval 
wings in trials with Ocean (aptly a helicopter 
earner). 

Apache has yet to be authorised for fronl- 
line operations from Ark, hence the reason 
for a series of trials with her from landing on 
deck, to being carried on the aircraft lifts into 
the hangar and generally moving the gun ship 
around. 

The Apache trials all took place in the con¬ 
fines of Portsmouth Nava! Base; Ark didn't 
even need to leave her jetty for them. 

J| Having Apache on board was another 
milestone in Ark's return to operational 
status, 1 ' said Cdr Keith Muir, Cdr Air. 

When Aiik resumes front-line duties next 


year she will do so with a mixed air group of 
Chinooks, Apaches and the Fleet Air Arm's 
own Merlins, 

Someone who needed no re-introduction 
to Ark was her former CO Rear Admiral Alan 
Massey who was guest of hono ur at the shi p's 
Taranto Night mess dinner marking the 1940 
crippling of the Italian Fleet in harbour by the 
Fleet Air Arm, 

Rear Admiral Massey commanded the 
ship during the Iraq invasion and he saw 
the lessons of that campaign incorporated 
in the refitted Ark Royal which is now much 
better equipped as a launch pad for up to 400 
commandos. 

ill's not been purely whirlybirds setting 
down on the famous flight deck. 

For the first time Harrier GR9s, the new 
bomber variant of the great jump jet, landed 
and took off repeatedly for a week of 
handling trials to prove that should the need 
arise,, the carrier can still fulfil her traditional 
role as a jet launchpad. 

# AH dear.. (Left) A ftight deck officer pre¬ 
pares fo wave off an Apache gunship from 
Ark Royaf in Portsmouth Harbour 

ftrtur*; CPOtRWQ Kev pnwcff. UMS Afk 
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Sail into a new home with 



our exclusive incentives 


Crest 

NICHOLSON 

Only for naval personnel at Gosport! 



At Gosport, Crest Nicholson is offering a range of 
contemporary 1 & 2 bedroom apartments close to the 


water's edge. And now, especially for naval, personnel, 
we're offering a range of money-saving incentives - 
see the voucher below. 

With easy access to Portsmouth Harbour, Gunwharf 
Quays, beaches and sports facilities, and this exclusive 
new offer, Crest Nicholson at Gosport is the ideal new 
naval base, 


Call or visit today for further 
information on the properties 
available! 





Common 


Fc ^ hSrri * M27 BrtSn* 


- ,*Fy]lQW signs GO". 

Pnddys Hard '■-> - 

■ anct tm^x'pfosfan "v 


PORTSMOUTH 
HARBOUR 


HARD-WAY nfc,r ^ 


Explosion 

Museum 


Gosport 




Cresl Nicholson 


Reserve at the First Time Buyers’ Evening 
to benefit from 5% Deposit paid* 



1 & 2 bedroom apartments 
from £127,950 


Bring this voucher with you when you reserve your new apartment 
at Gosport to benefit from this exclusive incentive. 


Oi Marketing Suite 

I and Show Apartments 


offer i* stable macCOn^ce with Orrsi NlchblsorV* ierm* and CWMtttont 4fl(S Li iub]«l lo IftilriiMy. IIH oMy iMtefcvttrtlwrPf prewfitod ot 
time of reservation, fletrosps^tive wh mis sin ns writ NOT be accepted, Only w* wuetier per reservation, Ferftmtier intorm pi mit esse consult theS^es 
Adviser. fiedwnpliwv value O.GQIjx. Ptkes correct at time tri going lo press. 


O 



open daily 10am - 5pm 

[Follow signs to the Explosion Museuml 


wwwxrestnicholson-com 



0870 751 0490 
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SHIPS OF THE ROYAL NAVY No. 614 


Ever watchful eye of Vigilant 


N OW it's always 
slightly tricky to write 
up a Ship of the Month 
about the truly silent of 
Silent Service - HM$ 
Vigilant is the third of the 
four Vanguard-class ballistic 
submarines that make up 


Facts and 

Figures 


Class: Vanguard class SSGN 
(Ship Submersible Bnl atic 
Nuclear} submarine 
Pennant Number S3D 
Home port: HMNB Clyde 
Guilder: Vickers Shipbuilding, 
Barrow-in-Furness 
Laid down: February 16 1991 
Launched: October 14 1395 
Commissioned: November 2 
1996 

Displacement: 15,680 tone 
(dived) 

Length; 149.9 metre* 

Beam: 15-6 metres 
Draught: 12 metres 
Complement: ~H officers; 121 
ratings 

Propulsion: Roais Royce PWR5 
(Pressurised Water Reactorl 
nuclear reactor; two GEC 
turbines; I wo auxiliary retractable 
propulsion motors: two WH Alren 
lurbo generators: two Paxman 
diesel alternator* 

Sensors; BAE Systems SCMS; 
Thales Underwater Systems 
Type 2Q5d composite sonar 
suite comprising: towed a may 
sonar, hud-mounted active and 

passive search sonjtr, passive 
intercept and ranging sonar; 
Kelvin Hughe* Type 1QD7 I band 
navigation radar 
Armament: 16 ballistic missile 
lubes capable of firing Trident 
D5 SLBM missiles carrying up to 
192 warhead^ lour 21 in (533mm) 
torpedo lubes capable of firing 
Speartiah torpedoes 


Britain^ strategic nuclear 
deterrent. 

Suffice it to say, she spent 20(16 
on her core duly* patrolling; the 
seas. The Vanguard submarines 
are Capable of circumnavigating 
the globe without the need to 
surface. 

And while the boat i* away on 
her dark and watchful duties llie 
support crew remain in the UK 
catching up with affiliations, such 
as ihe Sea Cadets of TS Vigilant* 
or crossing the Iriih Sea to the 
fh)e- of Man. 

Lssr year’s visit to their affili¬ 
ated island saw xhc submariners 
eclipsed by a somewhat dilTerent 
powerhouse but no one minded 
being outshone by ennue legend 
Sir Norman Wisdom. 

Vigilant is one of those names 
that has cropped up on a multitude 
of vessels (and a couple of variant 
forms) in the Koval Navy since the 
capture of the French Vigilante bv 
HMS Superbin 1774. 

VigllantR (with and without 
an V) have been captured, lost* 
wrecked, burnt, hired, built and 
purchased throughout the name’s 
history* with some 11 trawlers* 
rugs and requisitioned stupa* 
and another J5 warships on the 
book-s. 

With quite such a track record, 
it seems best to focus on a select 
few Vigil an ts. 

The third-rale* 64-gunner 
built in 1774 had an active battle 
record* but not one that merited 
Battle Honours. 

In 1778* she took pari in Lhe 
only significant Anglo-French bat¬ 
tle in home wafers during the 
American War of Independence. 

The following year saw her take 
part in sea battles off Grenada, 
and in the capture of nine French 
ships and the burning of icn oth¬ 
ers off Martinique. 



I Nuclear submarine HMS Vigilant in her home wafers of Scotland 


It wasn't just the French that 
earned the ire of this Vigilant, as 
in 1782 she took on the Spanish, 
who as it happens were joined with 
the French* off Cape Spartel. 

The name's association with 
submarines began early in the 
Navy's underwater history, when 
the dockyard tug Vigilant made 
the unsuccessful attempt to res¬ 
cue the crew of 11 MS Thetis, the 
submarine that sank in Liverpool 
Bay. 

The World War 2 Valentine- 
cliiss destroyer of 1943 managed 
to secure the name's List of Buttle 


Honours in an eventful career. 

The 1^710-ton destroyer sup¬ 
ported the Fleet Air Arm attack on 
the Tirpibs in April 1944. A year 
later she was part of Force 63 in 
the bombardmen t of Sumatra and 
the air vtrike on Penang. 

In the early part of May she 
supported the amphibious assault 
on Rangoon, then us part of the 
26th Destroyer Flotilla she was 
involved in Operation Pukcdom, 
A task force of 17 ships set out 
from Trincotnalcc in pursuit of 
the Japanese heavy cruiser Haguro 
and the destroyer Kamikaze. 


In company with Saumarcz* 
Venus, VeruLam and Virago* 
Vigilant attacked the Japanese 
warship in the early hours of 
May 16, concluding with the 
linking of the Haguro and the 



PwLurc-. Dave Cullen 

escape of the Kamikaze. 

This warship was later con¬ 
verted into a Type 1 5 fast anti¬ 
submarine frigate in 1952* and 
eventually broken up at Faslane 
in 1965. 


Battle Honours 


Arctic 

Normandy,,. 

Malaya.. 

Burma......... 

East Indies,,, 


r 1943-44 

.1944 

...... 1945 

...... 1945 

.1945 
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HEROES OF THE ROYAL NAVY No.33 


Lt Cdr Geoffrey Saxton White VC 




IN SUMMER 1918 a letter 
arrived in the UK from a 
prisoner of war in a Turkish 
labour camp. 

This was Lhe first news 
o i the brave, sad, but 
ultimately futile, end of the 
Brifish submarine El 4, 

Stranded in January 
1918 on a sandbank near 
Niagara Point, the battle¬ 
cruiser Gooben - targel 
of lhe British since 1914 
- Lay vulnerable in the 
Dardanelles, near the 
narrowest point of this 
fiercely-guarded territory. 

Aircraft bombs failed. 

Bombardment from afar 
failed- Submarines were 
the best means lo end 
the Goeben's days - but 
this would be the first time 
that a submarine would 
tackle the straits of the 
Dardanelles in two yea^. the submarine of ^ 

There was only one real 
candidate for the attempt - El 4, the submarine 
in which Edward Courtney Boyle bad won his 
VC in 1915. 

Lt Cdr Geoffrey Saxton White, a friend of 
Boyle, was the commanding officer, a respected 
man who was convinced that ha could gat lhe 
Ei 4 through lhe delen&ive barriers to Hagara 
and finish off lhe Goeben, 

The submarine man even flew as observer on 
a bombing raid to see for himself what he was 
up against. 

On January 27, he and his crew of 38 set 
out in El4 to tun the gaunllet of the enemy's 
defences. 

The first barricade was lhe mines strewn in 
the waters at the entrance lo the Dardanelles. 

Then with lhe submarine on the surface* he 
stood alone on the bow* calling back orders to 
be relayed down to guide the boat through the 
channel. 

As he stood on the casing, lhe lights of the 
Turkish batteries swept the sky and sea, looking 
for such an incursion - if El 4 had been spotted, 
White had issued strict instructions that it must 
dive and leave him to his death. 

By the time the dawn came, the submarine 
was safe deep within the sea once more, and by 
7am Nagara Point could be seen. 

And if was bare. 


VC winners 


Two days earlier the 
Goeben had been refloat¬ 
ed. As the gallant White 
searched a barren shore 
for lhe cruiser's bulk, the 
Goeben lay at anchor off 
Constantinople. 

White and his crew faced 
the bitter journey back in 
daylight and danger. 

Early indications were 
good, and lhe submarine 
safely neared Chanak when 
a large Turkish merchant¬ 
man came within easy 
range of El 4. 

This proved too much 
temptation for the disap¬ 
pointed White, and he 
ordered an ettack. 

With the second torpedo, 
a huge explosion forced El 4 
up and into sight of the sur¬ 
rounding shore batteries. 

The guns could not 
miss, and scarred with the 
onslaught Ei4 headed lo 
the bottom of the straits. 

Injured but determined El4 limped on avoid¬ 
ing depth charges and capture, until the flood of 
water proved too much for the boat's pumps. 

El4 surfaced under the guns of Gape Holies 
end Kgm Kale. White climbed back out on to 
the casing lo steer the submarine through the 
hail of fire. 

But there was no escape. 

White's last words were: 

“We are in the hands 
of God." 

He died 

moments later, hl$ 
body shattered by 
shellfire, and his 
boat El4 sank under 
the onslaught. 

Only nine men 
survived the dar¬ 
ing last dash of Ei4, 
and it took time for 
the scarce su rvi vors* 
reports to be gathered. 

In May 1919 the award 
of the Victoria Cross 
was announced 
for Lt Cdr Geoffrey 
Sa*ton White. 


Piclu'G: AN Sufcn-M-innfl Musahti 
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-50° at 90 South £r 





BY THE time you reed this 
four sailors and marines 
should have pitched a 
flag pole at 90' South 
- the southernmost tip on 
the planet 

And as the Polarquest party 
hurries back over the ice and 
snow, Lt Polly Hatchard will be 
heading in ihe opposite direction, 
hoping io be [he first British 
Servicewoman to net foot at the 
South Pole. 

I’he four-strong Folumiest 
letini Ciipt Seat] Chappie RM, 
Suig Lt Cdr Andy Brown, Mne 
Craig Hunter and Map Paul 
Mattin - arc believed to be the 
fu'st British Servicemen to venture 
to the foot of the earth since Capt 
Scott, 

They were due to arrive at the 
Pole on Christmas Day* haring 
each dragged 20-stone sledges 
across Antarctica, for around 5U 
days. 

The quarter left Patriot Hills in 
mid-November at the beginning 
of their 1*450-mile round trip. 

On good days, tile team were 
covering 15 miles to a varied 
soundtrack on their iPods of 
Harry Ptmer and Dire Straits, 
before pitching tents for a rest. 

The Polarquesters have first- 
rate communications kit, allowing 
them to talk to the world from 
Antarctica, providing a daily 
update on their progress and 
answering questions from people 
across the globe. 

In his diary, expedition leader 
Capt Chappie (aka 

'The Ice Man*), 
describes she art of 
moving across the 
ICC- 

H [ survey the 
terrain ahead to 
pick my route. I look 
for patches of shiny hard packed 
snow that look like cake icing, or 
this my sledge will glide well" he 
writes. 

41 1 fed removed from the 
outside world, cocooned inside my 
clothing, my goggles restricting 
my vision to the front, the sides 
obscured by the fur trim on my 
hood keeping the wind from my 
face. 

£i l feci the force of the wind 
against my chest and rhe sound as 
it rushes past my ears, but inside 
my layers of clothing I am warm 
and comfortable. 1 ' 

Beyond personal goals, the 
aim of the expedition is to raise 
awareness of the White Ensign 
Association, rhe Britrih/RN role 
in Antarctica and to educate 
youngsters. 

Children in Blighty have been 
keen to learn about conditions 
facing the men - and the wildlife 
they encounter, or Lack of 
it. 

"There are no polar 
bears anywhere in 
Antarctica, only in 
the Arctic,” said 
Mne Hunter, 
disappointing 
scores of 

youngsters. 

H [n Antarctica 
there is no life or 
vegetation 
or any 


• Anticipating a ferrfs New Yean., Polarquest explorers (from left to 
right) Surg Lt Cdr Andy Brown, Mne Craig Hunter, expedition feader 
Capt Scan Chappie RM and Maj Paul Mattin prepare for their trip to 
t be South Pole 

Peture: Angte Pearce. CTC RM LympMow 
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means of supporting 
species, only a 
permanent ice 
sheet/* 

The Polarquest 
trek to the pole is the 
second expedition of 
the year to the end of 

die earth, 

Capt Chappie led a party to 
the North Pole in the spring, rhen 
geared up to lead a different band 
of brothers across Antarctica. 

The return trip should prove 
rather quicker than the 50-day 
slog; the explorers are using giant 
kites - Or power foils - to harness 
the power of the polar wind and 
haul them across the ice in rapid 
time. 

For Lt E latch ard (dubbed 
Trctiy Polly 1 and 'Polar Polly* 
by a certain popular tabloid 
newspaper) the challenge is to 
pick up the gauntlet of Britain's 
greatest Antarctic explorer* Sir 
Ernest ShackJeton. 

In his 1907-09 attempt To reach 
the South Fyle - commonly known 
as the Nimrod Expedition after the 
ship which carried the men south 
- Shackleton reached further south 
than any other explorer, 86°23'S, 
just 97 nautical miles from 
the Pole,. 

Unlike his rival 
Robert Falcon Scott, 
Shackleton had no 
intention of becoming 
an heroic failure - and 
turned around- 
Hc remarked: 
L 'Better a live donkey 
than a dead lion” 

It is where the 
'donkey* ended his 
3 907 -19 09 Expcd ition 
that Lt Hatchard picks up 
Shackleton’s. original route 

and attempts to follow it to the 
end of the earth. 

Temperatures are expected to 
be around -50 fc C once you add 
the relentless Antarctic wind 
to the equation, with the team 
moving on skis and camping 
each night under canvas, 

for the polar 
hr engineer 
officer, responsible for Lynx 
maintenance, could be 
found dragging tractor tyres 
around RNAS Ycovilton 
- practice for hauling a 
sled across the ice. 


“You look like a complete 
weirdo,” sa id Lt Hatchard. 

w But it's worth the effort in the 
long term. 

“I want to enjoy Antarctica and 
not be suffering from screaming 
thighs and aching hack pains.** 

And the reason why? 

“I thrive on really lough, 
challenging environments," the 
officer explained. 

■'I love site great outdoors and 
enjoy proving rhat women arc just 
as capable and lough as men - if 
not more so.* 1 

If all goes well Lt Hatchard and 
her five Companions should reach 
the Pole early this month. 

The trek will raise money for 
Breast Cancer Awareness and 
is al*o aimed at highlighting the 
work done by HMS Endurance in 
Antarctica each year (nut the centre 

5? Read the Polarquest team's 
diary at www.polarquest.en.ulk 


[X BITING cold on Narvik 
shores, sailors from British 
minchuntcr HMS Middleton 
gathered to pay their respects to 
those who had been lost. 

In a moving remembrance day 
ceremony, the ship's, commanding 
officer Lt Cdr Paddy Allen laid a 
wreath at the British Memorial at 
Formes. 

Beside the Naval officer stood 
Mrs Enny Hanson, whose drive 
had brought, this memorial into 
existence in 2003- 
r lTic memorial, paid for by the 
local community, marks the fierce 
battles between the British and 
German forces for control of the 
valuable harbour with irs access 
routes lu Sweden's iron ore. 

The ho mb re note continued 
with a visit to the Commonwealth 
War Graves piot at Narvik New 
Cemetery to visit she graved of 34 
British Servicemen. 

HMS Middleton returned 
home to Portsmouth in mid- 
December from her four and 
a half month deployment 

with Standing NATO Mine 
Countermeasures. Group One 
(SNMCMGi). 

A Splendid 
way to slim 

A SUMMER HMS Splendid 
is now ready to be laid up in 
storage, thanks to the work of 
the Marine Salvage Unit South 
at Devonpod- 

With space at a premium for 
storage, the retired Swiflsure- 
class submarine needed to lose 
a few appendages from around 
her girth and the lower part of 
her rudder 
But with dry docking 
expansive in time andVnoney, 
the naval base’s salvage 
experts were brought in to take 
on the difficult task underwater. 

Various approaches were 
considered before the team 
decided on a diamond-wire 
cutting system, the first time ihe 
MOO had used the method. 

The job created a number 
of challenges for the divers, as 
they contended with unusual 
construction materials and 
other difficulties. 

The team carried out 65 
dives, spending more than 
130 hours under the dockyard 
waters working on the old 
submarine. 
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O this is what you get 
^^fcfor more than half a 
'^^billion pounds. 

6*5 DO ions of ««1 and plastic, 
385 miles of Li by rLn thine cabling;, 
an army of workers day and nighi, 
Iwu imposing masts* a ruddy 
great flight deck, a rather large 


IT IS 11 months since HMS Daring hurried down a 
slipway and thundered into the River Clyde at her 
launch. An awful lot has happened since then as 
RICHARD HARGREAVES found when he re-visited 
Britain’s first Type 45 destroyer 



gun aimed at the uutbwitem 
suburbs of Glasgow, menses which 
puf mosr nf the Fleet r a shame. 

Oh* and the envious eye? of 
most of the world's navies. 

lowering above a dry dock at 
EAE Systems' Seotsioun yard on 
the north ban k of the Oyde sits the 
first of BritainV- ncxi-gttncrfliion 
warships: HMS Daring. 

On my Jrc&t visit to the ship 
15 months ago, I was rather 
d isappointed. (From memory, 
my rathe? blunt comment was: 
"Lots of empty rust-coloured 
compartments. 1 '') 

Fifteen months is a long time in 
shipbuilding. 

For a start, inside like outside is 
nowpusser’s grey (the passageways 
at least, must compartments are 
painted wh itc, however). 

The compartments have kit in 
them. The heads have toilets and 
sinks. The chart room has its chart 
table and WECDIS navigation 
terminal installed- Consoles 
stretch across the bridge and the 
ship's wheel (it Looks rather like a 
Formula 1 car fc s steering wheel] 
turns - -although the ship* of 
Course, doesn't. 

And from rhe bridge you not 
surprisingly gel an excellent view 
of Daring's forecastle. 

Hie 'Kryren' 4.5in gun sirs 
neatly in place. 

Behind that are 4ft lids — picture 
the top of a whcclic bin painted 
grey and you get the idea which 
cover the missile silos for the Aster 
misfiles which will be the ship's 
first line of defence against air 
attack. 

At sea, the forecastle should 
he devoid of sailors. No capstans 


and anchor chains here* they 3 !* 
enclosed below. 

The same goes for the 
quarterdeck. Two huge hydraulic 
doors can be opened for 
manoeuvres such as 
towing* otherwise, it*? 
relatively protected from 
[he elements. 

It's not done for crew 
comfort- WeH> 
entirely. The 
aim is to reduce the 
ship's radar cross 
section particularly 
handy if you're an air 
defence destroyer. 

Much in Daring will 
make her easier to run. 


Mars bars through the decks? 

Gone. Or that's the theory. A 
stores hoist (basically a Lift) runs 
through six decks, accessing the 
main store? - food* clothing* 
spare parts {but not 
ammunition}- 
Ii T s these cultural 
changes which really stand 
out in Daring. A lot 
of fuss has - rightly 
- been made of the 
six-berth cabins for 
funior rates; the day? 
of 39-mati messes are 
past. 

So too the days of 
communal showers 
and heads. Each shower* 



The operations room, the 
ship's heart* is brightly lit. The 
console operators have full-colour 
screens* three screens each in fact, 
to work on. 

Sia ringat green or orange screens 
in a dark, dingy compartment for 


each toilet is an individual 
cubicle* male and female- Oh, 
and those ceramic Hour tiles* 
they're gone Lou. 

Every cabin L? networked; we are 
dealing with the iPod generation. 

There are some relics of the 


hours on end has been banished to 
the history* books. 

It's the same in the ship control 
room, where a handful of computer 
consoles (a mini version of the 
bridge of the Smnhip Enwrpme) 
replaces Lhe wall of dials* switches 
and flashing Lights in the current 
generation of warships. 

The expansive flight deck - iFs 
29 metres lung, enough space 
to land Lynx, Sea King, Merlin 
or Chinook - is ready to take its 
first helicopter (they might have to 


Type 42 era - a few turquoise-blue 
boxes s nd consoles* for example. 

And that awful chintzy flowery 
pattern on the wardroom Couches 
and chairs which the RN has been 
saddled with for a generation. 
Gone, 

As of the end of November, 
Daring was roughly two-thirds 
finished. Much of her has still to 
be tested. The PAAM5 missile 
system for a start- The flilo is in 
place* but the missiles, the radar* 
die brains behind PAAMS have 


move the containers and vending 
machine first* however). 

And remember the fun of 


not yet arrived! trial? using the 
Longbow barge take place Ln the 
Mediterranean this spring. 


storing a ship for deployment? 
That human chain passing pallet? 
of tinned tomatoes and boxes of 


But the electrics work - the 
Counter? of Wessex* the ?hip'? 
sponsor* flicked the switch on 


'The ship the Navy has 


LOG on to the Royal Navy's website and l ry to find 
HMS Daring. 

You won't find a dedicated page for her. You'll 
find her under the Type 45 destroyer programme 
heading in the 'future ships' section. 

Daring is very much future Navy' alongside the 
nexl-g eneration of aircraft carriers. 

Queen Elizabeth and Prince of Wales are 
elaborate computer graphics* artist's impressions 
if you like. 

Dering, however, is tangible. And we L re not just 
talking about the warship. 

Fixed to a flight of metal stairs on a rather non¬ 
descript brick building in a huge shipyard on 
the north bank of the Clyde is the banner 'HMS 
Daring'. 

Inside can be found her ship's company. (Fifteen 
or so years ago the current First Sea Lord oversaw 
the arrival of HMS Norfolk* first of the Type 23 
frigates from these same offices.) 

And that ship's company grows by the week. 
When the Countess of Wessex visited it was just 
16 strong. By the end of January* it will 
number 40, 

"Type 45 is not 
future. It's the 
here and now, 

It^s the present," 

declares Cdr 

David Shutts, 

Marine Engineer 
Office and Daring's 
Senior Naval Officer 
(h e was also her first 
grew member). 

Present* yes, but 
there is a long way 
to go. 

Daring won’t put to 
sea till the summer, and 
won't be handed over to 
the RN official ly for many 
months. Her Commanding 
Officer doesn't join her until 
the turn of the year and it will be Hie 
aulumn(ish} of 2003 before she enters her home 
port off Portsmouth for the first time* and another 
year after that before she is declared operational. 

If it's such a long road* why so many sailore 
now? What do sailors without a working ship do? 

There's the divisional structure to set up. 
Operating procedures to define, training to plan 
(more than £7rri is set aside to ensure every one 
of the 196 men and women of Daring will be ready 



when the ship is operational}* and problems to 
solve. Or is it challenges to overcome? 

Normally it's weapons systems which have the 
techno buffs salivating (and, to be sure, they do). 
But the marine engineers hove tongues on the 
floor when it comes lo Oaring. 

"It^s exciting - and perhaps a little bit scary. The 
propulsion system is cutting edge* unique - there's 
nothing like it in the world," says WOI Graeme 
McGlung, the ship's propulsion manager 

H l sat m the appointors office, saw Type 45 was 
available and said: Til have that one f r The number 
of people whoVe rung me and asked me how I go! 
this job-..There is a mountain of work which goes 
with it* 

It’s that same idea of being at the cutting edge 
which attracted PQ{WEA) Adam L Chats' Harris. 

H This ie new kit, up-to-date technology- Being 
the first person to operate it* people are going 
to look at you as the first point of reference/' he 
adds. 

PO(MEML) Roy Pavett enthuses: "It s a fantastic 
ship and the greatest opportunity the HN has given 
me. There's nowhere better to be. It'e the most 
advanced ship with the best kit," 

But as any sailor knows there’s more to a ship 
and engines* cables and 
computers* missiles and 
guns. 

There is the 
unquantifiable* the 
undef inabl e r Spirit* eth os, 
ensuring 6*506 tons of 
metal (8,500 tons fully 
I laden) earns the coveted 
'happy ship' tag. 

The first cap tallies 
have been handed out 
- Wtr Karen Munro has 
the distinction of being 
the ship's first rating, LSA 
Jason Lee (ho first leading 
hand. 

The first Trafalgar Night dinner has been 
held (nor on the ship but in the magnificent 
surroundings of Glasgow's City Hail), It was an 
affair not just for officers, but for the entire ship's 
company (11 strong at that stage). 

Deputy marine engineer officer Li Mai Tonge 
became the ship’s first representative sportsman 
- competing in the Neptune triathlon. 

And Daring has had her first sporting injury. Cdr 
Shuffs lasted just six minutes on the rugby pitch 
as a referee before his Achilles tendon ruptured; it 
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• Daring's ship's company and distinguished guests ceiebrate their first Trafalgar Night in Glasgow 


was his first time in hospital as a patient in more 
than four decades on this mortal coil... and his first 
time on crutches. 

Thankfully his ship is In rather finer fettle. 
Already Oaring has her affixations - the city of 
Birmingham was quick to adopt the ship - she 
has her colours (brick red and yellow)* she has an 
interested sponsor in the Countess of Wessex* 
keen to keep in touch with all Darings progress, 
and she has a motto; audax - brilliantly 

daring, 

"it is down to us to inculcate the Daring spirit 
and ethos for the rest of her career, to set the tone 
of the ship," says Cdr Shutts. 

It's about taking whal is best in the Royal Navy 
and making it work for the future." 

After almost 28 years in the RN, Executive 
Warrant Officer Steve Delo has pretty much seen 
it all; Civvy street was clamouring, but he turned it 
down in favour of Daring. 

"I started my career in ships which have long 
since been forgotten, blow I'm on a ship which will 


be around for the next 25 years. This is the ship the 
Navy has wanted for years. Without doubt, this is 
the best job in the Navy" 

There is* unsurprisingly a bit of professional 
jealousy among non Type 45 sailors (sc that's 
most of the Navy - £d), For every billet on Daring 
there are roughly ten applicants. Daring's crew are 
sometimes referred to as “the chosen ones". 

Cdr Shutts explains: "It's not knocking what we 
do in the resi of the Fleet- H's in people's nature 
to want to do something new. We’ve been looking 
forward to the Type 45 for 15 years. Even so I'm 
bowled over by how many people want to be 
involved with Daring." 

The rest of the Fleel may took upon Daring 
with covetous eyes* and the Army and Air Force 
may wonder why Britain is spending hundreds ot 
millions of pounds on L just' a ship. 

To Ihe naysayers, Cdr Shuns is bullish. "Let's 
make her work, let's show people what she can 
do, 41 

That hour is coming. 


• Reflections in a goiden aye... Daring in her Hooded-up dry dock at Scotstoun 

Rielures. EAE SyMwrritedr Da^id SJiLrtia/LAptKKj Jim Fenwick 


the diesel generators and Daring 
hummed to life. 

Tiling now mean* fewer trials 
to conduct when she goes to sea 
for the first rime in the summer. 

Fitting Daring out is a 2«t- 
hour'a-day operation* six days 
each week. By day and night mure 
than 700 engineers* electricians* 
technicians, shipwrights, and 
carpenters swarm over her. 

There ate 777 compartments In 
all to finish before she is officially 
handed over. 

Some people may dismiss the 
art of shipbuilding as an archaic 
leftover from the industrial 
revolution. Arryonc can bit rid a big 
grey box andfiz it together with rivets 
and e voiding. 

Wrong- Imagine installing three 
miles of cable every week into 
something one and a half times 
longer than a football pitch but 
three times narrower. Each cable 
has to be connected correctly. Get 
it wrong and systems don't work 
and sailors will die. 

There are 620,000m of cables 
running through the ship (that's 
385 miles In old money}- 

A warship is probably the most 
complex man-made moving object 
there is, with the exception perhaps 
of a space rocket. 

“When people walk around they 
realise the skill of the workforce,™ 
says Daring's area manager Ross 
McClure proudly. “They see the 
complexity, they see the miles of 
cable. 

Hl I have been in shipbuilding for 
30 years, worked my way up from 
working on the plales n to foreman* 
to eventually overseeing everyone. 

“Some of the guys think I'm 
mod- 13?ring will "be my first 
'delivery' and There'll be a few 
tears when she goes because 
there's great pride in her.™ 

8 the waters will Lap around 
the hull of Daring's sister HjMS 
Dauntless at 3.26pm on January 
23 - one minute after her sponsor 


• Daring is ushered out of her dry dock in preparation for Qaunties s’ 
arrival at Scotstoun 


presses the button to launch her. 

The second Type 45 destroyer 
currently sits on a slipway at B.AE 
Systems" Govan yard on the C. lyde 
as final preparations sue made for 
her launch. 

Lady BurnelhNugent* the 
wife of Commander-in-Chief 
Fleet Admiral Sir James Borne! 1- 


Nugent* has been chosen as 
Dauntless' sponsor and will be 
guest of honour at the launch 
ceremony. 

Once Launched, Dauntless will 
be towed down river to BAF's yard 
on the opposite bank of die Clyde 
at Scotstoun where she will join 
her older sister to be fitted out . 


wanted for years...' 
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MWS puts 
Chileans 
on course 

THE MARITIME Warfare 
School at 11 MS Collingwuud has 
completed a successful ten-month 
warfare and weapon engineering 
training programme for Chilean 
crew members of the former 
I IMS Norfolk, now the CMS 
Almirante Cochrane. 

Chilean sailors and officers 
Lrained alongside their Royal 
Navy counterparts, and the 
programme culminated in the 
Chilean bridge team going 
through the Consort bridge 
simulator before they sailed a 
Type 2 3 for the first time. 

The second tranche of 
personnel have nw joined 
Collingwond in advance of 
accepting the CN$ Almirante 
Lynch - formerly HMS Grafton 

in the spring. 

The programme has been 
conducted in conjunction 
with ihc KN 7 s training partner 
Flagship Training Ltd* and has 
seen practically all pre-joining 
training courses undertaken by 
RN staff. 

Tlie South Americans will now 
continue with on-board training 
with an Attached Training Team* 
mainly Flagship personnel but 
augmented as required by UN 
personnel* before the Almirante 
Cochrane embarks on sea 
training under Flag Officer Sea 
Training early this year. 

D'you hear there? 

BRITISH Forces Broadcasting 
Service (BFBS) radio is now avail¬ 
able on Sky Digital Channel 03 84. 

This means that, for the first 
time* BFBS is now able lo reach 
British forces stationed across the 
UK, Unking in with the existing 
coverage of activities in die Middle 
East, the Balkans and Europe. 

Stations in Iraq and Germany 
arc joining BFBS UK to maintain 
a 24-hour a day service. 


Maritime group aims 
for clearer vision 



VISION 

LK< 

a feh Latte (tt the stf 


A GROUP of maritime 
Organ isalions is decking 
to increase understanding 
of the maritime industry 
and the Royal Navy has 
pledged itself to the cause 
by creating a dedicated 
liaison post. 

Sea Vision was created to 
support a sector of the British 
economy worth more than 
£40 billion and which employs 
more than a quarter of a 
million people. 

Backed by key sponsors in the 
Royal Navy, British Shipping and 
Lloyd's Register, Sea Vision now 
includes more than 26ft part¬ 
ner organisations, making it the 
largest maritime group in Europe. 

With a remit 10 specifically 
target awareness among rhe young* 
the group supports many of the 
aims of the Royal Navy, as well as 



i Common interest: the QE2 and HMS Cornwall 


encouraging co-operatLon across 
the industry. 

The Royal Navy's first Sea 
Vision UK Development Manager 
is Lt Will King, and he is keen 
to ensure the Navy - one of the 
founding fathers back in 2003 
- knows Sea Vision is there. 

Lt King said the gruup was 
less prominent during the Trafalgar 
200 celebrations in 2005, when the 
Sea Britain initiative Led die way. 

But now the onus fs back on 
Sea Vision to ensure the British 
public gets die message about tlie 
crucial role of seaborne trade and 
activities. 

“Early last year the Royal 



WHITE ENSIGN 
ASSOCIATION 


Limited 



provides advice on: 

personal administration & finance, 

and 

resettlement & employment 

UNBIASED, CONFIDENTIAL & FREE 

Tel: 020 7407 8658 
IVIOD: 9621 81945 

office® wh ite emig n, co.uk 

HMS BELFAST, Too ley Street, London SET 21H 
Fax: 020 735? 6298 

www „ whrteen sjgn.co, u k 

WiA Representative! conduct brJefirygs'Jnlervlewj reguTarry at 
Establishments [ bookings. taken through ResettlementEducation 
Cemrtsf. and by appointment onboard MM Ships. 

A Mutual Charrfy for ALL service and ex-service personnel of 
the Royal Navy, Royal Marines, QAKNNS, and their Reserves 


Navy decided to re-commit to 
Sea Vision by putting a full-time 
Warfare lieutenant in instead of 
lust a temporary position/* said 
Lt King. 

“It is much better resourced 
than before* the partnership has 
expanded - and the Rcyal Navy is 
sat right in the middle of it." 

One of Lt King's primary 
objectives is io increase the corpo¬ 
rate knowledge of Sea Vision UK 
within the RN. 

“We brief all Commanding 
Officers designate, and we want 
ships io take our branding and use 
it during events like Ship Open to 
Visitora, 17 he said. 

A forum in London staged in 
November brought representatives 
from across the sector - including 
Leisure boating, shipping lines and 


Learn the lingo 


COURSES in Arabic, Pashto and 
Farsi/Dari are on offer to RN 
personnel - provided they show 
an aptitude for languages. 

Applications are invited for 
the next Directorate of Joint 
Commitment-sponsored 
long language courses at the 
Defence School: of Languages 
at Beaconslieid, 

The next two 15-month cours¬ 
es start in April and July. 

The aim is for students to 
reach the NATO STANAG 6001 
standard SLP3 minimum pro¬ 
fessional, and are being run 
in response to lhe operational 
need for linguists in Iraq and 
Afghanistan; the courses are fol¬ 
lowed by operational tours in 
the role of lingui&i interpreter- 
officers of any rank up to lieu- 



ROYAL 

NAVY 



environmental groups together 
to report on progress in ,2006 
and to map out the campaign for 
this year- 

specific efforts will include 
a significant presence at events 
such as national boat shown, holi¬ 
day and travel shows and smaller 
regional events, and increased 
awareness of the industry in terms 
of careers and training. 

Lt King said that there is much 
io be gained from die vast network 
of partners, in terms of support for 
ship visits, and on the other side 
of ihc coin is ihc need for com¬ 
manding officers to spot potential 
within their ships 7 programmes for 
linking in to the Sea Vision brand. 

For more details of the organi¬ 
sation and events* sec the website 
www.seavi si Dnuk.org 


tenant commander/major, and 
ratings/other ranks at any level,, 
regular or reservist, may apply, 
though the application must be 
endorsed by the volunteer's GO 
and personnel authority. 

Selection is by Interview, and 
candidates must have complet¬ 
ed a multi-language aptitude 
test or hold a formal qualifica¬ 
tion in a foreign language (mini¬ 
mum A Level grade C). 

For details or to obtain an 
application form, call Barbara 
Hook on 020 7218 8033, (9621 
84&3&K email Barbara.iiook?20# 
mod.uk or DJC DCMC-BLACC 
(Dii account), or write to Defence 
Language Asset Coordination 
Cell, Room 274, DCMC, Main 
Building, Horse Guards Avenue, 
Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB. 


FIELD GUN 

Organisers 
prepare a 
barrage of 
activities 


THE gruelling Field Gun compe¬ 
tition has for decades summed up 
ihc qualities die Royal Navy seeks 
in its sailors. 

Leadership, teamwork, Loyalty, 
mutual respect dcrcrniinarion s 
professionalism, discipline, cour¬ 
age, humour, a ‘can do' attitude, 
all part of the RN ethos Hummed 
up in recent years hy the observa¬ 
tion that Tlie Team Works 7 , 

Now the Senior Service in tak¬ 
ing the opportunity to celebrate 
the event often described as the 
toughest [tarn sport in die world. 

2007 seta the Centenary' of Field 
Gun, and a series of events and 
miriatifves is being set in morion, 
culminating in a spectacular 
finale at IIMS CuLLingwuod in the 
summer. 

Field Gun 100 will be officially 
launched next month* and die 
programme will get under way 
from the end of March. 

Events along the way include: 
0A Royal Navy team taking 
part in the fearsome Swartkop 
Challenge at Ladysmith in South 
Africa, celebrating the feat of the 
original RN ana Army contin¬ 
gent which dragged heavy guns 
across mile* of unforgiving terrain 
to relieve the besieged town of 

Ladysmith^ 

HA Run the Gun challenge, 
Staged between March and May in 
the form of a revitalised ^Gliff and 
Chasm" course at GoHingwoods 
the ship's team which sets he fast¬ 
est time will win a new trophy; 

3 The "Team Works' project, in 
which field gun teams develop 
links with local youth groups and 
leadership schemes. 

Field Gun 160 Day will be on 
June 9, drawing up to 20 b 000 
spectators to sec 18 teams battle 
it out for the Brickwoods Trophy, 
although there will be plenty of 
other attractions and exhibits 
around the site. 


SWIFTSURE CLASS SUBMARINE 

1973-1980 

This model is hind cast in nieiaL black washed and polished to give a pewter effect, 
mounted on a wooden plinth 1 I” x 2" with polished plaque 



To order your model send your name, address and daytime telephone number, 
along with your cheque or credit card details ro: 

Skyirtx, Lid, Unit 1 Cham wood Business Park, North Road* 
Loughborough Leicestershire LEI I ILE 

Tel: 01509 213789 Fax: 01509 230874 

email: salcs@skytrcK,eom skytrcx.com 
PLEASE ALLOW UP TO 28 DAYS FOR DELIVERY 
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Navy warned over 
souvenir dangers 



SAILORS and Royals leav¬ 
ing on deployments are 
being warned that their 
souvenirs from overseas 
could be memorable for all 
the wrong reasons. 

And the complexity of laws 
covering internal Iona! export 
of ‘exotic souvenirs' and 
endangered species means 
the best advice is often ‘if in 
doubt. Leave it out-' 

It is not just animals and animal 
products that could can*e a prob¬ 
lem - the Washington Convention 
on International Trade in 
Endangered Specie li of Wild Flora 
and Fauna {known as CITES) 
regulate* trade in more than 
33,000 species, of w hich 28,000 
are plants, and CITES bans trade 
in 800 species all together. 

And if none of that rings alarm 
bells, then a range uf potentially" 
fatal illneshes - including HIV and 
Ebola virus - could also befall the 
unwary adventurer. 

No one is suggesting; that Royal 
Navy personnel will be setting up 
illegal imports of endangered spe¬ 
cies, but to highlight the danger 
of inadvertently falling foul of the 
law. Ministry of Defence Police 
(JvtDF) officer PC Mark Cray is 
spreading the word with the help 
of some hard-hitting images. 

As part of his MDF Endangered 
Species Awareness campaign, PC 
Grays presentation features pho¬ 
tograph* of busknievt* such as 
chimpanzee, which looks grue- 
somely human., and one striking 
and gory image has the head of a 
gorilla presented on a plate. 


The message in these cases* 
according, to PC Gray, is simple: 
■'Would you eat this,, - \ wouldn’t"; 
Ebola virus, a particularly nasty 
disease which causes massive 
uncontrolled bleeding and is fatal 
in up to 90 per cent of cases, 
can be transmitted simply through 
contact with the bodily fluid* of 
apes. 

PC Gray, whose duties as 
Wildlife Crime Officer have to he 
lined in iiround other standard 
tasks, is targeting units and estab¬ 
lishments to educate staff on the 
risks they face when shopping for 
souvenirs abroad. 

M 1 do not haw a Lot of wildlife 
crime to deal with in Portsmouth 
Naval Ease in the sense of fox¬ 
hunting or badger-baiting” said 
PC Gray. 

HL C1TES offences arc prob¬ 
ably rhe only wildlife offence* 
that could possibly be committed 
within the dockyard. 

“CITES authorities have decid¬ 
ed that diplomatic mission* and 
Armed Forces of all member states 
should be aware of the problem;, 

and as the MDFs CITES officer 
I have started by talking to and 
training the Navy police, then the 
MOD police, then the guards on 
the gates. 


il I will identify ships that are 
going overseas and liaise with the 
Navy police on board to come on 
and talk to the ship's company.” 

PG Gray has also organised 
workshops to spread the word 

beyond the RN and Portsmouth; 
a recent *uch event at Fore 
Blockhouse included Army per¬ 
sonnel from Munrhwuud and 


\..let the buyer beware". 

If you arc tempted to buy 
a momenta from a far-flung 
land, just bear in mind that the 
import of many items may be 
covered by CITES legislation! 
either banning it or imposing 
strict controls. 

Such items include: 

S3 Skins and products from 
cat species such as tigers, 
leopards and jaguars; 

S3 Ivory items; 

53Jewellery sunglasses and 
other items made from tor¬ 
toiseshell and the shells of 
turtles; 

53 Orchids and cacti; 

!3 Coral - often used in 


was supported by staff from HM 
ftevenue and Customs * who 
brought a wide-ranging display of 
items seized under CITES rules 
at Heathrow 

CITES consists of 167 member 
states - the UK was a founder 
member - and the penalties of 
breaching the law can be severe; 
unlimited fines and/or imprison¬ 
ment. 

PC Gray stressed there was no 
evidence that Royal Navy person¬ 
nel arc bringing in restricted or 
banned items, but through educa¬ 
tion and awareness no one should 
fall foul of the Law - and another 
step will be taken towards preserv¬ 
ing species which are ar risk of 
extinction. 


necklaces, earrings and orna¬ 
ments; 

53 Bu&hmeat; 

53 Reptile skins; such items as 
snakeskin or crocodile skin 
boots and shoes, bags, belts 
and watchsiraps; 

53 Caviar; 

0 Traditional medicinal prod¬ 
ucts, which may include tiger 
hone, rhino hom and other 
endangered species. 

Some items are prohibited, 
others require an export and/ 
or import licence. 

The advice from UK author¬ 
ities i&: if you are not sure, or 
have any doubts, then do not 
buy it 


Caveat emptor... 



• Royal Mannas hoarding parties from HMS Westminster; on OTF 
150 duties, approach a dhow in the Gutf of Oman 


RN takes reins 
of coalition fleet 


THE ROYAL. Navy is again in 
charge of the coalition task force 
which patrol* some of the busie&E 
shipping lane* of the world. 

Cdre Bruce Williams has. 
assumed the role of Commander 
Tu*k Force 150 from German 
Rear Admiral Heinrich Lange on 
December 6. 

Illustrating die cosmopolitan 
nature of the force, the change of 
command ceremony cook place 
on board the Canadian frigate 
HMCS Ottawa. 

CTF 150 was established early 
in Operation Enduring Freedom, 
and conduct* security patrols in 
the Gulf of Aden, Gulf of Oman, 
the Arabian Sea* Red Sea* and the 
Indian Ocean - sea* criss-cmssed 
by major routes between the Far 
East and Europe and the United 
State*. 

Their ’patch' covers more than 
two million square mile* of ocean 
and fi d fKI0 mile* of coastline in 12 
countries. 



Cdrc Williams* who I* also Dep¬ 
uty Commander UK Maritime 
Force, said: “It i* a huge honour 
to he asked to take up the rein* 
in promoting security of this vital 
artery of world trade from my il¬ 
lustrious predecessor*.” 

Qdre William** staff, based at a 
headquarters in Bahrain, reflects 
the multinational nature uf the 
force, being drawn from 12 of the 
18 countries which contribute. 



live at Gunwharf Quays for less 


Just £380 per month* to own a home at Gunwharf Quays 

4 Represents a 40% share in a studio flat valued at £75,000. Includes approx, mortgage repayments, rent and service charges. 

Call today on 02392 294 598 
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Southern 
Housing 

Home 
Ownership 


Part of Southern Housing Group 
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Silver service 


Portland 
is back 
at sea 


FRIGATE HMS Portland is back 
;i[ sea following an elght-tiiomh 
upgrade jie Fommouch Naval 
Base - and sailed out iiuo Efte 
iccch of an autumn gale. 

Improvements ro the Type 23 
frigate included work on her 
flight deck and hangar to allow 
her to carry Merlin, overhauls 
to her propulsoin and weapons 
systems, enhancements to her 
accommodation and updates to 
her IT system. 

The work was carried out by 
Fk-eL Support Lad. 

The Plymouth-based ship was 
due to carry out a series of sea 
trials off the South Coast and 
spend Christinas alongside in 
Portsmouth before heading bock 
home early this month. 

Portland and her ship’s com¬ 
pany will then undergo the rig¬ 
ours of sea training out of 
Devon port until she reaches 
a state of readiness for oper¬ 
ational deployment, around 
May. 

Her Commanding Officer, 
Cdr Rub Bellfitld, said: w lt is good 
to have the ship back at sea where 
she belongs - the most satisfying 
aspect of seeing all the new joiners 
setding into the routine of a fight¬ 
ing W3 rship” 


LOOKING after a treas¬ 
ure trove can be a rather 
expensive business, 

Bui ihe more ships, squad¬ 
rons and units make use of 
this unique hoard, the more 
money there is to look after it. 

The treasure - in the shape of 
pieces of silver, paintings* htrni- 
Lure, u genuine Faberge egg and 
even one of the most famous high- 
soeicry women of her day - is 
in the haodn of the Royal Navy 
Trophy Fund. 


^ *4 


And the RNTF's 
ledger shows a col¬ 
lection which runs to 
around 17,000 items 
with a value in excess 
of £10 million. 

While some of the 
items have an ohvinus 
monetary value, oth¬ 
ers have a historical 
value which is virtu¬ 
ally impossible to 
quantify, what price 
Lady Penelope* from 
Tfoimtterbirds? 

The upper-crust 
puppet was present¬ 
ed to frigate HMS 
Penelope in June 
19G7 by film and TV 
prod ucticrn company 
Cctitu ry 21, which was 
affiliated to die ship, 
and was believed to 
be the only one of the 
original models which 
Survived a clear-out 
after filming ended- 
The name RN 
Tmphy Fund is some¬ 
what misleading, as the 
Tmphy Centre in HMS 
Nelson is not cra mmed 
hill of silver cups with 
large handles. 

The official definition of a 
Naval Trophy is H an item which 
is, or may become, of historic or 
commemorative significancCi or 
of interest to a past or present 
Naval unit, or to the Royal Navy 
gene rally, 

He To become a trophy an item 
must be considered worthy of 
long-term retention and care by 
the Service” 

Any gift or presentation is 
generally made to die Royal 
•Navy as a whole, rather than 
f to an individual person or unit* 
and RN personnel should bear 
in mind that any such gift will 
be considered a trophy unless the 
RNTF Trustees decide otherwise. 


• four of the five members of the HNTF Board of Trustees at the Trophy Centre 
in HMS Nelson: from tcft r CPO Coiin Armstrong, Cdr Richard Morrison r WO Chris 
Browne (leaning on the binnacle from Capt Scott's SS Terra Nova} and Capt 
Chris Page, seated in Nelson's recently-restored armchair. Cdre David Steel is 
the fifth of the Trustees, in the background, centre p can be seen the original Lady 
Penelope Creighton-Ward from Thunderbird* (also pictured left) 


As a charity, the Fund must 
earn much of the money it needs 
to keep running - the bulk of 
the expenditure goes on repair 
and refurbishment, and on the 
purchase of new trophies such as 
paintings or silver tabic centrepiec¬ 
es for new ships where no existing 
tmphy, perhaps from a former ship 
with the same name, is available. 

The bulk of the money raised 
comes from hire fees - til though 
the majority of trophies go out 
on long-term loans, other items 
can he borrowed for specific occa¬ 
sions, such as Trafalgar Night or 
Fickle Night dinners. 

Another source of cash is from 
the disposal of trophies which the 


Trustees decide have passed their 
sell-by date in terms of relevance 
lo the RN. 

It is hoped that in future such 
disposals can be conducted through 
scaled bids from Service and ex- 
Service personnel, with details of 
auctions published in Navy Netsr r 
remaining unsold items will be 
offered for public auction. 

But the Trustees arc keen to 
spell out that the items they look 
after belong to each and every 
Serviceman and woman - they are 
part of the Royal Navy’s heritage. 

Naval personnel visiting HMS 
Nelson who would like to visit 
the Trophy Centre should call 
Portsmouth Naval Base 23878, 


Mersey 
wins the 
Jersey 

rFS the Jersey for Mersey as the 
patrol ship proved her worth by 
taking a top Navy rrophy, 

The Jersey Cup is awarded to the 
most outstanding Offshore Fairol 
Vessel qf the Fishery Protection 
Squadron, and Mersey took the 
rifle for her 'tenacious’ enforce¬ 
ment of legislation on behalf of 
the Marine Fisheries Agency. 

Over the year Mersey complet¬ 
ed 20ft patrol days and carried out 
more than 300 inspections of UK 
and foreign fishing boats, leading 
to Ehc discovery of 48 notifiable 
infringements and the achieve¬ 
ment of nine detentions all in a 
'■firm but fair manner/" according 
to the citation. 

The -cup itself an impressive 
silver rrophy, originally presented 
by the Channel Island to the World 
War 2 warship HM8 Jersey - was 
presented to the Commanding 
Officer of tile River-class ship, Ll 
Cdr Ian Lynn* hy die Lieutenant 
Governor of Jersey } l.t Gen Andrew 
Ridgway, on board Mersey. 

The cup was then taken back 
to its lloitie, the island’s museum, 
where it remains on public display. 

The Fishery Protection 
Squadron is the oldest squadron 
of the Royal Navy, dating back to 
at least die I tills century. 

German visit 

NAVAL cadets from die Home 
Counties were ho pleased with a 
visit hosted by the German Navy 
that they are hoping to plan anoth¬ 
er foreign [rip for this summer. 

Members of the Naval Cadet 
Corps from TS Invincible, based 
at Rletchlcy Park - home of the 
Enigma Code breakers visited 
the Germans in Hamburg over 
the summer, learning about their 
navy and managing to fit m a little 
sightseeing and shopping for good 
measure. 
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Royal Navy Baseball Cap 

Made from 1 00% brushed cotton, this cap 
is embroidered with the Royal Navy logo, 
Buckle adjustment ensures one size fits all. 

£ 9.99 UK 


Ancient Mariners Cap 

This popular cap is made from 100% navy 
blue cotton and soft beige suede peak. 

The adjustable strap means one size fits all, 






£ 9.99 UK 


Captains Cap 

This classic cap is made from 100% navy 
blue cotton and soft beige suede peak. 
The adjustable strap ensures that one 
size fits all. 


£9.99 UK 


Fleece Scarves 

Our modern fleecy scarf is available in 
black or caramel and is embroidered 
with the Royal Naval Crown, 

£8.99 UK 


How to order: phone 023 9272 4921 - or write to: 

The Business Manager, N^vy News, HMS Nelson, Ports menu! h PQ1 3HH or 
visit our online store at www.navynews.co.uk 
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Royal Navy Long Sleeved 
Striped Rugby Shirt 

This long sleeved striped rugby shirt is 
embroidered with the Royal Navy logo. 
Available in red/navy/white or light blue/ 
navy/whlte. Sizes to fit: S: 32/24" M: 36/38 
1:40/42" X1:44/46" XXL48" 

£35.99 UK 
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Royal Navy Classic 
Rugby Shirt 

This heavyweight, short sleeved striped 
rugby shirt is embroidered with the Royal 
Navy iogo and is made from 100% ring 
spun cotton, Machine washable, Sizes 
to fit: S: 52/34" M:36/3S" L40/42" 
XL:44/46" XXL:48" 

£32.99 UK 



Royal Navy Hooded 
Sweatshirt 

This hooded sweatshirt has front kangaroo 
style pockets and matching colour draw 
cord in the hood. Made from a 50/50 
Combed Ring Spun cotton and polyester 
mix, it is embroidered with the Royal Navy 
logo. Available in Sports Grey and Navy, 
Sizes: 5:38" M:4Q" L:42" XL:44" XXL46" 

£26.99 UK 
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The clock is ticking for Astute 




ASTUTE 


FOR years it has been nothing more tangible 
than a project. 

It may have started in the early 1990s as a concept, 
and developed into a design* but it has been a project 
for a long, long time. 

Bui all ihai is changing now* 
for very soon it will be real. 

The pieces of metal - thou¬ 
sands of them, cut and shaped 
with tolerances down to hun¬ 
dredths of a millimetre - have 
been fashioned into giant rings 
and massive slot-in modules. 

Even now, with the major com¬ 
ponents a]] fitted together, there 
is still a web of scaffolding and 
shrouds of plastic* and holes* 
hatches and gaps by the hundred. 

But the end is now in sight* and 
the clock is ricking down. 

Within six months this gargan¬ 
tuan programme, with all its tech¬ 
nological challenges* its years of 
delays, will have delivered a very 
capable submarine. 

On June 8* the door of the 
Devonsllire Duck Hal] ai Barrow- 
in-Furness wi]] open and the sleek 
black form of HMS Astute will 
creep from its cavernous depths. 

That Friday wall be a memo¬ 
rable one for rhe town* although 
ihe day will be dry in at least one 
sense. 

For the 7*8Q(Monne boat, the 
first to be built at Barrow since 
HMS Vengeance was launched in 
September 1993* wi]] be gently 
lowered on a shiplift into the water 
over the subsequent weekend. 

She will then move no 
further than a lew metres, 
tugged round to the adja¬ 
cent jetty, where she will 
continue to prove herself 
and her systems until she 
cun be delivered to the 
Royal Navy towards the end 
of the su mmer of 20OB. 

And while Astute is prepared 
for her big day, work at the BAH 
Systems Submarines yard contin¬ 
ues on her two sisters* Ambush and 
Artful, with the lessons learned on 
Astute still helping to drive down 
the costs on boats two and three. 

Items for a projected fourth boat 
have also bcco ordered to miti¬ 
gate agsonsl delays as rhe earning 
hunter-killers which the Astute® 
will replace - the Swiftsurc and 
Trafalgar classes - arc approaching 
the ends of their working lives. 

In the specialised field of nucle¬ 
ar submarine production* supply 
lines have to be protected against 
the cyclical nature of the work, 
and BAE Systems has recently 
bought equipment from a Scottish 
firm which is leaving the market. 

Gary Davies* Fabrication 
Manager in the New Assembly 
Shop, is currently overseeing the 
installation of a refurbished 2*50 0- 
tonne steel press which was bought 
from the firm in Motherwell. 

He said when the original 


supplier decided to end their 
involvement in the work* BAE 
Systems searched worldwide for 
an alternative, but no one could 
come even close to producing the 
crucial domes at cither end of a 
submarine's pressure hull. 

“So we decided to buy the press 
ar Motherwell* refurbish it and do 
it ourselves/* said Gary. 

“It is not just a question of 
stamping a piece of metal on a 
press it is almost like moulding 
and kneading it into shape, work¬ 
ing on one side while making sure 
die other side isn’t doing its own 
th ing. 

“A top designer, who had worked 
in the car industry, looked at what 
we do and the material wc use, and 
he said it cannot be done. 

“But it can, because we do, 17 

And to make sure rhe refur¬ 
bished press would deliver what 
was needed, BAE Systems even 
1 horrowed h the operator so rhat he 
could train staff at Barrow. 

As work has progressed so the 
confidence of managers and work¬ 
force has grown. 

Assembly work has moved left 
along the ‘production line’ with 
each successive boat leaving the 
New Assembly Shop in a more 
complete state. 

Because workers with different 
skills - such as welders and elec¬ 
tricians - work closely as a team, 
with a common interest in hitting 
production targets, BAE Systems 
has slashed costs in this area alone 
by up to a fifth. 

Techniques learned from the 
Electric Boat division of General 
Dynamics in America have proved 
invaluable* and the Burrow work¬ 
force have in many eases honed 
them further* pointing the way 
ahead to the Americans. 

The gap between Vengeance 
and Astute caused problems, but 
that has now been put right. 

“You cannot just get the work¬ 
force to sweep floors and wait for the 
next order/ said Cdr Paul Knight* 


• A £3AE Systems graphic of HMS Astute at sea 


* HMS Astute (ieft) is now in one piece as her June launch date draws near ,; white the huit sections for HMS Ambush (right) are being 
assembled as rafts of pre-buitt modules are s fid into place Future: ewt Systems 


Attack Submarine Assurance and 
Acceptance .Manager. 

,h Building up the skills has 
taken a long time and there are 
people here who have never built 
a nuclear submarine before. 

w Bnt wc arc now in a position 
to build any more Astute® and any 
other submarines in the future.” 

And yet safety 1 is still the foun¬ 
dation upon which all this effort is 
built - each part has to be as close 
to perfect as possible, and with the 
bridge fin alone requiring 3,500 
steel parts* it is a tall order. 

The new boats are crammed full 
of electronic equipment* screens 
and processors, and the modular 
build has helped cut costs and 
time here as well. 

In the past equipment was 
tested outside the boat* pulled 
apart, dragged on to th-c boat, re¬ 
assembled inside again - with 
individual shockproof mountings 
- and then tested again in situ. 

Now the equipment is tested 
when fitted to a module, which h 
then fixed in place with its own 
shockproof rubber mountings. 

And as modules arc assembled 
away from the hull, they can be 
connected up in ‘plug and play’ 
fashion - creating a virtual subma¬ 
rine - to ensure that systems talk 
to each other before the sections 
are slotted into place. 

This also means Royal Navy- 
submariners can come in 
and train qn the actual 
equipment they wj|] use 
when ihe boat goes to sea, 
without holding up con¬ 
struction work. 

Although the first of a 
new class of boat, plenty of 
the equipment in Astute has 
been tried and tested. 

Tile sonar fit is operating 
on some of the Swifrsurc 
and Trafalgar submarines, 
and the reactor core* Core 
H* already powers Trident 
submarine HMS Vanguard. 

Even during the building 
of the first three boats new 
ideas are being implement¬ 
ed* including something as 
simple as removable ceiling 
panels to access services. 

Instrumental to die drive 
for innovation is the Pride 
scheme, which challenges 
workers to dream up novel 
approaches to problems. 

As Navy Neva went to 
press* Astute’s galley - which 
stretches across the width of 
ihe hull - was due to be test¬ 
ed* wiLh a cook-ouL event for 
ihe installation team help¬ 
ing to put the equipment 
ihrough its paces. 

The Commanding Officer 
of the boat, Cdr Mike 
Walliker, joins the boat at 
Easter, and most of Astute's 
technicians are already part 


of die nascent crew, which is cur¬ 
rently ar about half its full comple¬ 
ment of 110. bringing with them 
expertise which is again fed back 
in Co the build programme. 

“Things really start to kick off 
when ihe captain joins and we 
start to focus on the way wc do 
things/ said Ll Cdr Ian Wylie* 
who as the most senior Naval 
officer on the crew is currently 


Weapon Engineer Officer and 
Executive Officer of Astute. 

The crew is also getting involved 
in the community* playing football 
matches* joining Remembrance 
parades and taking on projects such 
as gardening and painting for Age 
Concern - all building on a rela¬ 
tionship between the Submarine 
Service and Barrow that stretches 
hack more than a century. 


“xAnd for us as a ship’s company 
it will be a privilege to be first of 
class,’ 7 said Lt Cdr Wylie. 

,l You can take a boat out of 
build* hut it is the whole host of 
oilier tilings that comes with being 
first of class. 

“We’re setting standards for the 
whole class; the stamp wc put on 
it fillers down through the years 
- and ii 7 s also very exciting.’ 7 


Close to Marble Arch and Oxford Street 
* Affordable room rates 
* Choice of restaurants and bars 
* Concessionary NCP Car Park rates 

J 

• Function rooms for dinners, receptions, 
reunions and private parties 

The Victory Services Club, 

63/79 Seymour Street, 

London W2 2HF 

Tel: +44 (0)20 7616 8323 
Fax: +44 (0)20 7724 1134 
Email: infb@vsc.co.uk 
Web: www.vsc.co.uk THE VICTORY SERVICES CLUB 


Membership Open to all Serving and Retired Members 
of the Armed Forces and their families 
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• Forlorn giant, 
the picture 


. - ;-^x 

. A sbffintag compuier-generafetf fmage of ?he wreck of HMS Royai Oak on the so abort at Scapa Row. complied from sonar rtata A huge H bfte' rias been taken cot of her bow on the * 


The spectre of Scapa How 


GHOSTLIKE, upturned 
and slewed at a 145 = 
angle, her superstructure 
crumpled, a huge ‘bite* 
taken out of her bow 
yet the rest of her hull 
remarkably intact, this 
is HMS Royal Oak as 
you have never seen her 
before. 

Sixty-seven years after she rol led 
over and &ank in Scapa Flow, 
underwater archaeological experts 
have produced the most derailed 
sonar images of the stricken giant 
- images the ordinary camera 
could never capture, 

Royal Oak fell victim to the 
skill And audaciry of U-boat ace 
Kaprtdrth'iitjnam Gunther Prien in 
U47. 

He slipped through the 
defences of the Royal Navy’s, 
wartime anchorage in the Orkneys 
and put four torpedoes into the 
dreadnought in October l93h- 

Thc bailie ship sank in less 
than 15 minutes; of her ship’s 
company of more than 1,200 . 833 
perished. 

Bey on d the i mmedi a ce 
aftermath of personal tragedy and 
harm to British and RN prestige* 
the Royal Oak disaster has left a 
mare long-standing legacy. 

For ove r a decade Whitehall has 


been trying to prevent oil leaking 
from die ship's fuel tankb. 

To date, 884 cubic metres 
(194*452 gallons) of oil has 
been pumped Out of the 
wrecks anywhere between 
153,000 and 2SG.OOO 
gallons are thought to be 
still trapped in her hull. 

All oil has been 
removed from Royal 
Oak's outer tanks 
using a method called 
hot tapping, titling 
valves at strategic 
points. 

What remains lies in 
her inner tanks. 

Given Royal Oak’s status 
as an official war grave, the 
importance of preserving Scapa 
Flow’s environment, and the 
danger of explosions caused by 
munitions trapped in the upturned 
hull, tapping those inner tanks is 
an extremely delicate task. 

A pilot scheme using specialist 
gear in 2005 proved that oil 
from the inner tanks could be 
withdrawn. 

But before any Large-scale 
tapping could begin* a detailed 
survey of RoyaL Oak was crucial. 

The MOD called upon Adus* 
sonar and wreck survey experts 
from die University of St Andrews, 
to find out what state the wreck 
was in and how stable it wag 
before tapping those inner tanks 
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began in carnest- 

The Adus team used multi- 
beam sonars to scan the wreck; 
this dara was then rurned into 
3D images by computer 
wizardry. 

“The survey work used 
Culling-edge technology 
nd visualisation 
techniques specifically 
developed for this 
task, 11 explained 
Craig English of the 
Salvage and Marine 
Operations team. 
Martin Dean, a 
maritime archaeologist 
with Adus, said the result 
of the survey produced a 
breathtaking view of Royal Oak's 
crippled hulls with the places 
where Prlen's torpedoes struck 
clearly identifiable. 

For maritime archaeologists 
and environmental experts, the 
work proved invaluable. 

■'The sonar images are of such 
accuracy that even small changes 
in fhc hull over time can be 
monitored closely year or years” 
Mr Dean added. 


... and 


ROYAL Oak was the lirst British 
capital ship lost in World War 
2 . 

Most survivors initially 
attributed her Joss to an 
accident in the magazine 
or, more likely, an act of 
saboiage- 

But on Tuesday October 
17 1939, three days after the 
sinking, Germans tuning into 
their radios heard a fanfare 
followed by the words: 
Das Obofkornmanrto dor 
Wehrmacbt gibt bekannt - the 
Supreme Command of the 
Wehrmacht reports, 

“According to a report by 
the Commander of German 
U-boats, the battleship Royal 
Oak and battle-cruiser Repulse 
were torpedoed in the bay of 
Scapa Flow/ 

Attempts by U-boats in 
World War 1 to penetrate the 
Scapa defences and cope 
with the notorious currents 
had failed but reconnaissance 
by the Luftwaffe and U-boats 
suggested to Donitzthat a boat 
could slip into Ihe harbour and 
wreak havoc among the Home 
Fleet, 

The choice fell on Gunther 
Prien. commander of U47, an 
officer Karl Donitz- head of the 
U-Bootwafte, felt "possessed 


"This will nor only help reduce 
ihe impact of a catastrophic failure 
of the hull should it occur but, 
better stiI3 + Allow a much greater 
understanding -of how and when 
the wreck might break up.” 

Some tiling no survey could 
Uccurjldy predict was how much 
the shells* cordite and other 
ammunition in Royal Oak's 
magazine had deteriorated. 

As a result* time spent working 
on the wreck was kept to a 
minimum to avoid any potential 
disturbance. 

Other disturbance to avoid is 
that to marine and wildlife at 
Scapa, in particular wintering 
seabirds. 

Consequently, two wceka in 
September were deemed to be the 
best time to tap the oil tanks - and 
minimise the risk to wildlife if any 
oil spilled from the hull. 

In typical autumnal weather at 
Scapa (ic cold, wet and windy), 
a team of expert divers under the 
guidance of the MOD'S Salvage 
and Marine Operation? team 
began to remove the oil from the 
inner tanks. 


the Bull 



all the personal qualities and the 
professional ability required'’. 

The 31-year-old (pfefured 
above) was regarded as the most 
aggressive and daring of U- 
boat commanders. Colleagues 
referred to him as Bumskcpf 
(thunderhead) because of his 
sheer determination - and lack 
of sophistication. 

In the first month of war Prien 
had demonslraled his ability with 
a successful, if unspectacular, 
sortie in U47, sinking three 
merchant ships in consecutive 
days before being recalled to 
Germany. 

Prien was briefed personally 
by Dbnitz, who told the U-boat 



• Royal Oak looking from stern to fer'and, her huge intact rudder 
cfoariy visible 

Images: MOOrfidusJOMls Rowland 


“Despite the challenging 
weather conditions, the team 
spirit was very high - boosted by 
ihe fact Ehai ihe support barge 
steadily filled with viscous, dark 


Venezuelan furnace oil ? ” Mr 
English added. 

Sec Navy Neves* website for 
more sonar images from the wreck 
of Royal Oak. 


of Scapa Flow 


commander it would not be held 
against him if he refused the 
mission. 

He did not decline. U47 left 
port on October 8 and 
headed across the 
North Sea through 
stormy seas before 
arriving off Scapa 
Flow on the thirteenth. 

Prien waited there 
submerged throughout 
the day. As night fell 
he slipped through 
the narrow entrance 
to the natural 
harbour and found 
two battleships at 
anchor, the Royal 
Oak and Repulse. 

From 4,000 yards Prien 
fired three torpedoes, one 
striking the Repulse but 
failing to have any impact. 

U47 came about and 18 
minutes laler, around 1,20am 
on Saturday October 14, Prien 
fired a further spread of three 
torpedoes. He recorded in his 
diary: ‘There is a loud explosion, 
roar and rumbling. Then come 
columns of water, followed by 
columns of fire and splinters fly 
through the air." 

The harbour sprang to life. 
“The bay awoke to feverish 
activity," Prien later wrote. 


“Searchlights Hashed and 
probed. There was only one 
thing to attempt now. Gel out 
of this witches’ cauldron and 
lake the boat and crew safely 
home." With her lubes empty 
U47 left Scapa Flow the same 
way she had come in. 

Prien was hailed by the Nazi 
media as the Der Stier ran 
Scape Flow - the Bull of Scapa 
Flow - a title he relished; a 
snorting bull mascot 
was painted on 
U4 7 h s conning 
tower. 

In Berlin the 
Kriegsmarine’s 
loaders gloated over 
the destruebon of 
the Royal Oak and 
the damage Prien 
had inflicted on the Repulse- 
“A glorious success and proof 
of the outstanding operational 
efficiency of our 'youthful' U- 
boat arm," its diarist recorded. 
“Across Germany it enhances 
the respect for the Navy and 
stimulates affection for our 
youthful 1 U-boai arm." 

Prien and his boat were 
lost with all hands in March 
1941 off Ireland when a pack 
of destroyers led by HMS 
Wolverine hunted U47 down 
after it sank a whaler 
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Separating? Specialist Armed 
Forces pension advice... 

If you are considering a se paration or divorce 
call our Family Helpline for more details of our 
Free Consultation which can be by phone or 
in persorn . We also have a dedicated Armed 
Forces area on our website with 
comprehensive information on a whole range 
of family matters, including pen sion advice . 
We can help you through - call Freephone: 

0800 827168 

www.coflinmew.co.uk 

QflktS In Firtfum, March Hirfchwir Soudvampcoo and Ohipon, 

Rcfptacd Sy tftt Lkw SoticLy 
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A FORCE FOR GOOD 3 ^— 


NEED initial FREE 
LEGAL ADVICE? 

Then contact: 


A Naimnwide network of highly experienced Independent Solicitors 

Who advise and represent Service Personnel, Reservists, the 
Civil Service and (heir Families 

Contact: 

0845 601 1260 

or 

www.forceslaw.com 

for a Local Lawyer who 
SPEAKS YOUR LANGUAGE 

COURTS MARTIAL - DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURES ■ EMPLOYMENT 
and REINSTATEMENT of RESERVE FORCES PERSONNEL ■ SERVICE 
INVESTIGATIONS - CRIME ■ HOUSE or BUSINESS PURCHASE 
or SALE including LSAP's ■ DIVORCE CHILDREN PENSIONS and 
TERMINAL GRANTS - ACCIDENTS and COMPENSATION - ARMED 
FORCES COMPENSATION SCHEME PREVIEW - WILLS or 
DEATH of 0 RELATIVE 


Rainbow 
shines 
for MWS 

THE Rain hew Centre in Fare- 
ham enjoyed the sound? of the 
HMS Collingwood Volunteer 
Rand when they opened their new 
Bradbury building in Farebam. 

Rut the centre, which care? 
for children with cerebral palsy* 
did not just bene tit from their 
mellifluous music* but also from 
iheir kind hearts. 

Last summer the band played 
a special concert at a BUFA- 
run nursing home in Maidenhead 
- this plus other efforts meant a 
total of £l p 146 was handed over 
to the Rainbow Centre. 

■ A GOSPORT school i? now a 
slightly cheerier place due to the 
Chaplaincy coffee bar at HMS 
Collin gwoixl. 

TTic coffee bar> for punnish 
reasons, was always kriowil as 
Chaplins, hut a revamp of the 
building saw the old Charlie 
Chaplin theme consigned to the 
past. 

Rul Brune Park School had 
named their common room 
Chaplins so all the memorabilia, 
statues and posters went to a wel¬ 
coming new borne. 

Marines 
help out 
the Army 

AT the Commando Training Ccn- 
Lre Royal Marines aL LympsLone it 
is goodbye to blankets and hello to 
duvets. 

Rut. with Over a thousand decent 
woollen blankets now left unwant¬ 
ed, stores accountant Sgt Paul 
Cooper came up with a bright 
idea. 

T asked if wc could donate a 
number to a worthwhile charity to 
help those less fortunate or who 
had fallen on hard times, and the 
Salvation Army was the obvious 
choice," he said. 

The Exeter Salvation Army 
Corps were pleased to take on 
ISO blankets to help the city'? 
homeless Community. 


• Profits from t he 'Support our 
troops' pirn badge wiit go to 
SSAFA Forces Hetp 

Badge of 
pride 

SALHS of a new pin-badge will go 
to support Service charity SSAFA 
Force? Help. 

For each ’Support our troops' 
badge sold for £ZM t £i will 
go into die coffers of the fully- 
titled Solders-, Sailors* Airmen 
and Families* Association Force? 
Help. 

Businesswoman Debra 
Raymond came up with the idea 
to show support for the troops 
serving all around the world: “1 
think that the people serving in 
our Forces do a fantastic job for us 
all, putting their lives, at rink both 
here and abroad. 7 ' 

To find out more* telephone 
01884 34835 or visit WWW. 

mHttaryflflurMLGO.uk. 

■ MORE good news for SSAFA 
supporter? - the charity is one 
of three chosen to benefit from 
the 200C Daiiy Ilk-graph Christmas 
Appeal. 

Throughout December, the 
'airgraph drew attention to the 
work of the Forces charity. 

r Fhe 2005 appeal raised 
£ft2 5,000 for the newspaper 1 * three 
chosen charities. The 2006 fund¬ 
raiser is shared between SSAFA 
Forces Help, the MicroLoan 
Foundation, and Ghaoley Heritage 
School in Sussex. 


THAT poor wounded bear 
has been popping up in 
establishments around the 
country in need of the ten¬ 
der care of a mixed batch of 
Naval personnel. 

We're not entirely sure if Pudsey 
should have been left to the 
mercies of the Airy Fairies of 
HMS Sultan... 

The Air Engineering Tech¬ 
nicians of the Gosport establish¬ 
ment apparently have a reputation 
for not missing any opportunity 
for a spot of dressing up. 

Rut it wasnf just them 
gening involved, the ‘soak a 
sailor 1 sponge-flinging stall proved 
a popular money-raiser* as did 
coffee mornings, auctions and a 
marathon static cycle-ride around 
the length of the M25 (hit like 
being in a car, then) - all netting 
more than £1,500. 

Poor old Pudsey had to be 
rescued from the top of a train¬ 
ing tower at Cornwall 5 ? HMS 
Raleigh- 

Lt Matt Chappell of the RN 
Motor Cycle Club (RNMCC) 
clambered ro die top of the tower 
to a watching audience of children 
from Garbtlle Junior School in 
Torpoim* who handed over £75 
to the bear's heroic rescuer for 
Children in Need. 

The children's money came 
from a poster Competition at the 
school to advertise the BBC's 
fundraising evening. 

Climber Matt said: H U was 
fantastic fun. Tlic guys from the 
Naval Military Training school 
looked after me very well and 
made sure 1 was safe. 

Hl lt T s the first time I've done 
anything Like this and 1 couldn't 
have done it without die children'? 
support." 

Costumes were the order of the 
day at I IMS Gollingwuod with 
fancy-dress Division?. 

More than 300 bailors and 


• Lt Matt Chappeff rescues Pudsey Bear from a Raleigh training 
tower to the cheers of children from Carbeite Junior Schoof and 
Cdre John Keegan, CO of HMS Raleigh picture: cave stwiiew 


civilians formed up in unusual- 
looking platoon? across the parade 
ground, and £766 was bagged for 
the BBC's bear. 

Despite the November rain, the 
Physical Training staff of HMS 
Excel lent managed to tempt more 
than 80 people out to walk a 
mile far Children in Need, rais¬ 
ing £496. 

Any bear would choose to ben¬ 
efit from the activities of RNA5 
Culdrosc s where a big breakfast 
was on offer. 

With the help of Tesco, the 
Culdrose Community Centre 
served up a mountain of bacon 
roll* to anyone who stopped by* 


all cooked up by the base's First 
Lieutenant Andrew Stillwell-CoK. 

Organiser Gemnta Raby said: 
H 'We arc still counting the money 
that has been collected. 

'^People have been really gen¬ 
erous — they have been buying 
a bacon roll and leaving £ 1Q 
notes!” 

p nie Helston airbase was anoth¬ 
er one of the 28 defence estab¬ 
lishments visited by the Navy 1 '? 
motorcyclists of the RNMCC h 
who drove in formation down the 
mile-long runway and rained some 
£2*000 in the process. 

■ More on Pudsey next month 


# The "Airy Fairies 7 of HMS Sultan - or Air Engineering Technicians from the initial Training Group 

Airy Fairies 
care for bear 


Penzance picks 
up speed 


FOR members of HMS 
Penzance's ship's company the 
pace of life almost doubled when 
they paid a call on their affiliated 
Penlefl Sifeboai- 

Whik the little minchunier has 
a top speed of some 12 knots, the 
lifeboat, based in Newly in near 
Penzance, can top 24 knots, which 
made for a rip-roaring trip around 
nearby Mount’s Bay. 

The team weren't just enjoying 
a trip around the Cornish coast¬ 
line however. 

The reason for their visit was 
to present £400* raised through a 
collection on board when the ship 
played host to more than 8 n OQO 
visitors during the Glasgow River 
Festival. 

Running 

reservist 

A RESERVIST from HMS Ring 
Alfred has petted off to America 
to lake parr in the Chicago Mara¬ 
thon* raising £600 for SENSE n the 
UK’s deaf-blind charity. 

Guy Willis beat hi? personal 
best by over 20 minute*, running 
the 26 mile? in a total of 3 hours 
16 minutes. 

The reservist spent 24 year? in 
the Royal Navy, serving in both 
the Fa]kland* Conflict of 1682 
and In Kosovo in 1994. 

He said: U T decided to take part 
in the marathon, not just to raise 
money for a good cause, but to 
prove to myself and others that I 
was still capable of such a feat. 

“With the introduction of the 
Royal Navy fitness test, I feel that 
tile sight of a 44-year-old man 
running the marathon is a great 
incentive to everyone.” 


Commanding Officer Li Cdr 
Ren Ripley said: l T am honoured 
to spend time with the team from 
our affiliated lifeboat. 

■'Their extraordinary courage 
and selflessness in the routine 
pursuit of their voluntary work 
has such a positive effect on so 
many live* around this dangerous 
coastline-" 

Brian gets 
energised 
for Vitalise 

MOD GUARD Brian Kjlgamion 
of HMS Raleigh pedalled his way 
to £2,000 for charity* riding a dis¬ 
tance of I j.017 mile* in 60 hours 
on his exercise bike. 

Bruin, a former Royal Marine 
Colour Sergeant* rode non-stop 
for almost three days in aid of die 
Vitalise Cburchtown Centre in 
La nil very > Cornwall, 

He said: “I feel absolutely bril¬ 
liant although Tm a bit saddle- 
sore. 

“People have been popping in 
to see me all weekend, and I'd like 
to thank everyone who has sup¬ 
ported mCj particularly my wife 
Carol and grandson Reggie." 

As well as sponsornhip from 
personnel on the training base in 
Cornwall, local firmn made dona¬ 
tions to keep the pedals turning 
for charity cash. 

The Vitalise centre became the 
adopted charity of HMS Raleigh 
in 1085, and is often visited by 
trainee sailor? from the bans. 

The centre offers essential 
breaks for disabled people and 
ilieir carers. 
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All bQQh-Ing requirements in wilting only, enclosing £5 tfeposil on each 
Family Room. Enclose a S.A .E. for your receipt. 

accommodation: For Service Personnel, thdr families antfdependents 
plus ex. serving personnel and R.N.A. members who may be visiting the 
Plymouih area, 

FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at very competitive 
prices- Ships Functions, Mess Parties, Wedding Receptions, Reunions of 
Ships, pasl and present, we offer an ideel facility. 


ASK FOR QUOTATION, CONTACT THE MANAGER 

WITHOUT DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 


# LCH Gavin Tuach, OM Hob Fast, GM Shane Martin - ait from 
Bide ford and atf in HMS Chatham 

Bideford boys 


THREE young men, a]] from the 
Devonshire town of Ridcford and 
a]] from the name school* arc serv¬ 
ing Together on botird frigate HMS 
Chatham. 

For two of them, OMs Shane 
Martin and Rob Fast, the Tj-pc 
22 is the firsr ship in their RN 
careers, while LCH Gavin Tuach 
has previously served in Scott. 

The three arrived home in 
November from the warship 1 * 


six-month deployment to the 
South Atlantic. 

Shane said: "This has been a 
frmra&iic trip and the highlight for 
me was Chile in South America, 
as there was: so much to do - 
skiing one day and on the beach 
the nc*t- 

Hl We have seen some amazing 
places but after six months away I 
am. now Looking forward to getting 
home and seeing my family. 1 ' 


• Cbeteea Thomas (centre) with her heroes, and some fliers... Lt Cdr 
Oz Rhodes, Lt Cdr Simon Kirkham, Lt Cdr Matt Shrimp ton r LACMN 
Spike Hughes 

Chelsea thanks 771 

A KICK to the head from a pony knocked 12-ycar-old Chelsea 
Thomas to the ground semi-Coti*tiGus, and an emergency dash to the 
Royal Cornwall Hospital made it clear that Chelsea needed specialist 
treatment. 

A Search and Rescue Sea King from RNAS Culdrose was scrambled 
to take The badly-injured girl at speed to the neurological experts at 
Frenchay Hospital in Bristol. 

Eight weeks Later, Chelsea visited her rescuers in 771 NAS to thank 
them for her emergency helicopter ride - and to give them a big tin of 
Cadbury’s Htron as her heroes. 

Her mum Catherine said: "Chelsea's a lighten she has surprised us 
all at her progress and we want to thank everyone involved from start 
to finish. 1 * 


It’s all just 
a little bit 
of history 
repeating... 

OLD King Neptune must have had □ moment of 
d£ja vu in 2006 when a familiar face entered his 
realm. 

That year CHl Darren Harper In 
HMS Chatham 'crossed the Nne p 
and netted a Royal Decree from 
the old seadog. Some eight 
decades. earlier. Darren's grand¬ 
father Ordinary Signalman George 
James netted his own decree in a 
previous HMS Chatham. 

The two men have in common 
not just a ship, a certificate and 
a Service, but the freedom of the 
seas and the protection of sharks, 
dolphins and whales. 

The older generation is further 
buttressed by the assistance of 
crate, yel the younger enjoye the 
support of eels lor some reason. 

Grandfather left after 2 b years 
in the Service as Chief Yeoman of 
Signals, a career that Darren hopes 
to emulate: he said: “The first five 
years have flown by and I'm looking 
forward to the next 15." 


Royal Fleet Club 

Morice Square, D&v&npert, Plymouth PL1 4PQ 
Telephone inquiries only Plymouth 01752 S0£723 


• Grandson 
GH Darren Harper 
and grandfather 
Chief Yeoman 
George James 
who both won 
their crossing the 
tine certificates in 
HMS Chathams 
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Melts melts 
American 


hearts 


THE Vela deployment to Wc*r 
Africa brought a taste of Amer¬ 
ica for CPD(MEA) Tim Melts* 
Mowbray, one of the 44 in Na¬ 
val Parly 1600 an board REA 
Diligence. 

A problem with die engines on 
board die USS Elrod off Sierra 
Leone meant a call to help Lo the 
engineering expert* on Diligence. 

Melt* arrived on the American 
frigate for one night's work* bur 
the time stretched into seven 
day*. 

But this wasn't a problem for 
rhe RN engineer - "I loved it on 
there. I was so well looked after. 

lH I was the only Brit on board 
and f way given the red carpel 
treatment really. 1 ' 

We arc intrigued to know- how 

he explained hi* nickname to his 
American counterparty for whom 
the pork pie must be an alien 
concept... 

Cdr Teresa Sanfordj command¬ 
ing officer of rhe bl rod > praised his 
extensive assistance and leclmical 
expertise and the hours that he 
had committed to “an unusual 
and extraordinary repair effort 

Setting up 
an enigma 

A TRAM of sailor* are setting up 
an enigma in HMS Sultan, 

CFO William Smith is pari 
of the group developing the 
Royal Navy 1 * challenge to Young 
Engineers, Operation Enigma 
2007. 

Tlic big day falls on March 29 
with die Gosport establishment 
already gearing itself up for it* 
engineering hopeful*. 

"It will be marie on the day* 
but I’m looking forward ro it,** said 
CFO Smith. 

In 2006 more than 400 children 
from school* across the LK gath¬ 
ered at the Gosport establishment 
to take on Operation Intercept:, 
engineering a solution to drug- 
running in the Caribbean. 

The 2006 winner* *pent a day 
at sea in HMS Westminster on 
Staff College Sea Days and plans 
are in hand for a suitable prize for 
this year's top school team. 

The event itself is run in con¬ 
junct ion with charity Young 
Engineers and Sea Vision UK. 

For more information, visit 
ww w.youngeng. org. 


l Gordon Passmore inside a Barracuda in the Fleet Air Ann in 1944 


The uniform 
stays on 


THE month of December 
saw Naval veteran Gordon 
Passmore achieve the 
remarkable feat of 65 years 
df continuous uniformed 
service. 

The 83-year-old signed up for 
the Home Guard in I040 d and 
was called up lor war service in 
December 1041, volunteering for 
the Fleet Air Arm. 

Obtaining hi* wing* a* a 
Telegraphist Air Gunner, Gordon 
flew Fairey Swordfish on anti- 
submarine patrols: he also flew 
Barracudas on carrier HMS 
Implacable; then shifted into 
Grumman Avengers on the same 
ship- 

WhiLst on Implacable with the 
British Pacific Fleet off Ceylon 
(today Sri Lanka), Gordon was 
shot down during a night raid on 
Japanese shipping. 

But after several hours in the 


ACCOMMODATION 


water,, the destroyer HMS Teazer 
came to 3iis rescue. 

Post war and post full-time 
Hcrvice, Gordon continued to Ely 
but at 36 he breached the upper 
limit for Hying as a rcservist- 

Howevcr Gordon did not want 
lo abandon hi* life in uniform, 
and joined the Territorial Army 
as a gunner with C Battery of the 
Honourable Artillery Company 
(HAC). 

In 1967 the TA was re¬ 
organised, and Gordon — by now 
promoted to Battery Sergeant 
Major - retired from aeiive Life 
and joined the HAC’s Company 
of Pike men and Musketeers. 

And for 39 years Gordon has 
been in that uniform, bringing 
colour and pageantry to Armoury 
House and the Lord Mayor of 
London's events, including the 
2006 Remembrance teremonie*. 

Out-side hi* uniformed life, 
Gordon was demobbed in 1946 
and qualified as a surveyor. He has 
been closely involved with local 
politics, and was twice Mayor of 
Wandsworth. 


• Gordon Passmore, of the 
Company of Pikemen and Mus¬ 
keteers, Honourable Artillery 
Company 
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Coveted 
prize for 
824 NAS 

THE Royal Navy's largest Naval 
Air Squadron bus beon awarded 
the hugely-cove ted Rolla-Royce 
Engineering Efficiency Trevphv for 
2005 - 

The award recogn is-ers the wide 
range and soak of engineering 
achievements and efficiencies 
achieved by 824 NAS throughout 
the war. 

Operating from RNAS Culdrosc 
in Cornwall* the Merlin helicop¬ 
ter squadron is responsible for 
training all aircrew and engineer¬ 
ing staff fur Merlin 3IM Mkl 

— the Navy's submarine hunters 

— before they move to a front-line 
operational unit. 

In addition to eight aircraft and 
250 staff aircrew and m;iiretain¬ 
ers,. the squadron uses a state-of- 
the-art simulation facility where 
most of the training takes place 

— in 2OQ4-05, more than 350 air 
engineer* received training on the 
unit. 

The trophy was handed over by 
CapL MarkThisLlethwaile, Fleet AB 
DACOS, and Martin Fausset h MD 
of Rol Is-Royce Defence Aerospace, 
to ART Recce, the youngest mem¬ 
ber of the squadron. 

lb achieve the award the squad- 
ron doubled aircraft availability 
and increased its flying rate by an 
average of 141 percent. 

The CO of 624 NAS, CdrDanc, 
said: “l am extremely proud that 
824 NAS has won this accolade, 
recognising the consistent levels 
of endeavour by a versatile and 
focused team of air engineers. 

,H The squadron continue* to 
apply itself to the training and 
work echo* recognised in our mis¬ 
sion statement; to ensure that we 
deliver all Merlin courses in our 
care to front-line standards by 
providing correct, relevant and 
streamlined training. 1w 

Three from one 

TWO Naval Air Squadrons were re¬ 
commissioning at RNAS Culdrose 
as Navy News went to press. 

The ceremony saw the re-appear- 
ance ot 854 and 857 Squadrons, 
which replace $4$A and 849B 
Flights to give, with 840 NAS, three 
autonomous Airborne Surveillance 
and Control squadrons. 

See our next edition for more 
details. 


• Lf Sltra/t Faulkner assessing structural damage to a Chinook at Kandahar air base in temperatures of up to 40 degrees 

Repair experts keep 
the helicopters flying 


WE KNOW about the Royal 
Marines in Afghanistan* 
and we have also seen a 
fair bit of 800 Naval Air 
Squadron out there , too. 

But there is a handful of 
other sailors doing their bit in 
the troubled country - and an 
important bit it is too. 

These are the expert techni¬ 
cians of the Forward Support 
Mobile Aircraft Support Unit, or 
MAS Up who are responsible for 
tri-Scrvicc helicopter structural 
repairs worldwide. 

Since the middle of last year* 
MASU has deployed a Repair 
Officer and Repair Team into 
Kutdthir^ and they have already 
saved a good deal of taxpayers 
money by repairing aircraft - par¬ 
ticularly RAF Chinooks - in thea¬ 
tre* avoiding the expense of trans¬ 
porting them back Eu the UK. 

It also means the aircraft are 


pus back into service supporting 
the troops much mure quickly. 

Currently involved in repair 
work to three Chinooks in Camp 
Bastion near Lashkar Oah t the 
team have been mobile in theatre 
and have seen some action during 
their stay. 

What with frequent mortar 
attacks, raging heat - up to 50°C 
— in summer and torrential rain in 
winter, they have found conditions 
challenging. 

Repairs have ranged from 
small arms damage to temporary 
replacement of a complete under¬ 
carriage structure to return an 
aircraft to the L"K. 

The in-theatre Repair Officers 


(also Air Engineers), Li Smart 
Faulkner RN and Capt “Folly" 
Parrott REMEt have been busy 
designing repair schemes and 
briefing the command on the 
implications of structural damage 
sustained by the hcli copierv 

In their Spare time between 
fixing aircraft, the repairers, led 
by CFO Andy Filipps* built a bar 
and welfare facility from scrap 
wood 'found' lying around the 
Kandahar Airfield - for which 
the Commander Joint Helicopter 
Force (Afghanistan) awarded 
them a commendation. 

A second Repair Team, led by 
CFO Dass Quirks, was recent¬ 
ly sent into theatre to aid the 


Chinook repairs and provide back¬ 
up for the duty crew in the event 
of more repairs being required. 

So far, some 15 members of 
MASU have found themselves in 
Kandahar at one lime or another, 
and as long as the helicopters are 
taking damage there, MASU will 
be there to repair them. 


Yeovilton 

greets 

squadron 

YEOVILTON was due to wel¬ 
come a newcomer to the air sta¬ 
tion as Nayy News went to press. 

The Somerset base is to be 
the new home of 727 Naval Air 
Squadron* which helps select and 
train future Naval aviators. 

Based at Robnmugfi Airport* 
Plymouth, since 1949* rhe former 
RN Flying Training Flight started 
life an a recreational unit, operat¬ 
ing Tiger Moths. 

It later began grading college 
entrant aviators before they began 
formal flying training, a role which 
Ix-cnme die unit's primary func¬ 
tion in 1^66, by which time it was 
operating Chipmunk aircraft. 

Grob trainers replaced the 
Chipmunks from 1994., and in 
December 2001 the Flight was 
commissioned as a Naval Air 
Squadron. 

'ITte arrival of 727 at Yeovilton 
was due to be marked by a flypast 
of the live aircraft of the squad¬ 
ron - aptly named the Tutor - an 
well as a Chipmunk from the RN 
Historic Flight and a Tiger Moth. 

The move allows new naval 
officers to experience life on a 
busy front-line Fleet Air Arm 
station while they are being 
screened for aviation duties. 

Ascent assent 

ASCENT, a point venture between 
Lockheed Martin and VT Group,, 
has been announced as the pre¬ 
ferred bidder to provide military 
flying tmining for the UK Armed 
Forces for the next 25 years,. 


The Band of HM 
Royal Marines 
School of Music 

conducted by Sir Vivian Dunn. Included 
are: The Fleet Air A/m March, Sarie Marais, 
Famous Songs of the British Isies, The 
Finest Hours, No Hiding Place, Ulliburiero, 
The US Marines Corps Hymn, Up From 
Somerset, Devon Q Devon, The Victors 
March, Shenandoah-, plus a remarkable 
recording of the 1812 Overture T when 
the Royal Marines combined with the 
Bournemouth Symphony orchestra - 
complete with gunfire and battle 
sounds provided by the Royal Artillery. 
Epic* 23 tracks, 65 minutes 

Compact Disc £12.00 incl p+p (worldwide) 

Make cheques payable to East n ey Collection - most major credit cards also accepted 

Eastney Collection, 60 Mayford Road, London SW12 8SN 

Tel: #44-(0)208-673-6l57; Fax: +44-(0)207-772-9545; Email: eastn&ycd^aolxorn 

www.eastneycollection.com 


Quorn visits Isle of Man 

HAVING spent twn days surging and rolling through large wive* and 
storm-force winds, the ship's company of H.MS Quorn were mighty 
relieved to reach Douglas on the Isle of -Man for a formal visit. 

The Hunt-class minehunter's 
two-day stand-off coincided with 


a range of Naval activities, includ¬ 
ing a demonstration by the RN 
Presentation 'learn, a concert 
by the Royal Marines Band of 
Scotland and a visit by members 
of the off-watch crew from Trident 
submarine I IMS Vigilant. 

The whole programme was pre¬ 
sided over by Rear Admiral Philip 
Wilcoclcsj Flag Officer Scotland, 
Northern England and Northern 
Ireland* who held an official 
1 ucich on board Quorn, which was 
uLso attended by the Lieutenant 
Governor of the Isle of Man, Vice 
Admiral Sir Raul Haddacks. 

The ship's company of Quorn 
were given a warm welcome fry the 
people of Dougluv. 

They hosted visits hy five 
schools, and Year Six from Arbory 
Primary School spent most of an 
afternoon on a tour of the ship. 

Having interviewed several 
sailors for the school's website, 
the 10 and 11-year-olds were so 
taken with life in the Navy that n 
number of them wanted to know 
where they could sign up. 

On leaving Douglas, Quorn 
spent three weeks on fishery pro¬ 
tection patrols in the Irish Sea 
before returning to Portsmouth 
for Christmas. 
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# One for the album,.. LSfd Jenny Brewer poses for a self-port rail wilt] some penguins at Port Lockroy, borne to the mosf southerly post office 
in fihe world {and no, you stiff can T l grot your car lax there) 


* Go with the flue— One of Endurance's two distinctively-painted Lynm 
pi Lemaire~. Endurance passes through the i empire Channel 



THE noun paradise' 
conjures up Ihose old 
SoLfrcfy chocolate bar 
adverts. 

A glaby-hke yea, gently laps at the 
gleaming white sands. 

In the branches of lush palm 
trees, brightly-coloured. birds call 
out their morning song. 

A hrenied Adonis and hi*; nubile 
Aphrodite are locked in a passmuatc 
embrace as the UTiMtt Caress their 
perfect bodies. 

Well, juHi try that m Paradise 
Harbour, 

Your "hit* 1 Would sense up ralhcr 
quickly, 

Hie monicker J p3Adiu' remains 
apt h however. 

It's just that it's a frozen 
paradise. 

And the 120 or so men and 
womuES who serve in icebreaker 
HMS Endurance get to see it 

This has been an except uni ally 
busy deploymeni for the Red Plum, 
which left home io Portsmouth in 
late September. 

Her 20flp-0G survey work wu> cut 
yhort by mechanical problems, ho 
this auhtral summer's JepJoyment 
IS li marathon one: nine months 
loop in a]]. 

Five periods of tdentific work 
around Antarctica have been 
scheduled for the ship. 

TVu had already been wrapped 
up before Christmas. 

The Oral period allowed her 



iiace'OTlJte^ari multi-bcLuri echo 
sonar (which with die aid of n 
compuifr ercaics j ?P culuiir- 
cuded inuigc of the seabed) 
to uccuniLfly survey 3,000 
miles of waters around the 
Antarctic Peuin^ulrt, 

With the point 

rcy ion be c oin i n g 

increasingly popular us 
j- dcstimuion for Vco 

tourtm' in cruise ships, 
the original, rather 
inaccurate chart*, need 
apdaong 

The crux of her work 
this year,however, is aimed 
not at making live Antarctic 
j safer place for travellers but m 
providing greater understanding of 
global warming. 

Untied under more than half 
a mile of ice on the Antarctic 
Peninsula and the South Shetland 
rslomls arc what were once luket, 
□mil the ice swallowed them up 
around 12*000 years ago. 

Sediment on the bed of these 
lake** could provide some of the 
answers to understanding climate 
change. 

For j s the earth's climate 
changed, so Too did the creatures 
which inhabit in those which died 
m the lake* fell to the bottom 
and became consumed by the 
sediment. 

A dozen millennia Inter and coHe 
Samples taken from this sediment 
will give tcicniisrs .in idea of the 


* A 212 Right Lynx lifts off during research in the South Shetland fsla 
the sea level 
















mLcraerion between climate* ice 
sheets and sea level.. 

The dap collected will be fed 

S o powerful computers 
ich will predict the most 
Iv pattern of our future 
nale and any ch itnges to 
he sea level. 

The fin-uL spell in 
chilly waters before 
heading in Rio fur 
the festive season 
saw Endurance 
concent rate her ctln rts 
□ roLtcsd South Georgia 
lor more hydrographic 
ork and an import ant 
study into the inland's fur 
seal population 

'line British Antarctic Survey is 
keen to learn more about the life 
cycle of the sea Is (between three and 
four million are believed to live on 
South Georgia? and the mamniah 1 
impact on the krill and plankton 
which provide the building blocks 
of life in the southern oceans 
Around South Georgia. 

Endurance's two Lynxes of 212 
Right were heavily in demand by 
BAS scientist^ the British Schools 
Exploring Society and filmmakers. 

The team behind the BBC's 
ratrtmciy popular Earth 

senes returned to the ship to film 
a fulkrw-up to their 'Ice Worlds 1 
episode 

The documentary team fitted 
their higb-deflniriofl Gyron camera 
10 one Lynx and headed .1 round 

rotfs to study climate change, global warming and potential changes in 


the island ^thc footage captured 
will also assist with the for seal 
study'?. 

On the water, Endurance's two 
survey motor boats Shacklelon and 
Nimrod look detailed readings m 
the shallows* while scientists and 
Royal Marines were put ashore to 
collect GPS data 

Field camps hove also been set 
up by the BAS to vee whether 
ozone levels in the atmosphere are 
continuing to fall. 

After that there was a I ^450 
mile tourney north to H razil for 
Christmas m Rio dc Janeiro (a 
popular destination fur the RN.,,1 

By now, however, Rio will he 
a distant memory. The icebreaker 
returns to Antarctic waiters early 
this month, coinciding with a visit 
to those parts by the Princess 
Roy a I. 

She is "dropping in' on the 
British Antarctic Survey's principal 
research station at Rothcra IP learn 
about the scientists 1 work first¬ 
hand before touring some of the 
historic sites maintained by the UK 
Antarctic Heritage Trust, of winch 
the princess, is patron. 

Endurance k lime arOurtd [he 
frozen Continent ends 111 March as 
she makes her way home via South 
and West Africa before arriving in 
PompCy in early June. 

|1 You can follow Endurance's 
progress in doiail at www, 
visiliindle am. co.uk 


* Seal ot approval... A thoroughly contented-looking seal rests on the ice at Yankee Harbour as a penguin waddle s pas? 
and {above} Last one ln r s a sissy... Penguins race for the water, again at Yankee Harbour 
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D AY five of Liuox in 
Exe-rcise Gr&&n Eagle 
off the west const of 
Africa. 

Tji 1he scenario, the difficult Lies 
of the .ivsiukc landing have been 
rtniiiIci"plLi_-ii by civilian evacuation; 
the force of E2 ships is being 
split id cope with Thu different 
demand- 

Royal Reet Auxiliary la ml in e 
ship RFA Mounts Bay n tukiug up 
the an all lie of avsaulL ship HM5 
Albiurt The ship is buzzing wilh 
activity. 

The ^lim landing craft ebuq 
among the grey ships dotted 
agunst the azure blue sky. 

Hie ussuuli vehicle* of 4£> 
Commando urc loaded on to ami 
off Mounts Bay through her b rid¬ 
ing hay, 30 the ship hold? still 
against the sen's current^ Wiih her 
dynamic p«*viliomng. 

One vast meseflnte, a floating 
pbiform. is tinder construction 
off the pert >jdc i>f ibe RFAi and 
the other thsr shs tunics already 
hovers at the buck of I S MS Ocean, 
as the tracked vehicles edge down 
her vehicle ramp. 

Sea King alter Sea King land- 
on Mounts Bay's helicopter pad, 
and Royal Marines pour Lruni 
the belly, burdened with bulging 
Hebert* and heading: to the spa¬ 
cious and welcoming accommo¬ 
dation tnstde. 

Down in the pus vet’s office, a 
Weary RFA officer plans bunks for 
the expected onslaught of Royal 
Marine passengers (only one RFA 
man will have to move cabin). 

Va&* boxet branded with red 
enssn arrive by helicopters the 
surgery team from HMS Ocean 
have arrived Id set Up Their 
Operating theatre in Mount? Bay'? 
sickbay. 

C ap't Ross Ferrias RFA, 
Commanding Officer ot 
RFA Mounts Bay, is rola- 
lively sanguine as his ship is 
poshed into the low of the exer¬ 
cise. 

'"Sls far die exercise Jm gone 
well We hnvtt the most enormous 
challenge today where we are 
exploring the envelope and pumi- 
mg capabilities that this ship has 
never been tested in. 

Hfc We arc probably asking more 
than the ship ts really designed 
to do, 

^Humanitarian support non- 
combatant evacuation, hosting the 
-|[| Commando headquarter*, ihe 
surgical team, running all at I he 
same time is an cnormuu% ieb 
- which is nearer an assault ship 
tike Albion ihan a landing ship 
like thh. 

“So what wv’r* trying io staff &t 
the moment \% j pretty big deal 
And wc have n o staff for n- io do 
that. We have enough people to 
run the ship, hul We don't have a 
hnill'. There is no ComATG Staff 
here; we aie enhanced slightly by 
an amphibious op* officer from 
S39ASR.MT 

Thi‘ Vela, deployment it die 
ideal opportunity to see what ihe 


Bay-clas> can do and icsr iheir 
capabilities 

It's no stcrei that the RN has 
been easting admiring glances at 
the RFA lleei'^ latest arrival. 

Her manoeuvring ability 
ts desenhed as phenomenal by 
Odre Flulip Jones* Commander 
of The Amphihiou^ Task Group 
tComATO). 

TIk commanding officer of 
HMS Ocean* Capi Chris Snow, 
called Mounts Buy a wonderful 
new addition to the amphibious 
ULsk group 

Tie added; “She's u tremen^ 
douv step up Crum Lhc Knights of 
the Round Table. Storage Capacity 
comes in spade# with this class. 

,L You tan sec it starkly it’s 
been a great Investment. It’* guile 
evident even now that she has a 
huge amount to contribute. 1 " 

A nd that's what the RFA has 
always done - contributed 
a huge amount. 

ITiis Vela tank group features 
a rail of RFA talent: rep.iir vlup 
I diligence hosting the engineers nt 
Naval Party i 600; the Bay-class’ 
ageing ancestor, Sir Bedivere, 
the last of the Knights; one-stop 
lupply ship Fort Ausun; massive 
rankers Wave Knight and Oitkieafj 
and snialltif tanker Gold Rover 
c tilled in to play m part Hut, 

J fhe preponderance iff RFA in 
the amplubiom La*k group is m 
■source of wonder to ihe KFA 
men 

"IxX hardly a surprif-e", said 
Cap! Ros*. Ferriss, “because vee 
specialise m lifting and shifting 
kirpc quanTiiie? of people and 
equipment into an area for best 
military efifcct. 

lL Sn as this is a logLSIics exercise 
to shift the Royal Marines and all 
their kits from the UK to some- 
where else in the world, it"s hardly 
surpristtig dial the specicdists in 
togisnes are here." 5 

1'hese specialists, long allied 
wiih ibe Naval service, have 
foughT their way to prominent in 
Eire Navy's thinking. 

’in my opinion I9&2 triggenfd 
a big psychological change across 
tliv Navy - j,nd 1 include the RFA 
in ihflT - >L5 Fti 19^2 wc realised wo 
had to change our stance a link," 
-laid Capt Ferriss. 

,Lr nu b RlvV had to become more 
aligned,, more War aware, and lhc 
Navy had to realise it* supporting 
shipping and everything else had 
to he prelected and part of !he 
task group. 

4 "Sa we started working in a 
more joined-up nuumer from then 
on H 

RFA men now sit within thv 
staff ot the two *ntkc-force com- 
nvmdcn the amphibious task 
group and the carrier-bi^rnc mari¬ 
time force - ;i role ihat can be 
demanding. 

’Om of rhe challenges i-s thatj 
as a singleton on the ComATG 
«aff, I am the poim of contact 
and traublrahoottr for half of 
the depkswmcnC said I/O Tim 
Aldcrsort RFA, seconded lor rw i o 
years to the ComATG staff. 


* L The RFA needs a voice within 
ComATG. As wilh any open lion 
the Rtwiil Navy does, they cannot 
do H without "ihe RFA. Anything 
from frozen pens lo missiles, the 
R] : A pnwddes.'' 

But despi te being the lone RFA 
man among .■■ sea of RX, 1-0 
Alderson said: "1 mtally recom¬ 
mend Lt as a post. You gci in see 
the hig pi cm re. You gei Jivci^ify 
- not just working on the indi¬ 
vidual ship bui contact across the 
Royal Navy and fri-ServiccA 

“Wc b avc got closer, of tJutt 
there is no doubt," said Copt 
Fcrriss- 

,l Tliv RFA now has principal 
warfare officers* ^pcciala^t nariga- 
tH>fs s 4i nd spccialisES in pretty much 
all l ff the Naval arcii, but almost 
always with some sore of logistics 
base or slam to what they dtK 

lL So we do the NnvyX logistics 
for rhetn." 

L.ca n - m armed profess lonal 
manners, the men and Women 
of the Royal Fleet Auxiliary^ offer 
an experlise lllal shouts little for 
□Stemion but demands respect. 

Phtums ctockwtse from top: 

• RFA Mounts Bay, Wave KniglM 
replenishes at see; 40 Com- 
manct o vehicles on Ihe baeft of 
Mount# Bay; tanker Fort Austin; 
Aihion , Wave Knight, Mounts 
Bay and Sir Bodivere together; 
WoveKMighf forges ahead; Wave 
Knight RASes with Ocean; RFA 
Diligence between HMS South¬ 
ampton and Mounts Bay 


Ski9 

LM|l — — y 


« 1 M r±.„: 

i 


Pictures: LAIPhotj Daue Gallagher, LA[Phot| flay Janes, 3/0 Jon Feaver RFA 
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T HE dense jungle canopy 
spreads over the moun¬ 
tainous terrain with all 
its secrets hidden beneath, 
like a green blanket covering 
a mound of childrens toys. 

■Tve heen a lunglie for ]S years 
now, and this is the Ilfs-t lime LVe 
been to the junkie.” said L’tlr Mario 
Cjrrellii, the mail in charge nf (he 
lleeL of Sea Kings, I .yntt ami Merlin 
in lhe'laEkmrU Air Group, 

The nsi me ’ju italic' has been a 
badge of pride for iIn: helicopters 
of the NLivy’s commando force for 
decades., Woil in the \ l )t$h irk tile 
jungles of flnnici ami U^rneo. 

mtr the jungles verdant green 
lai-s liccn a scarce sigltl I mm the 
cabs of like Navy's helicopters of 
late. w hieh have been busy over the 
OChre duMs of the deseft- 
The lack ot Jistinginshing 
features such as rivers unit roads 
be Heath e he em I les-* swaI he of i fee ■ 
lops is nui I he only problem that 
eome>with the jungle environment 
for ihe Navy's mury wing. 

Hie heal and I he humidity bring 
iheir own dhithuiges to rhe tokb 
War inspired airframesol the older 
croft. 

And rtiiti He tie arrificial light, 
rtighl vision goggles struggle to 
compensate as Ibc jungle canopy 
swallows natural iighl in to an mdis- 
Im^uishnhle sea of glnum. 

B ut tho fliers aro loving it 

"Li’S been great.' .hjilI 

Cdr CartcUa. "they really 
have had lots of I raining We've 
completed lots more than l lln.ntejii 
we could. 

,L 7he erew’i have rCaJIv enjoyed 
I he new e rrvirOnmc n,|. I($ been 
.1 break horn ihe opefaikms that 
Ibey've been earning on. !L 
Thh Vela deployment ni West 


Africa has seen Merlin stepping 
up to rub dicmtdcrs with the Sen 
Kings and Lyme of the Gomm-ando 
Helieopier Force, 

“We are ver> much the new 
kkK oil I lie block here on I IMS 
Ocean," said Jl (Air Kev iJodd, 
Commanding Officer of the Merlin 
helicopters in M20 NAS, 
il Ifs a big aireral'i with lots of 
pule filial. We've heeil moving 
Linde rsliing cifEupmenl amt Iruupv 
inlu the landing she-' 

The officer admits that I he 
Merlin’s airframe limits ii us an 
assail 11 1 1 e! icopte r r hu l added. "Tile 
role of tliL- iiirerall is developing all 
the rime- We have to Squeeze even 
Inst diop of capalriGly Horn it. 

“Vein has provided [lie pcrfcei 
background. nod this lh pail of the 
natural expansion Ol the aircrntl 
’Our primary role is out over 
[lie water iindioii -hi|is and 
submarines. What I lies exercise has 
enabled lih lo do is gene rale a real 
world tusk - combating peoples 
smuggling and pimey/ 1 
The Merltm have Ik-en working 
on prOlcdiu^ rile seas with The 
junglie l_yn\ of H47 NAlS ami the 
ship’s flights of ft 15 NAS. 

’Merlin has been directing our 
cabs on lo large!* - we’ve been 
pursuing [JioSif targets. It’s been 
very Successful." explained Maj 
Sieve l liisscy KM, Ciiuunandiiig 
Officer of £47 NAS. 

■Cd re Philip Jones, head of ihe 
Amphibious IjisJt Group on Vela, 
saill: "h's no longer enough jmil 
to have eommEutdo lift helicopters, 
so as well us the organic Lynx thal 
eutnc wiili destroyers ami frigate 1 *, 
we have I III- M erliil cm Ocean. 

"'1 hey lire nominally an|l- 
suhmurine helicopters. but we have 
given 111 mi exposure to a whole 
rk'w sel of roles thal Ehey can gei 


Involved in on this deployment. 

“And ihey’ve responded to I hat 
challenge admirably. 

"We have used them in surface 
search capabilities in support ol 
maritime security operations, we 
have used them in :t i mop-cam- 
ing capacity with [6 troops in (he 
hack and they are thoroughly 
pushing 1 1 l’ envelope ol ss Ji.it an 
ASW helicopter can due 

O cs£iV$ capacious accom- 
itiodatiorr was not bom# 
to alt of the helicoplers 
within tho took group, wild the 
sky-searchmg Sea Kings of £49 
NAS sel up on neighbouring 
RFA Fort Austin. 

I he reach anti scnshrvily of |Kc 
ven>or* on itie ^orveilhmce and 
CEinlrol rotorcroft were praised by 
the liomnukdore; "A phenomenal 
cnpsrily Of picture across land and 
sea.** 

A touch iif drama was brought 
TO I he West African skies ill llic 
exercise by (he presence of j I law k 
jel aircraft from the Culdrose 
FRADLl unis, which was based at 
Lund airport thi the exercise. 

The Hawk I miner, among other 
la^. played it* familiar role ot 
an attacking ;iirerun, bui ill ihc 
ii 11 familiar African icrrilorv. 

Cdi Carrel la concluded: " Kadi 
of u> ha!; our own normal role, 
lull what wc ate hmking ai now is 
d i fJ e ren i: ways we Can use dil Ee re nt 
assels. 11 

# P^cfyros dock wise from fop; 
A Lynx from 647 aver the jun¬ 
gle- a Sea King from 345 doing 
high-lme tihtfe on hoaits Ocean; 
Marines of 8 Coy: 40 Cdo 
rapid-roping from a Merlin; Sea 
King rs nf Bengutima Camp; a 
Merlin parries" assault vehicles 
ashore from HMS Ocean 


PtcturLAiPho!) Ray JDnes t LAfPhol) A J 'Stubbsy* Stubben^ 


,st Africa w 
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ONCE NAVY. ALWAYS NAVY' 


Early start 
on trip to 
Portsmouth 


A S.30am start found shipmates 
from the Gloucester branch 
feeling rather sleepy when they 
arrived in Portsmouth fora visit 
ip their affiliated ship, HM$ 
Gloucester 

They were royally enter¬ 
tained on board the lighting 
G 1 , in company with the Mayor 
of Gloucester, her civic parly. 
Sea Cadets and other guests 
from the city and the county of 
Gloucestershire. 

The hospitality and welcome 
extended was returned by ship¬ 
mates of Gloucester when the 
ship's Commanding Officer, 
Cdr Mike Paterson, and mem¬ 
bers of the ship's company 
paid a visit to Gloucester and 
took part in the Remembrance 
Day parade. 

They were entertained in the 
RNA club, where shipmates 
had the opportunity to thank 
Cdr Paterson for the memora¬ 
ble visit to the destroyer. 


Bench plan shelved 
after vandals strike 


IN ACTS of vandalism* the 
war memorials in Falmouth 
and Worthing were daub¬ 
ed with graffiti prior to 
Remembra nee S u nday * 
causing great distress and 
outrage* especially to ship¬ 
mates at Falmouth, 

Not content with dishon¬ 
ouring those who made the 
supreme sacrifice in the two 
World Wars* the vandals 
hacked down the wooden flag- 
post adjoining the memorial? 
chopped it up and set it on 
fire. 


Shortly before this happened? 
members of the branch, in a ges¬ 
ture of goodwill to mark rhe first 
official Veterans Day, had mount¬ 
ed n major dean-up of the memo¬ 
rial? removing all graffiti. 

PLans were under way to raise 
in the region of £300 to provide 
a seat or bench for visitors to rest 
near the memorial, but the van¬ 
dalism has pul paid to dlis idea 
as the scaf would probably go the 
same way an the flagpust. 

It was a similar srory in 
Worthing, where the war memo¬ 
rial was defaced with graffiti on 
the eve of Remembrance Sunday. 

The tfl.sk of removing it before 
the annual wreath-laying ceremony 


was nor easy, and some of die 
names on the memorial may need 
to be re-inscribed. 

Happier news of the Royal Naval 
Volunteer Reserve war memorial 
in the grounds of Crystal Palace. 

Erected in 1931, and undam¬ 
aged by the great fire in 1936 
which destroyed the Palace itself, 
it was later moved by the owners 
of die land, the Greater London 
Council, to its present location. 

But because of increased van¬ 
dalism and theft, a replica was cast 
which is the memorial which still 
stands today - the whereabouts of 
the original is unknown. 

When inspected recently? on 
behalf of the owners of the Crystal 


Naval Quirks 


Sffi.imt WfNTSR C 0 NT 3 
LOOK WARM ANP 'THEY'fiE 
50 CHEAP' 



IN 1001, N£L5DN'5 SHIP 
m "5i oeoaeE" was 
PREVENTED »y A L0N1KARY 

WINP FROM JOINING 
PARKER'S MAIN FLEET 
THEN IN PURSUIT OF A 
SWfPlSH SOUAPffON- 


SCENTING A ^ATTie, 
NELSON SFT OFF JN A 
6-0AREP CUTTER JN 
PEFIANCF OF THE CQLP, 
WfNP ANP CURRENT, 
AMP fa HOURS LAT^ft 
CAUGHT UP WITH PARKER.. 


NELSON PECLINEP A 
COAT ON Tr£ JOURNEY 
SKtmO : ,J MY ANXIETY 
FOR MY COUNTRY INiLL 
KEEP ME WARM. 


nfliCAH 



Palace Grounds, the London bor¬ 
ough of Bromley* the memorial 
was found to be in relatively good 
condition* apart from sonic minor 
repairs to woodwork and to tiling. 

lire memorial is in rhe form of 
an open pavilion supported by four 
wooden pillars with a tiled roof. 
On a table inside stands a large 
bronze bell, flanked by decorative 
dolphins* with bronze plaques for 
good measure although these are 
usually removed for safekeeping. 

During World War 1, Crystal 
Palace was used as a training 
establishment fur the RNVR - the 
nearest thing the Royal Navy had 
to the Territorial Army. 

Jlie memorial commemorates 
volunteers who served there and 
gave their lives for their country. 

At the outbreak of wa r Winston 
Churchill, as First Sea Lord, 
ordered the men of the RNVR 
to be formed into two Naval 
Brigades* which went on to see 
actum at Gallipoli, Salonika, the 
Somme and other battles. 

The cost was 10,7051 killed and 
30,898 wounded. 

Crystal Palace, under its official 
rifle HMS Victory IV (although 
known locally as HMS Crystal 
Palace), trained 125,000 men as 
replacements for the Brigades and 
as sailors for the Fleet. 

J"hc replica version of the 
memorial was refurbished and re- 
dedieated in 1992 in the presence 
of the FirrU Sea Lord, Admiral Sir 
Henry Leach. 


Far East 
veterans 
pay tribute 

MEMBERS of the [reland branch 
of tile National Malaya and 
Borneo Veterans Association 
(NMBVA) took parr in a, wreath- 
laying ceremony at Lagan Valley 
Island in memory of Maj Frank 
Pantridge* a renowned physician 
and inventor of the portable defi¬ 
brillator as well as a Far East 
veteran. 

Professor Pantridge wav award¬ 
ed the Military Cross for brav¬ 
ery while fighting the Japanese in 
Malaya during World War 2. 

The PanEridge Memorial Statue, 
a bronze sculpture* was erected at 
the headquarters of Lisburn City 
Council last year. 

The NMBVA has more than 
4 n CK>0 members in the UK and 
represents the interests of all vet¬ 
erans who fought in the region 
during World War 2, the Malayan 
Emergency and the Borneo/ 
Indonesian Confrontation and 
thereafter. 

Friends mourn 
Shipmate Geoff 

IIIS many friends are mourning 

the loss of S/M Geoff Mills* No 5 

Area president, who has crossed 
tile bar. 

After service in the Royal 
Navy, S/M Geoff worked for 
Trinity Lightships in Harwich and 
also played an active role in the 
Coastguard. He also served as sec¬ 
retary, then vice chairman, of the 
Weeiey and District branch. 

Hlghly-cstccmed by all* his 
funeral, attended by such :i large 
gathering, including 24 standards, 
forced many to remain outside the 
church and also the crematorium, 
which relayed the service to those 
outside. 
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Branches make it a 
time of celebration 



MEMBERS of Redruth and 
Camborne branch organised a 
happy celebration, with music 
by Roger Polmccr? followed by 
a pastic supper and a raffles to 
mark the 20 1 st anniversary of 
Trafalgar. 

The occasion was also enjoyed 
by members of the St Austell 
branch, thy CFOs and WO? Mess 
at RNAS Culdrose, [ho Ganges 
Association and members of the 
Royal British Legion* Including 
the local president. 

Eight members of the branch, 
including two standard bearers, 
attended the Trafalgar Service 
at Madron Church the follow¬ 
ing Sunday, although sadly* foul 
weather led to the cancellation of 
the parade and march-pagt- 

The anniversary was celebrated 
by members of Buxton and High 
Peak branch at a dinner dance 
enjoyed by around 100 shipmates 
and guests, who were welcomed 
by chairman S/M Dave Parker 
and entertained with songs of the 
sea sung by Aian Kirk- 

The guest of honour was Cdr 
Marry' Harley, president of No 10 
Area, who spoke of the life and 
conditions of the Royal Navy in 
1805. 

Because local authorities have 
to pay in excess of £1,000 for 
policing parades* members of the 
West Bromwich branch decided 
instead to mark Nelson's victo¬ 
ry with a drumhead service of 
thanksgiving in their club at which 
the guest of honour was the Mayor 

of Sandwell* Cllr Sadie Smith. 

The Femdown branch celebra¬ 
tion, at which Capt Colin Hamp 
RN was guest of honour, proved a 
memorable occasion for S/Ms Joan 
Damon and Harold Buicher- 

During the evening they were 
honoured with the award of Ufe 
Memberships presented io them 
by Capt Hamp. 

France Word, the fastest- 
growing Gallic RNA branch* held 
a celebratory lunch to mark the 


anniversary of Trafalgar, attended 
by the president of the Association, 
Vice Admiral John Me An ally* 
branch president Rear Admiral 
Johnnie Clarke,, and Association 
General Secretary Cdr Paddy 
McClurg. 

Before a sumptuous meal* 
branch chaplain the Rev David 
Stuart - a retired Naval padre 
living in France - blessed the 
newly-acquired Union Flag of the 
branch. 

Addressing the gathering of 
more than half the branch's 101 
shipmates. Admiral Me Ana Ely 
spoke of the challenges facing the 
RNA and what needs to be done 
to ensure the Association thrives 
in the future. 

He went on to explain the 
tactics which Nelson used at 


Trafalgar co ensure not just vic¬ 
tory, but total annihilation to end 
die possibility of an invasion of 
Britain by Napoleon. 

Guest of honour at the 
Harrogate dinner at the White 
Hart Hotel in the town was Phil 
Willis* MP for Harrogate and 
Knaresboroughi to demonstrate 
appreciation for the interest he has 
taken in the branch, he was award¬ 
ed honorary membership during 
the evening by branch president 
S/M John Stray. 

This thoroughly enjoyable occa¬ 
sion was attended by members of 
the local Victory branch of the 
Royal British Legion, the Royal 
Air Force Association and officers 
of the TS Cleopatra Sea Cadet 
Corps. 
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£50 PRIZE PUZZLE 


Dedicated 
service is 
rewarded 

IT IS the time of the year when 
the Loyalty of long-serving mem¬ 
bers of a branch arc honoured by 
their shipmates with the award of 
life membership. 

This well-deserved honour was 
awarded to S/M Doug Hughes* 
treasurer of No 7 Area for the 
past ten years,, for never failing 
to present quarterly and annual 
financial statements. 

He also served as area standard 
beam for six years as a member of 
Bishop's Cleevo branch. 

The award was presented by the 
area president * S ; M Roy Wood. 

As a mark of esteem and for the 
hard work he pur in on behalf of 
the Uxbridge branch and club, 
branch chairman S/M KevinWood, 
was presented with his award by 
president S/M Henry Avery. 

For his service's as chairman of 
Leeds No 1 Heading I y branch, 
S/M GcofF Thornton was hon¬ 
oured with. Life membership;, and 
was presented with fhe award by 
vice chairman S/M Stan Slooey. 

Standard time 
for No 4 Area 

THE No 4 Area standard bear¬ 
ers 1 competition will Lake place on 
March 3 at 1100 In the Falklands 
Hall at CTCRM, Lympstone. 

Standard bearers wishing 
to compete and others keen to 
attend should send their details, 
including car registration, to 
S/M J R Paterson, 14 Sunnysidc 
Road, Si Judes, Plymouth PL I 
9LE. tel 01752 261646, or email 
jim@ pate rsoni 513-f snet.c o . uk 

Exeter recalled 

THE REPORT in Navy Ncm 
of HMS Exeter's visit to Cork 
brought back memories for S/M 
Dennis Till, of Chard branch. 

Dennis recalls watching the 
ship’s company of the wartime 
cruiser receiving the Freedom of 
the City of Exeter in 1940* follow¬ 
ing the Battle of the River Plate. 

Not only did 16-year-old 
Dennis join the crowds cheering 
the sailors - two years later he 
point'd the Senior Service. 


Hul group 
take break on 
Isle of Wight 

A PARTY of 42 shipmates from 
Hull branch and their wises had 
a great week on the Isle of Wight* 
courtesy of the Lottery Awards 
Scheme. 

During their stay in Shanklin, 
a visit was made to Portsmouth* 
their old scamping ground, where 
they met up with shipmates of the 
Isle 0/ Wight branch. 

Their first port of call was to the 
Royal Marines Museum at Eastney, 
followed by an excellent Lunch in 
the RM Association club, then 
a tour of HMS Victory, [he RN 
Museum and ihe Trafalgar Sail. 

Returning Late to the island, 
happy but exhausted, they had 
some excellent fish and chips 
before returning Lo their hotel. 

The highlight of their stay on 
the island was a tour of Osborne 
[louse, and an afternoon at the 
Royal British legion club in 
Shan Win, where they were royally 
enLerlained, enjoying an excellent 
Lunch and a Sods Opera. 

Farewell lo Nil 

THE death of S/M William (Bill) 
Ingram Belcher is mourned by his 
fellow shipmates ar Greonlord 
branch, which he served loyally 
for many ye-are as president and 
secretary. 

He was also standard bearer of 
Hounslow and of Kingsbury and 
Kenton branches- 

History man 

IN RECOGNITION of his com¬ 
mitment to the conservation and 
restoration of the former Naval 
buildings of Chatham, Prof Alan 
Reed, Regional Director for 
the University' of Greenwich at 
Medway, was awarded honorary 
membership of the Chatham 
branch. 


THE mystery ship In our 
November ediiion was RFA 
Plumlaal- 

The E50 priza goes to Terry 
'Errol 1 Flynn, of Walsall. 

This month's puzzle features 
a Fleet tug which was built in the 
mid-1950s as one of a pair. 

Built by A and J Inglis in 
Glasgow, and displacing 760 
tons when loaded, this tug was 
the first of the sisters to be 

launched., 

First, can you name the tug 
pictured (ws have removed her 
name), and second^ give the 
name of her sister, launched a 
little over two months later. 


The correct answers could 

win you £50. 

Compile the coupon and send 
it tt> Mystery Piclum, Navy News, 
HMS Nelson, Portsmoulh POl 3HH, 
Coupons giving conoct answers will 
go into a prize draw lo establish a 


Closing date for entries i; 
February 9. More than one entry 
can bo submitted, but photocopies 
cannot be accepted. Do not include 
anything else in your Envelope: no 
correspondence can be entered into 
and no entry returned. 

The winner will be announced in 
our March edition. The competition 
is hot Open lo Navy News employ¬ 
ees or Iheir families. 


MYSTERY PICTURE 143 


Name. 


Address . 


My answers 1: 


lucky 1 HMS Tetcott 


Treachery, terror, and the 
brotherhood of the sea 

The MiMit Story tcllvr of I lie Sew 


The new Bulithu adventure available 
from January 4th, 21107 
ISBN: 978 0 434013517 


• Bryan Jervis (right) presents s model of HMS Morecambe Bey to S/M Doug Turk, chairman ot the HMS 

Morecambe Bay Association (see below) 


Ship Associations 


THE annual luncheon of the 
Coastal Forces Veterans 
Association was enjoyed by 31 
members. 

Chairman S'jM Bob Drayson 
welcomed the guests and the Rev 
Peter Clark said Grace. 

Because of ihe increasing age 
of members it has been decided 
to lay up the standard of the 
Association at Hornet in Gosport 
Inter this year, although it is hoped 
that Local branches and lunch¬ 
eon parties will continue and that 
shipmates will keep in contact. 

9The highlight of a visit to HMS 
Raleigh by members qf the nation¬ 
al Submariners Association 

London branch was a service at 
the memorial lo the Unknown 
Submarine^ conducted by the 
Rev Stan Kennon, chaplain of 
HMS Raleigh. 

'["he visitors were later enter¬ 
tained in the WOs and CPOs 
Mess. 

0Al the annual reunion dinner 
of the HMS Morocambo Bay 
Association* chairman S/M 
Doug Turk was presented with a 
radio-controlled model of the ship 
made by S/M Bryan Jervis as a gift 
to the Association. 

The model, complete with 
working lights* will be kept by 
die Association until such times 
as they deem it appropriate to 
present k ro the Royal Naval 
Museum in Portsmouth. 

H A project ih under way, mas¬ 
terminded by S/M Malcolm R 
Smith, chairman of die HMS St 
Vincent Association, to make 
audio recording? of die experi¬ 
ences of those who as Buy Seamen 
traioed at the Gosport establish¬ 
ment. 

Copies of the recordings will 
theo be sent to the Imperial War 
Museum for their archives. 


Any et-Si Vincent boys who are 
not members of the Association 
who would like their reminiscenc¬ 
es recorded should contact S/M 
Malcolm on 023 $258 4498. 
a The HMS Bulwark, Albion 
and Centaur Association are set 
to score a first by holding their 
annual general meeting aboard 
HMS Trincomalec, berthed at 
Hartlepool Historic Quay* on 
Saturday March 31 2007. 

The AGM itself is scheduled to 
be staged io the Captain's Cabin 
on board the historic frigate* 
launched at Bombay in 1817. 

The meeting will be followed 
by a reunion dinner which is to 
be held in the function room of 
the Hillcartcr Hotel, a ten-minute 
walk from thcTrincomalcc. 

Anyone in [crested in joining the 
event should ring Denis Askham 
on 01261 8b 1742 or email 
dn saskh m @ aol.com 
H'lb mark the cessation of the 
RIM Boatswains Association, 
an inevitable consequence of the 
advancing age of members* a seat 
commemorating the Boatswain’? 
branch of the RX has been 
unveiled in the public arena adja¬ 
cent to HMS Victory. 

Ll Cdr John Scivier,. 
Commanding Officer of the 
Victory, who accepted die bench 
on behalf of the association, also 
received a copper plate detailing 
the history of the branch for dis¬ 
play on board the ship, on a beam 
outside the captain's office in the 
old ward room area of the ship. 

That recognises the fact that 
up until recent years* the CO 
of Victory was always a Naval 
Boatswain. 

The Association also presented 
die gift of a medal to die Royal 
Naval Museum, which is based in 
the Historic Dockyard, 


THE HUNTdass destroyer 
HMS Tetcott was a lucky 
ship. 

C orrtmissioned in 1941 * 
she was a key player in 
wartime operations in the 
Mediterranean, sinking an E- 
boai* a U-boat and several 
enemy aircraft while suffering 
no serious casualties. 

She ended the war virtually 
unscathed. 

Named after one of the oldest 
hum packs in Devon, the story of 
dlis Lucky ship is die subject of a 
recent book, Teicnii - The ThriU o/ 
j/w Cho$e t written and compiled 
by Shawn Dyanond and Janet 
Mason, helped by an Awards for 
AIL grant. 

The Launch of the book was a 
memorable occasion for the par¬ 
ishes of Holswofthy and J'etcott, 
reuniting in die market town of 
Holxvvorthy former members of 
the ship's company and relatives 
of thuse whu haw since died. 

During the visit the veterans 
made a trip to the village which 
gave their ship its- name, where 
they were greeted by Sir William 
Mol«worth-St Aubyn of Tbtcott 
Manor. 

To commemorate former ship¬ 
mates, an oak sapling was plant¬ 
ed in the grounds of the Tetcott 
estate. 

Tie group then, accompanied 
by the Deputy Lord Lieutenant 
of Devon, former First Sea lord 
Admiral Sir Nigel Essenliigh, 
returned to Holsworthy for a 


wreath-laying ceremony and 
parade, followed in the evening 
by a celebratory meal, hosted by 
the parishes of Holsworthy and 
Tetcott- 

The parade from the town's 
square to the war memorial was 
led by the Holsworthy Town Band 
and accompanied by contingents 
of the Association, the Royal 
British Legion and die RAF. 

Following a short service con¬ 
ducted by the Rev John I Ferny, 
the RBL padre, wreaths were laid 
by Jim Adams and Boh S to well, 
wartime veterans of die Tetcott. 

Wreaths were also laid by 
Sir Richard Rycrofl, sun of the 
Tctcott’s first Commanding 
Officer, and Robert Davenport, 
son of the destroyer's First 
Lieutenant. 

On behalf of the families a 
wreath was Laid by the Mayor 
of Holsworthy, Elizabeth Squire, 
and on behalf of the parishes of 
Tetcott and Holsworthy by CLLr 
Harold Gox. 

The salute at the march-past 
was taken by Admiral EssenhLgh. 


• The ship's beft of wartime destroyer HMS Tetcott 


Shipmates remember 
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Bikers 

offered 

advice 


EXPERT advice is on offer to 

Service bikers in Hampshire in u 
bid to cut accidents 

MOD police officer David 
Daiinoii and fellow experienced 
motorcyclists arc running assess¬ 
ment dayn lo improve the skills of 
Service and MOD civilian riders 
in die courtly. 

Eighteen Service personnel 
have been killed in motorcycle 
accidents in the past 12 months. 

At lease some of the deaths are 
thought to be the result of the 
exuberance of sailors and marines 
returning to motorcycling After 
months away on deployment. 

Civvy police in Hampshire are 
already running the Fd^44 ini¬ 
tiative in conjunction with the 
county council. 

Riders pair up with an assessor 
and spend a day on die road. 

The assessments are open to 
Service'MOD civilian motorcy¬ 
clists of all abilities in Hampshire 
and rhe Isle of Wight- Alt hough 
the course cost £65, that fee Can 
he subsequently recouped thanks 
to discounted insurance, bike 
parts and clothes. 

The MOD Edgt44 scheme will 
be run hand-in-hand with the 
Hampshire one, Details arc avail¬ 
able from PC Daunuu at DSDA 
Gosport on t )25 0254 51h»* PC 
Mick Gear at Shirley police sta¬ 
tion, on 0345 0454545, or by log¬ 
ging on to wwWrbikesafe r CG,yk 

Reservists 
are tested 

IT PROVED to be four sea¬ 
sons In one week for a group 
of RN Reservists who took to 
the Channel in a yacht for some 
adventurous training. 

It was the first such expedi¬ 
tion for Richard Skinner (HMS 
Calliope), whose Tyneside col¬ 
league Chris Mehta had done a 
similar trip the previous year. 

Other units represented includ¬ 
ed HMS Vivid [Plymouth h HMS 
Wildfire (Nonhwood) and HMS 
Cambria [WalesJ- 

The first leg in the yacht Chaser 
was a trip to Cherbourg from the 
Joint Services Adventurous Sail 
Training Centre in Gosport. 

Rough sea? meant a slow pas¬ 
sage - and bouts of seasickness, 
though they recovered enough to 
cook ati evening meal. 

The remaining days sailing saw 
everything from flat calm to gales. 

For a full account of the [rip, 
see wwwjnavynsws.ctti.uk 

RNPT dates 

DATES and details of the RN 
Presentation Team's events this 
month are: 

SI Tues Jan 9:The Signet Library, 
Parliament Squares. Edinburgh 
SB Weds Jan 17: The Cullers Hall, 
Church Street* Sheffield 
IflThurs Jan 18: The Lndhurst 
Rjctochj Mansfield Civic Centre,, 

Mansfield 

S? Tu es Jan 23: The Village Hotel, 

Centre Park Warrington 

SI Weds Jan 24: The Marriott 

Preston* Garstang Road, 

Broughton, Preston 

SflTuas Jan 30: Dean Clough, 

Halifax. 

Anyone wanting to book a place 
at a presentation should contact 
the RNPT on 020 3833 8020 or 
email rnpt^gtnel.gov.uk 



The Royal Navy writes on the issues affecting you 


Space is limited for key Falklands event 


THE 25 th anniversary of the Falkland^ 
Campaign will be commemorated in London 
and the Falkland Islands on June 17. 

Tills will be a high-profile event on Horse 
Guards Parade, and will Include a traditional 
Drumhead ceremony. 

It will be followed by a parade of veterans 
and their modern-day Service counterparts 
up The Mall to Buckingham Pal ace to witness 
a fly-past of aircraft from the Falklands era 
as well as some of those flown by the same 
squadrons today. 

Central to the event will be the personal 
rccol lections of veterans and Islanders as they 
tell their stories in their own w-ords. 


Il is hoped ibaL senior members of the Royal 
Family will attend this event, and it will be 
covered Live by the TtBC- 

Space in the audience ai Horse Guards 
Parade will be limited, and it is hoped that as 
many as possible of the campaign's veterans 
will be able to Attend. 

If demand for tickets is high they will be 
allocated in priority order: 

■ holders of die South Atlantic Medal 
(1982) and war widows; 

■ other widows and families^ 

■ others, both civilian and military, who 
were associated with the conflict. 

The organisers will endcAvour to ensure that 


as mAny South Atlantic Medal (19ft2) holders 
attend as possible. 

If ncce^saryj they will issue ticket* to allow 
medal-holders lo march, even if tickets are not 
available for their guests In the stands. 

In any case* all ticket applications should be 
made As soon ass possible. 

Only those successful in their application will 
receive notification from the Veterans Agency, 
and tickets will be sene out along with an infor¬ 
mation leaflet about the event in late May. 

See the official website At WWW.falklands25. 
com for further details about official com¬ 
memorative events taking place between June 
14 and 17. 


Nice warm glow as 
Sultan saves energy 


REDUCING energy consumption does not require new kit 
and big outlays - there are a number of simple but effective 
measures which can be taken, which could reduce overall 
energy costs by more than ten per cent yet cost nothing. 

For example: 

5! Get Command-down buy in; 

9 Measure how much energy you are using; 

S Keep track of your bills, and scrutinise I hem against 
meter readings; 

HCheck how much VAT you are paying - domestic versus 
business rates; 

9 Introduce an education campaign: 

0 introduce energy wardens for each building; 

9 Reduce hot water temperature to comply with the 
legionella (LB) policy: 

8 Turn off all non-essential electrical equipment; 

Use the free information you can receive from the Carbon 
Trust; 

m Lead by example - but remember it must be a team effort. 


MEMBERS of a team 
dedicated to blitzing 
energy consumption 
across four defence 
training sites have won 
official recognition for 
their efforts. 

Senior officers ai HMS Sultan 
in Gosport were alarmed when 
they saw that* despite effort* to 
economise, energy consumption 
had risen by almost 12 per cent in 
The past financial year. 

Tin order Id conserve ener¬ 
gy and water, an Energy Tiger 
Team way established. Led by Ll 
J asrm Marsh nil. with the remit 
to implement savings irymariv at 
across Sultan and the other three 
sites of the Defence College of 
Electro-McchAn Leal Engineering 
(DCEME) - RAF St Athan, 
Bordon and Arborfield. 

So successful has the initiative 
been that Cdre Gerry Thwakes, 
the Commandant of the college, 
has been able to reinvest cash to 
produce further savings. 

Tiger Team members Paul 
Buckley and Jed Dymond 
have been presen ted with B 7. 
Commendation awards. 

A key element in she programme 
is education of all personnel at 
HMS Sultan, particularly through 
Energy Wardens* because even 
the simplest measures can yield 
impressive results without any 
impact on the quality of life or she 
efficacy of training. 

Energy Wardens are responsible 
for preventing the waste of energy 
or water in their area, including 
checking windows are shut* turning 
off lights when not required and 
reporting leaking taps. 



Specific examples at Sultan 
include: 

0 Turning oil the 2,000 comput¬ 
ers that were being left on or on 
standby overnight; 

S3 Restricting outside lines for 
telephones; 

3 Switching off lights over lunch¬ 
times in four hangars, which Still 
kept lighting at acceptable levels 
- and which yielded savings of 
around £6*000 a year; 

3 (’hanging the times the cleaners 
came in - by moving away from 
early morning and l&te evening, 
less lighting was required. 

The combined effort has Led to 
dramatic results; in a message to 
staff and trainees in November, 
Cdre Thwaires said: “To give 
you an idea of the savings you 
are already achieving, DCEME 
spends about £7,000 per day on 
gas, electricity and water. 

■'Despite the price increases* by 
being more energy conscious and 
changing the way you use ener¬ 
gy* you are currently generating 


savings of approximately £500 per 
day compared to last year - this is 
impressive but is only a start. 

“Our consumption has fallen 
markedly in some Schools and has 
Started to fall rapidly in others; 
even greater savings are possible 
during the winter months, simply 
by being more efficient ” 

The returns on money invested 
in green schemes arc also impres¬ 
sive - £25,900 "spend to save' 
funds were recovered by the first 
half of November. 

Lf Marshall said: "The team, 
which also includes all building 
managers, has worked hard to put 


in place measures and projects to 
reduce energy consumption, And 
these are already delivering sav¬ 
ing*. In short - the team works. 

' L I am delighted the efforts of 
Jed and Paul have been recognised 
by this award. 

hl I am notv looking forward to 
carrying on this work across the 
DCEME and achieving much 
more,” 

The Estate Utilities Board, 
which is driving the programme to 
reduce energy costs and cut car¬ 
bon emissions across the MOD, 
is looking to use DCEME as an 
example of good practice. 


A Brief look at the issues 

THE Autumn Personnel Support Brief is spreading the word on issues 
which affect the Service, managers and families. 

Among the subjects addressed by the Brief arc: branch development; 
flexible career structures; Naval Base review; Sea Swap; new Operational 
Allowances; JPA Appraisal reporting; Minor Administrative Actions; key 
worker living programme; and equal opportunities. 


Servicemen quizzed on harassment 


IN SEPTEMBER 2005, 
a questionnaire was 
sent to Servicewomen 
across all three Armed 
Forces asking for their 
views and experiences 
of sexual harassment. 

Why only women? 

Because results from RN 
Continuous Altitude Sur¬ 
veys indicated that women 
were being harassed far 
more than mem 

Nearly 50 per cent (1,765 
out of 3,717} of RN women 
responded to the survey, 
and the results weren't 
that great. 

Over two-thirds of RN 
respondents said that they 
had been offended by sex¬ 
ist behaviour at some stage 
over the previous year, 
nearly 50 per cent had had 
ollensive behaviour aimed 
at them personally, and 
IS per cent - that is 259 


women - bed had a par¬ 
ticularly upsetting experi¬ 
ence in the previous year. 

Harassment still exists in 
the HIM and, although many 
women can deal with most 
situations with ease, it is 
now clear that sometimes 
people gel it wrong. 

But now it F s the turn of 
the men to have their say. 

This month, a survey 
will be going out to 23,000 
Servicemen (the same pro¬ 
portion as Servicewomen 
who received the survey) 
asking for their views and 
experiences of harass¬ 
ment and: bullying. 

The survey will ask: 

9 What types of behaviour 
you find offensive; 

0 Whether you have been 
harassed or bullied over 
the past 12 months, and 
invite you to give details 
about the incident (s); 

9 What you did /would do 


to try to stop offensive be¬ 
haviour; 

9 How well you think the 
Royal Navy deals with har¬ 
assment and bullying; 

0 Now things could be im¬ 
proved. 

Harassment and bully¬ 
ing harms individuals; un¬ 
dermines operational ef¬ 
fectiveness; stops teams 
working effectively togeth¬ 
er; results In the loss of 
good people; and tarnish¬ 
es the RN's reputation, so 
it is crucial that you have 
your say. 

Only if you complete and 
return your survey can we 
get a true picture of what 
servicemen in the RN re¬ 
ally think about an types of 
harassment and bullying. 

Although the survey is 
not going to all Service¬ 
men. you can still have 
your say by logging on to 
w ww.R N Com. m 5d-U k 
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The way 
ahead for 
manpower 
adjustments 

SECOND Sea Lord Vice Admiral 
Adrian Johns has outlined the cur¬ 
rent thinking on manpower adjust- 
mem* across the Naval Service as 
a result of the change initiatives 
within Elect TLB and the wider 
deportment* and How the issue will 
progress through the year. 

Transformation was initiated in 
Fleet lo Significantly improve the 
service provided to the from line. 

THc merger of ONCE LEFT 
and 2SL was a first step, but high¬ 
lighted An imbalance between front- 
line and support spending - the 
'teerh to rail ratio". The aim of Fleet 
Trans form a lion is lo modernise the 
way the Navy commands* manages 
and supports the fronr Line. 

Transformation began formally in 
September, establishing a baseline 
which yielded a FtUune Suite Map 
selling nut a process flow across the 
key areas of capability. 

Although it is too early to deter¬ 
mine precise numbers, it is clear that 
rhe likely impact of Transformat ion 
on Service personnel, within the 
STLB and the wider Naval Service, 
will be rigniflcict. 

TTiis nuixr he considered along¬ 
side the impact of existing change 
initiatives, which also propose reduc¬ 
tion* in the need for military and 
civilian personnel support. 

In terms of overall numbers, 
analysis indicates Lhat, over the 
four-year Short Term Programme 
period, a drawdown in personnel 
across the Service can be achieved 
without recourse lo a redundancy 
programme. 

This will he managed through 
natural wastage and a combination 
of reductions in long-term exten¬ 
sions of service* FTRS, commis¬ 
sion transfers tor those laic in zone, 
and 2 OE‘Ex tended career awards* 
dll complemented by reducing PVR 
notice and graining return of service 
waivers where feasible. 

In under \q deliver the night 
manpower structure and 
to rebalance the teeth-to- 
tail ratio, the focus is on 
officer (it Cdr and above) and 
senior rate posts ashore. 

“[ anticipate a temporary reduc¬ 
tion in promotion numbers* primari¬ 
ly in the officer cadre, for the period 
2003-10,. recovering to present levels 
by 2012," said Admiral Johns. 

“Furthermore, a reduction is 
anticipated in promcjiions to WO I 
over a similar timescale. 

“We've undergone similar tempo¬ 
rary downturn* in promotion num¬ 
bers before, and while this is clearly 
□ challenge, I am confident that it 
can be managed sensibly. 

“Director Naval Career 
.Management, in concert with the 
Transformation team, ii currently 
developing suitable "guiding princi¬ 
ples' which will enable career man¬ 
agers lo strike the correct balance 
between Transformational and other 
change programmes" momentum 
and individual interests on a prag¬ 
matic, ease-by-case, basis.* 

On the civilian side. Admiral Johns 
notes that while Transformation 
affect* everyone, the majority of post 
reductions will come from ihc uni¬ 
formed side, reflecting the relative 
size of die Service and civilian popu¬ 
lation* Cover 25*960 and less than 
3,000 respectively) and, in the HQ„ 
the reductions made to Civil Service 
numbers during TLB merger. 

It is too early to say just what 
impact Transformation will have on 
Fleet's Civil Servants; much of the 
detail of the new organisation has 
nor yet been addressed. 

At this stage, however, it 
seems unlikely that the number 
of civilian post reduction* under 
Transformation will exceed 200-300 
□cross the T1 .R. If that remains the 
ease h natural wastage and the Cur¬ 
rent recruiting restrictions should 
avoid che need for compulsory 
redundancies. 

The changes to posts should also 
he possible without a TLB - or HQ 
- wide preference exercise. 

Admiral Johns is acutely aware 
that this fluid situation is unset¬ 
tling and that in the short term 
it is impacting on his ability Lo 
provide meaningful detail. However, 
he intends to let affected groups 
know as soon as the picture becomes 
clearer early in the New Year. 
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Prizes on 
offer at 
RNcom 

THE RN community website 
is offering five registered mem¬ 
bers the chance to win prizes, 

RNcom was launched in 2005 
10 provide a new communication 
channel for serving personnel, 
their families:. Reserves and retired 
members. 

wwwxncam.mod.uk publishes 
a wide range of information and 
reference points, and features a 
private members’ area with indi¬ 
vidual forums, for deployed units. 

There is also a chat room, and 
families have the chance to com¬ 
municate with other families and 
RNcom support personnel. 

Access to this area is strictly 
controlled to ensure privacy and 
security. 

To celebrate the success of the 
site to date* and to encourage 
more people to register, five sepa¬ 
rate prize draws will take place 
over the ncxr \2 months. 

Only registered members will 
he eligible to take part. 

The prizes will be forevents such 
as relaxation days at healih spas, or 
driving experience* and adventur¬ 
ous events like power-boating. 

One registered member will be 
chosen at random to receive a 
prize, in each draw. 

The five dra^v* will be con¬ 
ducted over die following dates: 
January 31* March June 20, 
September 28 and December 10. 

Further details will be published 
on the website for each draw" 

“Hie website is continually be¬ 
ing. developed;, and any feedback 
on rhe website's current structure 
would be welcomed, comments 
should he sent to the Webmaster 
at we bm aster® rncomjnoduk 

Rule change 
on residency 

A CHANGE of rules means that 
Commonwealth members of the 
UK Armed Forces can now count 
any service, home or overseas* 
towards eligibility for citizenship. 

The Home Office has 
announced that under the new 
rules such personnel will no long¬ 
er have to complete five years 
residency in the UK (three if mar¬ 
ried to or the civil partner of a UK 
citizen) before applying to become 
a British citizen. 

Instead, time served anywhere in 
the world will be counted towards 
the residency requirement. 

Home Secretary John Reid said: 
13 Every day these members of our 
Armed Forces put Their lives at 
risk for the British public. 

a Wc should recognise that sac¬ 
rifice and pay tribute to it by 
acknowledging that service and 
ensuring that it is recognised in 
any application for citizenship," 


JACK Duties will always 
be Jack Dus tics. 

Chefs will be chefs* and 
scribes will be scribes. 

Such is Jacks peak, but their offi¬ 
cial titles are set for a change as the 
revamp of long-standing branches 
sweeps through Loggieland™. 

In Warfare World™ GMs are 
already on the way out* replaced 
by ABh. logistics will follow suit 
in March. 

Not because wc like changing 
names for die sake of it, rather 
because the role of chef** stew¬ 
ards, stores accountants and writ¬ 
ers have changed and their title* 
demand changing accordingly. 

Chefs and stewards will be 
embraced by die new world of 
Catering Service* {CSh $As turn 
into SC* Supply Chain and 
WTKs become Personnel All will 
fume under u tangle generic rank: 

AB or LS(Logs). 

“With due respect lo our herit¬ 
age, stores accountants arc more 
Lhan mere accountants today.,” said 
Cdr Phil Waterhouse* in charge of 
the Defence Maritime Logistics 
School ai HMS Raleigh. 

“Tn fact* they don’t do much in 
the way of stores accountancy. 

“The job has changed out of 
all recognition since I joined the 
Royal Navy. The breadth of logis¬ 
tics is 30 much wider." 

Changes lo the logistics world 
('logistics’ replaced 'supply’ a cou¬ 
ple of years ago) go beyond "men:* 
titular changes. 

New to the school are RFA 
chefs and stewards,, now being 
trained in the bosom of the RN 
rather than at civilian colleges. 

“Cooking is cooking*” says 
2i‘0 Richard Lavender rather suc¬ 
cinctly, '“The course is exactly the 
same for RFA chefs as it is for 
Royal Navy ones - the only thing 
we don’t do is the divisional side 
of things. 

“There is an outdated view of 
the RFA as merchant sailors on a 
cruise ship. 

“We are port-ond-ptree! of the 
Naval Service. We work hand-in- 
hand with the Royal Navy, so why 
shouldn’t we train with them?” 

RN experience rubs off on the 
RFA trainees and vice versa — 
extremely useful experience when 
the sailors go to sea. 

Tire first batch of RFA stewards 
to be trained 31 Raleigh passed 
out after a 12-week course at the 
end of November;, another group 
arrives aiTorpoint next month. 

For the auxiliary trainee** life at 
Raleigh as a shock to the system 


- bur nor in the way you might 
imagine it. 

“It’s a lot more friendly and 
casual than we expected il - it’s 
not like in the movies, 1 " said Cook 
Jamie Richardson. 

"It's actually really good for us 
to work together.’ 1 

Other changes are afoot. The 
training which junior logistic* 
officers have received* via the 
Initial Logistics Officers Course, 
has been* the team concedes, “coo 
narrow". 

“Today's officers can cell you 
specifics such as the daily messing 
rate* explained Cdr Waterhouse, 

“You need to know that your 
team knows such detail because it 
forms the basis of a ship’s opera¬ 
tional capability. 

“However* it is more impor¬ 
tant that officers understand the 
breadth of front, second and third- 
line support. 

“These days logistics officers 
don’t just worry about their own 
ship* they arc concerned about the 
ships and RM units around them. 

“Rather than looking down at 
their accounts, they are looking 
upwards and outwards at the task 
group and beyond.” 

Some 2*206 sailors pass through 
the school each year, roughly 250 


of them at any one tintc- 

The school is the font of logistic* 
knowledge but it wants to deliver 
more at the waterfront, through 
e-learning, or on the ship* them¬ 
selves - there** little better training 
than firsit-hand experience. 

Vessels in nearby Davenport 
assist wherever possible; closer 
to home there are the Realistic 


IT’S a!way* good to be ahead of 
the game. 

You could introduce the 
Logistics Branch changes in 
March. Dr you could do ii six 
months early, like HMS Ocean. 

As Royals poured ashore in 
Sierra Leone, a more subtle "inva¬ 
sion' was taking place in the heli¬ 
copter carrier: [here were chefs 
in the wardroom, normally the 
domain of stewards, 

It was one of the more visible 
signs of the way the revamp of 
the Logistical world could manifest 
itself thi* *pring. 

Cdr Bob Gray, Ocean’s head 
of logistics, and Iris management 
team decided to take advantage of 
the opportunities the new set-up 
offered to test the water early. 

Elc gaid: “We have well and 
truly jumped the gun, but with a 
very busy deployment ahead of 
us with a large embarked force, 
1 needed ratings on the ground 
ready to support the ship. 

" L We were in a position where 
due ro gapping and all sort* of 
other reasons, we had some criti¬ 
cal shortages across the hotel serv¬ 
ices specialisation. 

"'With the knowledge that thene 
branch changes were going to take 
place, it seemed sensible to us to 
use the flexibility that we had to 
plug those gaps in such a way that 
was consistent with branch devel¬ 
opment principles. 

“We needed a now solution 
baned on these new principles. 
Instead of looking at chef and 
steward billets* we decided To look 
at them all as catering service bil¬ 
lets and take a wider view." 

WO I Jeff Boswell, himself a 
source branch caterer* explained: 
"We lacked managers initially at 
a senior rate level. Rut w r ithin my 
team we had an abundance of 
people selected as petty officer. 


working environments’: working 
galleyn and wardrooms, a mock- 
up of a UPO and a storeroom to 
educate trainees. 

But one tenet remains central to 
the school. 

“We need to Uain our people 
as we fight*" stressed Cdr 
Waterhouse, “You arc a sailor first. 
Logistician second” 


“We rated; one up early and 
moved a more experienced PO 
into the wardroom areas to super¬ 
vise and manage," 

Along with the move of the FO 
Caterer into the traditional stew- 
arding team for the wardroom* 
a [.coding Chef headed up the 
pantry* running a team of up to 
three stewards, 

GPO(CS) Antony Evan* said: 
“Being a source branch steward* 
having a PO Caterer coming into 
my world has worked out really 
well. 

"It ha* brought a fresh set of 
eyes. And it ha* assisted in the 
day-to-day running of the ward¬ 
room complex.” 

There is no doubt that This 
transition between catering and 
stewarding will present many 
challenges. 

But as WOl Boswell said: “If 
you’re prepared to do something 
about it and learn each other’s 
specialisation* it’s got success writ¬ 
ten all over it." 

Borh men see the value in the 
■changes, increasing chances for 
promotion, greater jnb variety and 
satisfaction and improving job 
opportunities for life once outside 
the Servicc- 

For anyone Looking at a future 
in restaurant or hotel manage¬ 
ment, a Catering Services special¬ 
ist will be offering up lo emphiyer* 
a complete package with knowl¬ 
edge of'front of house’, account¬ 
ing, kitchen and hotel ski]]*. 

In the meantime, this flexibility 
will be invaluable lo the Service too 
as wc move ahead with new classes 
of ships and ways of working. 

The initial "toe 1 in the water* 
phase proved so successful that a 
decision was taken for three chefs 
and three stewards to swap roles 
Ed i' the remaining period during 
the carrier’s lime on Vela. 



• A carol semce at Fleet headquarters has been organised by the Portsmouth Women's Network (PWN) r 
and included a raffle which helped raise £216 Havant Women's Aid , a group helping women and children 
escape domestic violence. A 12-strong brass band accompanied the singers at Leach Building, and 
everyone received a complimentary mince pie. The PWN supports MOD Service and civiiian women in 
the Portsmouth travei-lo-work area 


Subtle ‘invasion’ in 
helicopter carrier 
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Forces 
adjust to 
no-smoke 
policy 

AS FART’ of the Government* 
intention for ail its Departments to 
be smoke-free by the end of 2006, 
a No Smoking Policy w=a* intro¬ 
duced at 0600 on New Year’s Eve 
in all MOD and Service enclosed 
workspaces and vehicles* mess¬ 
es and clubs in England* Wales, 
Northern Ireland and overseas. 

This is in advance of the 
requirement for all enclosed pub¬ 
lic place* and workspaces, includ¬ 
ing offices* factories* pubn and 
restuuran Ls, lo become smoke-free 
from July I this year. 

For the Naval Service this fol¬ 
low 7 * on from a ban on smoking 
between decks in surface ship* 
in March last year* which will be 
extended to RFA ships in April 
and in submarine* in June. 

Although MOD policy gives 
local commander* die discretion 
to allow smoking in single laving 
accommodation, all Naval estab¬ 
lishment and unit commanders 
have agreed dial they will not 
take up riiis opdon because of 
the significant constraint* which 
such an exemption would! place on 
their ability to allocate rooms to 
smokers and non-smokers, given 
that the Naval Service is commit¬ 
ted to ensuring that Lhoste who 
do not wish lo be subjected to 
second-hand smoke should not be 
so exposed. 

They also had concerns at the 
implications for cleaners entering 
smoky rooms, the costs of regular 
deep-cleaning and die effect of 
such an exemption on the Navy’s 
healthy lifestyle campaign which 
seeks 10 encourage as many people 
as possible to give tip the habit. 

As is already the ease in 
Scotland, therefore, Naval policy 
is that no smoking will be permit¬ 
ted in any cabins. 

For those smokers who want 
assistance to kick the habit there 
is help at hand. 

Smoking cessation courses and 
counselling arc being run regu¬ 
larly in ail medical centres and 
sickbays on board HM ships and 
submarines, and nicotine substi¬ 
tutes are available to help where 
appropriate. 

For external help the 
Government has set up a national 
quit helpline on 0800 169 0 169. 

Conference 
flagged up 

THE Tri-Service Gay, Lesbian, 
Bi-sex Jill and Trunsgendered 
Conference 2007 will take place at 
the Union Jack Club in Waterloo 
on Friday January 26, and is open 
to all ranks. 

The conference will start at 
Itiam, w r irh various breaks during 
the day* and will culminate with a 
buffet meal in the evening. 

Guest speakers have been invit¬ 
ed and There will be plenty of 
opportunity for views and dineus- 
sions in general and individual 
Service forum*. 

Accommodation can be booked 
through the normal channels at 
the Union Jack Club by calling 
020 7928 4814 or through the 
website w ww.ujclub.co.uk 
























T 2 NAVY NEWS, JANUARY 2007 



NOTICEBOARD 


Reunions 


[ Where are you now? 


Wpeaths 


jANLWJW 2007 

HMS HUKtAOiffl AwOCiaUdri: Annual serv¬ 
ice of riarterribrenee fl Si Miwy'r. Akdisrnfify 
Bow Larw„ London on January 19 art. 13:05. 
Thin will bo faJInwred hy n short mu union whh 
nelreshments ai a warby hostelry. Nearest 
Tube slrrtkpn 15 Mfinsioo Uomtr Circle Lino. 
Contact Frank Lynch on 029 2043 GQ63. 

FeEWUMW 2007 

HMS Penelope: Reunion and AGM 2007. 
lo- he he« in Blackpool. l-ebruary 10-IB. 
Gfiribhit lhi= secreCcy Mike Sue ;l! mike, 
bae®ntlwffl1d.com pt write to 1 OddleiJows 
StmfM. Mirffaid, WF 14 0AR. 

KM5 Andromeda Aasooiartion: An¬ 
nual reunori fa bo hcl<I gfl Hki Trecdm Hold, 
Torquay, Fabmary 23-26v 2007, all convifis- 
ebns and all ranAs are mos-1 welcome. FeN 
details IrDin Hind* Cayis un 01394 461032, 
flick Matthews 0144# 6794&3 of visit the 

wrtwiln www.hm5i-3tfKdrcfncda.CD.uk. 

MARCH 2007 

HMS Triumph: Reunion al Ihrj OTH.inty 
HbleL Skegness, March 2-5. Contact Lan 
Alien lor details at nsivdotT^aol-corn or id; 
01992 710654 Or write to 430 South Ord¬ 
nance Road. EnrtiekJ. London. EN3 GhT. 

HMS Gannct Reunion: All serving, re¬ 
serving and associated cfviban personnel 
wrtcomc. Rminion .it HMS Cimnrjl nn MLireh 
3. Contacl tne nei^ilon oomnkftee online 
.it pwriKinicri'^D.riii.mod.uk or Ini: t>1?9<? 
6742EB or 67424E. 

HMS Glasgow {C2l/Dfl): 29lh annual 
rtLiniun uri Mirth 9-12 ai Mill Rylrit: I loliday 
viiage. Hayiing island. Haif-pnce bar every 
nighL kd come un dikI svring yuur old lamps. 
Details from Allan Mercer. m Royal Avenue, 
Widrtes, WAS 9HJ. 

Federation ort Naval Assooalicris hold a 
iXHjnipn of Cr.tfTTMir Nfivy personnel fil H^ytng 
Island, March 9-12. ir you are a member ert 
an jssodartion ihai does noi organise a mun- 
hon, or an **-*hipmdLe wlp wouki like to jcin 
us as an indvAai. you win be made very 
welcome. El CO p«r person Tor halt board, 
entertainment and erautte acoomodalion. 
Drinks .it Ihe bar Nilf price- Cfanflncl Rnbbn: 
Hobson, 12 Kaintcn Street. Old Penahaw, 
fMA ?HQ or leri 01^1 5R4 7058. 

HMS Heirast Association: AGM and re¬ 
union will place on March 17 ai i2:00 
onboard lho Sl ip. All n rerrbarS art wetume. 
For details coMecI Ihe Secretary online 
jl pbiiiiraokL-Sbeebjret or ihe ttwtt m 
nHp://www,lwm.ofg,ukAiiTffli}el1aBS or write 
Id P;uk Vm;w, PcifM::; L.ine, Filling, London, 
WB 4LU. 

Wfrcnr Reunion: All former nwmhrrr; ol 
ihe VWeiYjVifitlt are invited bo a reunion 
fit 1 ht! Home Club. Portsmouth on Mamh 
22. All preMa will 9010 the Wien's Benevo¬ 
lent Trust. For mere mtorreatkjn conlaol PO 
Curindl-Mafcalin dh Q7S7S 5547 U. 

APP*. 2007 

S24 S^ibiriran A R.g'hL Fnlk'nnrisVRFA 
Olmeda (19E2): Reunion AjS'H 7 in Flynwuih. 
Wonim unri fiCCOrnmodiiEidn id be Cdnfirmod. 
Contact Jan Cox at pancoxl ctriwi.com or 
lea: 015M5 47 7S7& or wn!e 1 o 42 The Avenue. 


IfeDvil, RA21i 4&M. 

HMS Wizard & HM5 Cadiz Aaaoclalion: 
ACM.'Rniininn in FNptflrimwilh, April 1113L 
Growing membership. All conin^aioii. ranks 
and reies mosl wekoree. Contact Tom Fom. 
Marti re Lc, CliurCli Lane, Meririmi. Cdvmtry. 
CVT 7HXdf tel: 01670 5262S6. 

HMS Grenville Aasoci alien! and Ihc 
25th Destroyer FlortiHa GrenvUe, Urea, Un¬ 
daunted. Undine, IMrter, Urania. UtySWS and 
Urchin: Raul ion an ihe Siretlcn fc tiie«, Black¬ 
pool, Apnl 17-19. Cdhtact AKNA 0»233 025 
6M ^ Socndnry nn 01654 711599. 

Mat- 2007 

HMS Adaenftnrt: flexion find AGM in 
aegriess, May 11-14. Contact AE Walker dp 
0 m? room or o 1262 rcr mfenna- 

ion. 

HMS Claopalre Old Shipmatas Aeso- 
ciUftidiK A (kwrishirag orgunisfifoon wliich 15 
actively recruitiiig es-Cleos IrPin trie creiser 
and fng^te to |oih. V^ryes and partners are 
irtsu ‘.rjry vitikuny;. AGM aivJ rniniDn in in 
EoLxnernoulh, May 11-14. It you are inter¬ 
ested contfiijl Wfirwipk Franklin fit wnrwigk 
fiankliril-lPlrnai.ooiri oriel: 01752 36B611 
or wnta 1o 12? Kfl Hill Crescent. Si fludeauM. 
R’yiriuiAti, Devon, PL5 1EL. 

HMS Blgbury Bay Asaoclatlon: Annual 
mtiniotfi at IIk; Savoy HnbrH, Skegm^s, Mny 
IB-21. All crew members are welcon’e. Con¬ 
tact the secmlary CMvid Ddcher at 17 Alison 
CrWSCenl. WhilfielU, Kent, CT16 2LN ur td: 
01304 02710^. 

HMS Forcslcr H74: Rcunicm lakriK pJ;K:c 
art St Ives Hotel, Lythenv St Annea. May 20 - 
24 Dcifiils from Dennis Headlord, 6 Okl 
School Close, Hoylland, Barnsley, Somh 
■ftrtshue, SY4 0€Q oriel: 01226 74063r. 

JuhT 2007 

HMS Khedive: Reunion rfi Blackpool. 
Jung 22-24, Afed joining Ihe BLimna Star re- 
union. RdaLrvify. and close Iriends ana wd- 
oixne. Fdf riTore inrtorma&on oonlact Rdb 
Fv«in:;, 40 Ktarrick Rc^id, ViblvtYfimnpto'i 
WVlt 3NZ. 

July 2007 

The D-Quiila ASsociaiiun: TI t Silver 
Jutklee reunion lakes place In HMS Net- 
Min, Fknrlsmoulli pn Jiiy 9 9, mlh a visit 
to VT Shipbuiders lor a guided tour ol the 
T45 pn?^wi. The 'Q* Fkwrt5 is opm 10 uny 
body who served in WW2 Defender Class 
or 1950& Danng Glass Deslreyers- intact 
Mikn- Smil h, F"i'i Main Ro^iri, Ck^ichwartrxi., 
Kings Lynn, Norfolk, IT:34 4AA or td: 01553 
7^H30. 

SEPTEMEZk 2007 

HMS Sutton Assoclatwsn: Grand reunion 
al I he Faknn HoCd, GlraMard upon Avcn. an 
Segfereber J4-15. Contact Jotin Blackman 
cm 01273 302147 

Caalle Claisa CorvellefFrigaile Asso- 
ciartionc Reunion lakes place in Torquay tnom 
Gepturnljer 28 to Otridber 1. Wivhik find pari ■ 
ners 7,1 be ve^ welcome. To join the asao- 
cifitiofi cnmpirl ihrt riTjr.mlnry. Mikn- Ftitfinn, 81 
Beakas Hoad, SmeLhwick, west Midlands. 
B07 SflSor w- 0121 4?0 MflS, 


HMS AndmnDda: Looking far SddII 
Doughty last seen on HMS Andromeda 
ISSrS. Mpinird Jjinr- in Khllnring 1990. 
Contact Kerb Gculding CApgletonl ok 
WFM(0) til V.goi.iiriiirgSblinlr-rniy|jr™n or 
lei: OlrtSO 53S2B or write to Bryma*, Ustera 
His. Ilmins-ler. Somersel. 

HMS Ark Royal: Does anyone know where 
1o conrtaol either Chris or Paul Hoaluns. 
Ghria served in the Aik around 1974 fia a 
cook: his brother Paul may have also served 
^tfi Ehn Ark, possibly 1977 fis :in engineer, ir 
you can Help contact Gary WiHdnson online 
at gmy vMk in spiii 1 ^nltwroricl-r-pni pr tel; 
01522 301974 or write to 211 Laughton Way, 
North, Lincoln. LN? ?AW 

HMS Anihfidillo: Seeking rdalert* ol RN 
Gommfindo Leohard Thompson who was 
■it RN CrxiimdndO Unit "T fliiiel, Iruir rig fit 
HMS Armadillo, ArPentunny. on Loch Long, 
Sobllnnd 1 . He spent wirtler 1942- wflh Nn 9 
Beach Group at Monkson Camp, Ayrshire, 
IfiErr Ifinckng on &5ld Flench, NnmLiryiy, pn 
D-Day. CPiHact Ian Stevenson Martin, 52 
Glfidfeidfte Rwd. SaHcwls. Aymhorff. KA2i 
5LF. 

BtMS: Seeking any raling lhaft se^'ed on 
BYMS MineaweepHr, a/lofit ur aatrore {1944- 
46|i at SHoefness. [^jeen bo rough, Dover etc. 
Trying Ed farm fi reunion. OonlKt J R Alberts, 
79 Hamid Street, Dover, Kent, CT15 1 SB or 
Id: Q1W20Q5ai. 

HMS Centaur: Seeking images or HM5 
Centaur areurxS 1904. espdbaiN pholo- 
^aphs including David Leslie Bird. The 
pictures woiAd t» frx Jua 9 r antJ5om& 1am- 
#y alburn. Corn act Nikki Whilchead art 
ffAldwhlileheadBbtmlemieL-oom or tel: 
01752 283924 w wrrlf; fa 19fi VAisIlkjId, PI - 
ympton. FTymouBi. Devon. F a L7 2EfJ. 

NAM{A/£j Jim Dawfa: Striking Jim w4k> 
■served 1952-64 and waa last heard ol when 
en-roule to Sydney. Awslrifla, in 19C4. If 
finybrie kruwii uf his wharesbuui^ briuld 
Ihey ooniBKt Dave Bames at sHveNoKil 4&S 
LilkLilk.net br Id: 01243 315473. 

HMS Ea&lboume: Seeking FO Cook 
Pete- Lowe, iKirvisd on HMS :Efis I bourne 
1970-77. Last known to be instructing at 
PpmbmA*, He Wfi5 bwl m un fit pi ir vi priding 
in 1977 r wolM love to near horn him again. 
GonlfiCl Tom Rnndiv (ARj fit tpm mnd^rt. 
^urOO.Ou.u ^ Or lei: 014B2 fil 7959 or write to 
A C nesterholme, Fleet Est, Silton. Hmi.HUH 
4BD. 

Beach ClUb Hotel. Tooemptuoe: Seek- 
jrg Dr'ivn :uy1 Diiim ;::urnfin>e un£kno - kvn| w1k> 
atayed art (hla hotel In September 2005 . Dave 
wfis in lhp RN :md los.1 fingers -pn his righrt 
hand in Ihe Falklacds. He is now 65 and is 
* voluntary worker Oifine works for PoH- 
amouth C ly Cduuoil. Arthur and Val Hopkins 
woukJ ihfe to get in touch. Contact Ihem art 
169 Tlie CrdL, LLmrlWdian Holiday Park, 
Gower, Swansea. Y7est Glamorgan. SA3 
1FLJ. 

HMS Forward: Fren Millie [nee Persona; 
wuytri likn In bersr fram :nyc:nr w4in mm on 
&ers her fiom Iher time al HMS Forward, 
Newhfiven. find iDffigonrtfy. Hayimg island, 
Also hern her time art the Rosario Club in 
HMS Doflpinn. Contact Fran art 4 Glenn 


House, Northcotl Close, Gosport, Hants, 
P012 2PY pr id: 023 9262 2m 

Jim Froggatb Anyone who knows Jim 
[ex CFOWTR 1960 S0I and his family is 
wekfijine Lo cunlauT hiiii at iim ^ - fnxpguLl48. 
wanadoo.oo.uk of tel: Oi 33207 Ur 29 .' 

Tctfiy Gale-: Would Turiy G:4k: who Sen! fin 
amusing drt caled Pad One lo Heg Osborn 
lor ikw! in bin rrK:Enl book Th/sr ma.. f'/n an 
Old Sailor, send l>* address to Heg Osborn, 

Nprhijry Hill, London, SW163LA. 

Anthony "Ibny' GoPdafd: Ange4a is 
search.ng fpr he* hfilf-pfalher Anthpciy who 
sire believes- was in ihe PFf during the 1960s 
and 70s. He was born 19-15-40 and spenrt his 
childlioDd 111 Newbury, Berkshire Ttiey were 
parted when very yooeg, but she would low 
tp bn in f:pntfia' figfitfi. Gonil0t:l Mr? Angnlfi 
Foster i:n£ti Greenj el rdroatertfwanaooo. 

Of writ® fa G/Guito Anlontffa 16, Fwnfa 
Camacho, 19314 Loja, Granada. Spain. 

HMS llluslrious; Suokimj Lt (SOI Ji“gun 
'Mo" Morrison. HMS Illustrious, MirWrii 
and Ocean. Stephen Lennon lormehy HMS 
G:lJ,-jIh::s llluriEnous and l aodan Iitjm IdM 
I ouch with hla good Prwrya ‘Mo’ Momson 
rind woeild like In grit thick in touch. Could 
anyore wio kiysws ol him conlact Blephen 
fit 94 Compfa CfaWUfil. Crwnonj. Dofn^fah, 
Suiherland, IV25 3HU Of td: 01BE2 311799. 

HMS Kent, ftret conwriission 1963: Trac¬ 
ing T02 Dave Cooper, 2L Mess, origiiMJIy 
Urom the Swindon area, if anyone Knows ort 
his whereribouEK could lliey UDnLtcl John 
Scolf at 1hewhi1es4ev@r!&ivrtfn&:i.com or td: 
01202 567139 or wnlD Ed 7, Itiniiltmi Rmid, 
Hanwvorlhy, Booh, Dorset. SHI 5 4EP. 

HMS Kivirfoum: AfffaM Fpsoni 15 sodwng 
anyone who kr*w him espocrelly m ak A-FO 
AAi who was efi Khartoum when ho got mar¬ 
ried aL Eionehouse in tlie 1940s. Conrtaof 
Arnold Fmron, 66 Pnory Road, Dtverelon. 
Curnkda, LA12 9UH Of td: 01229 567577. 

LC F33: Mr Spnggs ^ seeking Parker jhrsl 
n.une fargortCrMik Irisl H*n whiwi Ihey ciiny; 
o*1 survival leave ai Wesic-dl on Baa alter be¬ 
ing sun k al Wfilchfifien in LCF36 pn Ffavom 
ber 1. 1944. Parker was a signdnian known 
fis. 'Bunls' and was living in Cmelhprpos. Mr 
SprKj^S was, then living in Market HfebOr- 
cugh. Contact twn al 35 Lindsay Avouue, 
Abnvjiun, hfathfin^ldnshm, NN3 217. 

ML9D2 r LCF37, MGB 593: Seeking Tom¬ 
my Higg.rm, who srrv^ri nn thtfisn vnr.%oh 
wrth .Andy Head as 'sparks' -I igaz-16), LrgM 

CofiSlul Fnfans A L-.mrlirag CrePl Fink 57. If 

you know ol hint contact Apdy Bead art 11 

Philip CfaOO, f rinfam Homdunds UYfiUTjn pn 

N^£«, C014 &PZ. 

hmS Onslow: Maurk:e is seeking infar- 
rtuitHMi ; 1 1 :1 1 Bnrt Glacf eld ur I IMG Onslow 
and Haya Wharf. London [ 19-160- h there 

nn HMS Onslow Asr.DcialKxi who mny hiiiv:: 
records 0 * past crew members - ? Gonlaol 
Maurice 'AfaOcAock, 6 Elw Kidson Court, 
Stoke. Nelson, New Zealand. 

Fuileigh, Stoker intake. Suptenuouf i&66; 
Ai ridu Brookes- would like iu know il Lfrere 
is anyone slill around from Eh*s iniafte? H so 
ha tan be oorviatied ak an^ld.bfookcsvf 
v21net.oo.uk or td: 07761 774401 on write 

Id 1 □ GhdurfkHri Pond, OughtringiDn, L ynrn, 

Cheshre, WA139HN. 

HMS flfiuon: Sucking frad Llnyd lAV.-'Ol 
iormerly Irom West Norwood. London. Lasl 
known addr-uw wfij Keppd Mess, HMS 
Haven. Soulhampton. Please contact Mrs 
M& 151 * KwiDkt Curdner) lorrogriy from 
Claphani ai 15 Compass Clo&e. Rawner, 
Gosport. Hama. POi3 9XF or td: 023 9236 
33D5. The Iasi mealing was ai Waterloo Ela¬ 
tion. 

Russian Convoy*: Stuart 4 Iry-rig to gfl 
information about he lalhe^'s [John Dgilvio; 
service on Russian Convoys iri WW2 He 
was a Convoy Signalman seeing on Mer¬ 
chant ships, po the RN see unable 10 giwa me 
any deiai-t ol convoys or ships mart ne was 
on. Does anyone ourt Ihere rememe^r him? 
Contact Stuart Ogilvie aL stuvl.pgllvie$ 
ti«*jkco,u>: or tel: 01536 4&3C21 or write 
to 14 Glencoe D r ve Kettenngi, NarH-utnls, 
NN15 5BH 

HMS Sfalesinuii!: Th* Ififa PO fFd'i Fm- 
derick Banren served on HMS Statesman, 
possibly 1940-46, when h« died al ags 21 
Irom cancer. Hi* grandson *s trying to trace 
anyone who served "ivith him He is trying lo 
Poihelamily tree and would like beget some 
photogrephs/stones to add to rt. Coni ad 
P:lI Hu y fl 0HlBiCbey445< fmSn.Dditn pf Id: 
07793 434715 or wnle to 5 Wel»ck Court. 
Cdrby. Northfints, NNlft 0HP. 

RIIAS Gosport 1950. 2MU, 70S Sgdn: 
Seeking personnel pf (iwi- afirty heiipop- 
lor umls: Frost, HaiieSv Gorman, Hk*msn, 
Petifdd. Mai here. Steadman, ftandiord, 
Loc^e, Williams, Km^hc and others. Contact 
fl Guder on 02476 44S91S or !.es Smith on 
01594 71191Q. 


Navy News on tape 

Navy Mens is available tree or charge 
on lape Irom Portamodh Area Talking 
Hewa for those with drtficully reading 
nonmal type, Conbct 023 92&9 M5i 
and Ieav* a message with a contact 
injmbor, Mo special equipment »s 
eeoded to play tha standard go-minute 
caswllea. 


Mne Cr-uig Hodgy' Hodgkin son. .joined 
Hbyai Mannes la 2004 and described as 
;■ ufilunlly giflcd CDiTinkfinda'. Awiudnd 
King’s BadgefTian award lor mosl out- 
^.tnnding rorruil m Ihn Cfamnvindo Tmtning 
Centre im Specialised as Landing Graft 
GeiM^wnm. faining 4 ASRM cm Fkilwiirk in 
2006. Deployed with Bulwark to Iraq in 2006. 
fibVfifdod itio Open'd in nfi I Service Medoi 
(Iraqi. A passionaia rugby player, he died 
playing mglby at the Devcnpcrt Sereices 
Gruund. NOvenit>Sr 7. 

Moe Jason 'Jay" Martin Hyllon, 639 
AGRM. Juried Royal Murinta in 20O3: 42 
Cdc as a Rifleman on ccmpletioh ol training: 
volumram^d fa ln^cimi: L.mding GnLlfamiui: 
lolned 4 AS KM setvlna m Bulwark on LCUs 
find tCVPsL kJinucI flfiiding Tnjgp, 539 A5RM 
and deployed with squadron to Iraq as a Re¬ 
in flfiider Creh Coxswain, May Narthan Hrdo 
HM said: 'An irrtellgehl man. he adapted 
DKceptionally won fa Fits duties as coaswfitfi. 
wih a leve ol epiilude lar in excess or h*s 
peere He eptomised the hue Commando 
Spirit." Aged 33. Wbvertltoer 12. 

Corpora! 6 J Nowak. 45 Commando HM. 
Joined Royal Mfirines m 1996; 45 Gdb as a 
Hrtlemafi on complehon -of Ireinlng: 4W Cddv 
inilKsIfy :j:: a Rirttmian then :r: fi SccticfiScc- 
ond-ln-G-ommand; Fleet Bretecton Group 
RM; 40Cdn, whirm Inin-rsd in PhyniGnl Train¬ 
ing and Junor Command Couree; rejoined 
46Crto in 20O6: vok^iteemd n> depkiy with 
539 AGRM to Op Tertic. LI Gd Haydn White. 
CO ort 539 ASRM, seid; "He brought iho 
highest levels ol prdessioiuJism, pliystcal 
fjlne&s find Btfithusdasm. find had an imrn«&- 
alu jikJ IfiStind knpfiOL uni fill those Ire served 
wih." Aged 2r. November 1 £, 

CPOiAWT) Kevin' Hanby. M YiC 
Rortsdown. Ship* and ostabUshmenla m- 
dudejd: Jitter, GturylxlK, HusEriCTis, MWG 
Southwlek, Sheffield, Beaver. Drake. MWS 
Fxc:c!lkjnl, Chillvini, Campbcilfaw; - , FWQ 
F’ortsmouth. and JDLMO. November 15. 

MEM 2 Chris-lciphfjr Drvling. HMS Knnl. 
Joined Koya Navy m 2O04. trainee at Sultan 
and: jbtnod Kunt in £006. tJovomhcr 27. 

Norirwi Johnson. Air Mechanic (Ah S04 
and 912 NAS. 14th Camar Air Greup. HMS 
Gdry. Korea. 14th Carnes Air Group Assoma- 

Ekyu Nuvriribt j 6. 

'Jet' W»u11le. HMS Morecambe Bay Ai- 
^jcudijr. Canteen Flfil Sweupef, 1951-54 
Comnwakwi. 

John Shields Pnlcrton. Mn::tH:r :t1 AnriK 
JOmed Ganges as a boy sean an 1955 and 
servod Urilil 1979 in FacrSlgnL flar(kair L lAf- 
nus, Roebuck, Leoperd, Sea Eagle. Fi/nw. 
Tufror, Cochrane, AbdM. pfid prt Opem- 
tio-i Rfieoslat 1974 (Suez Canal olearancek 
ClK'dBERLANT. Osprey 4ml Caledoraa. Do- 

1 -jir.-,i-^4, r "1 Ari|j.-1 hJl 

flay 'Spider - keiiey. ME. Sen«ed i$60-G9 
in MfirytuiHFi'r r; l:J mid 60'S) find PufalwS- 
tort<Rers»n Gull 93-9|. August 23. Aged £4. 

Rod Hnyns. AIT HMS inch Ffidfi A$$p- 
Mtkxi. Noyembef 13. Aged 63. 

Chnrir-s Andrew Hrvilh. HM:B Mie:tc:intfi. 
Served 1906-53 hi FYmce ol Wales 1941 
Ik.irvivcwV Shrdfidri, Ansnn ruid Mnunliun 
November 20. Aged 94. 

0rifin T Rohinoori-Ae, Sorred 1962 -66 in 
Mounls Bay, Whirlwind. Suppose, Lynx, HMY 
Britannia Rnyfil Tpyr 1962 and bncobu Sep 1 
tember 27. Aged 70. 

Lt Steve Stormy' Rowfa- Served Fttiyi 
Hermes, Hemnone and Hereld dunng Ihe 
Ffikiands conflict, November 19 in Sp*i. 
Aged 96. 

Holer 'Tansy' Leo*. HO Seaman and 
Diver. Served 1947-53 ip Impregnable, Va-i ■ 
guard. Cardigan Bey. Yfcruiam. Danrig and 
Ashanu. HMG Daring and Imp^ggrfibTe fis- 
sociadbus. Oolobe^ M. ,Aged 75. 

Donald Jack. AB RNft. Sarvfd 1W9-4& 
in flamptxa, Asseiy, and Kale. HMS Kale 
AssocMbrn, founder member. June- Aged 
67. 

P.iln^k 'Tore' Tum*r, Joined 1*93^ and 
served 22 years in Ganges, King George V 
(Bismarck), Kale. Vknguertl iKmg and Queen 
vist to South Arricaj, Morecarrfce Bay and 
Bruce. HMS Kale Associ^Hon. founder mem¬ 
ber. Juy. Aged 84. 

John Thorpe. ITS. Served 1 939-46 floyai 
FlME Reserve and 46-51 m Wildlir*, Punodal. 
Hood injured dunng Norway operalrona}>. 
HyfiptfiCh iBfiltte Qi Allfiji'fa), Gidn, Kfi^ 
RF R Wamor IKorea). HMS »^aie associatdri. 
founder mamber. Aged 94 . 

Charles Rwyqrd. WOn a sc4KHafsNp to 
Greenwch Mavei school at aged 10. Upon 
leaving sc*wol he foined the RN and served 
in iron Duke. Repulse and Fury m ihe Bart- 
Eie ol Ihe Atlantic, Russian convoys and 
Malta convoys, Russian Corwoy Club of 
Portsmouth and played a major -ole in iha 
campaign for ihe new Arche Star November 
19. Aged 97. 

Gwrgo A Ke«L CAR Served 1941 -66 In 
767.91 e. 771, 31 1 find 900 Squfidrons in Ea¬ 
gle and Ark Royal. November 34 Aged 0L 

Dflnni? J Edwfirda- PO- HMS Ftjtr^wn 
Assobalwn. Other Shqs include Ganges. 
Maidstone (in F®r East art Japanese st^ren- 
det), Wizard. Oeriance and Drake Ifootbailer 
»nd crirtartert. ktovemper 29, Aged 94 

Edward Oates. CPtJ. Served 20 years 
and sin reonrths m FAA -il Lossiwpouin, Ar¬ 
broath, Fulmar and aircraft canters Tnumpft.. 
Illiistnous and Bulwark. -Airereh HandlereAs- 
Spcsiatipn. Aged 76. 


Entries for the Deaths’ column and Swap Drafts in 
February's Noticeboard must be received by 

January 12 


NOTICEBOARD ENTRIES 

■ Notices for this pag& should be brief, tlaarfy wrilten « t yp6d and 
addressed to - Tbs Editor, Navy Maws, HMS Malson, Portsmouth. POI 
3HH or email ■ adit^ngiryoefws.eo.ulc. If you sr& sending your notice in via 
email plo-osc include your ful l address and telephone numbaf. 

■ Reunions appear in date order, and requests to place an entry in a 
partlculai edition cannot be guaranteed, 

■ Pi&ase send in Reunions at least three months (ftfaferably four) berore 
the month of the event. 

■ There may be a delay before items sppeef. due to Ihe volume of 
requests. 

■ Entries are free Id non-commercial organisations. Items pertaining to 
commercial wort, books and publications tor profit can only appear as 
paid-for advertising. 

■ The Editor reserves the right tD edit or refuse publication of submitted 
nolices. 

■ Space does not allow us to accept me*e than one free insert. Any 
subsequent notice will have to be paid for at advertising rates. 
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Lt Ron Hall DSM. Served Repulse, 
Spoorty. Sarafcwn, Crcr-An. Mfinchi^lor fiifa 
Bfuoa. HMS Brece Assocxaticri. November. 
Agi>J 90 

Howard FarclPfh. UStoraa AssraLanl (A). 
HMS UrrcDfn AswciatWri, S^rVDd in 
1943. Sepie^ber-. Agee 94. 

Douglas Tcny, Ldg Jkknfltf. HMS 
FtdFfi^l As-^ociminn, servrd in ship 1945 46. 
kk^'embfif 27. 

Roy JcAnsan AB. HMS RHfa.il Assort 
lion, iwvod in tNp 193B-40. November. 

FtofinJa FkrtchDr. S»veri finngnr;, 
lmpiacable- r Vauguaid, Tyne, MgIoiIols, 
Comus. Vempn find HMY flrifannifi: HMS 
Camus AasooiflEion, served ii ship 1B5S-57. 
DuDema>ur 1. Arfad 74, 

5UBMAF1NER3- ASSOC IATlC4 

Ail King, Looker, Mcrecysido hrer^h, 
Served 1958-51 in Artrul, Teiemachua and 
■Seascoui Aoed 75, 

W S Bilk 1 Cole. CMEM. Barfaw-iri- 
Fum&ss brencti Setfvgd 1^6-0/ in Odm, 
Renown, Finwhale, Sovereign and Sceptre. 
Aged 60. 

L E J 'L*S4' Sheppard DSM. USfifi 
GL. Dolphin branch. Seeded 1&424S v* 
TTiorPugh, Thianl »>d Sceprre. Ayed 86. 

LST WVP LANWffi C«AFT A&SDGJATkW 

J R Jordan. Survid vrilli Ihe HoJknri 
Barge Landing Unit, LBb 16 and 26, U3 ^Z' 
SquiKhun and Sii|>|3ly and Ri^pjnr Flotita 97. 
l-ebruafy 1 &. 

A Hooks. Served on ba:rd ICA and 
LCHL). 

P S Bradley. Servod in Nnnhney. 
October 26. 

Eilocfi Brand. Anocialn inerribrr and 
widow or famer nallonal preadenl, Lt Cry 
Jim Brand. Nnvemtfar 16. 

Sid Metres. Served LST 162 and LST 
9509- 

Humphrey Gale. Novemfeer 17. 

AsSDCATfaw pr BN Of f M.4.JL 1 :; 

LL Cdr J Chfiap. Saved. Pembroke, 
EMc-uilem. Ruscur-Dti find Okwi, 

LL Cdr T C C Cook. Served: Gapigea, 
Pfayfii Art?iur t Mauritius. Presided, Rfiie^n 
end VIoIohv. 

Thud Officer a H Du^idafa WRN9. 

CfifjL E M B HOfifE DSC. Served: 
WarderJjr Catt*&fack.. freadr. TrcubntKffl, 
Gambia. Presidt-n Tyne find Dryad. 

Lt Cdr J R Lamb, ferved - Swift, 
Vhittiooufi. Duke df Yevk, BehaiL, Terror, 
Cfaisbow. Gamwook end SheftHBld. 

Cdr H G V Mdlcr. Served: presidmir, 
Gamecock. Ceylon, Highttye r and pem- 
tvoke. 

CdrG H StopetiamYRD' RNR. 

Cdr B R S Symons-. Served: Lcmckin, 
H^ni^er. Alaunja, Magpie. Contes: and 
Sheh*. 


Royal Naval Associattoh 

Cdr Brno* Spied* l%5 rmri dislrict. 
Served on and commanded MTBa and 
wfi 5 nwJveri with Ihe P;iinsl linn Canflirl 
1947-49. November 12. Aged 77. 

Criorgn W 'Bill' Nouriovn. I .'Slc- Mnc:h. 
Scar borough. Served 1943-50 mosutiy in 
sruiwre- Novenfaer 11. Aged 81. 

Anlhony 'Tony' Cullender, Afl G«n- 
ner. Wyrngnjhfim. S^r vixl 1947-57 in 
impregnable, Cygnet, Si flndet Bay. 
CurrimitfaD mfymbnr, find HMS Gangw 
Astdciartion. November 2. Aged 75. 

Dgn? K H ii mphry-m. i.Wren Wrrlcr. 
Swndon. Served 1941-44 m Drake, Vi^ture, 
Pembfaft® find Chrjrefinlhcmum. Nov®mbrr 
7. 

Frfink Shipp. S*gnfiJmfin fTOf 8rtNi> 
wood. Served n Alnkander. Eaeapada and 
Fkjshen Casifa. 

AJberi Goodey. Bio ktr Mecharvc. 
BremviwcJ Se^ed 12 yeere m Aabury P^:. 
Ferret, Flamboreugh Head, Grindall, Havock, 
Sake and Stag November 5. 

Bill Belcher. Founder member; prei-dem 
and iodd secretary ort Greecrtofa. Served 
1939-4* n Hazard and Imreptd. October 6. 
Aged 94 

Bob Snniih. Leading Seaman. Margale. 
Served in Wa^ior during the Chnsln^aa 
Ifilji id atomic tea:*. November 13. Aged 7G. 

Mervyni John Harris. AB Bn*iof. Served 
1947-49. November 22. Aged 77. 

Patnck 'Paddy' Sadflun PO Motor Mech, 
Kmgfifan upon Tnamea Served 1942-rt6 mi 
Vcbxy. Perntfokfi. LCl 166. C<KT&ned Qps. 
Hder^bLrgh and Havant. November 10. 
Ag ed 90 

John Mattey. Sigivfiliaari. Ma-kei Har- 
borcugb Travred at the Spannow^ Ne*1 
Lov^iph and Merchant Navy prinr io the 
war. WW2 coastal mm^sweopere sweeping 
Channel cn iha day bertore D-Day. Novem- 
ber. Aged 33. 

Dcrfik 'Den' Craddock. A/PO. Pfirtfi 
^reatern AuatralraO. Seized 1939-46 m Shert- 
ii&'d. Rwi^i CDrrvDyi.Ajfix find DidO- AfatiC 
Corwoyg Aasocelion. November 24. 

Ronald Joanph Sumram. EA1. SrelDrd. 
see ret ary. Served 1*52-65. November 17. 
Aged 7v. 

Hugh Honry AJison Loonaid. Sgnafman. 
Swfcvd trench. Sw-fid 1940-45 in Arrow. 
Ociober 6. Aoed 02. 

Jfimflfi 'Jim' Whitfi. Slbkfir in Subrnfi- 
nnea. Bude, branch holder ort the 45oiden 
Yrtieai Spann**', Octcber. 

Tom West. CPO Slo/Mech. Elerby. Served 
1040^2 in friortulk. North Allfinlic convoys 
and involved in bailies wtlh Scharchorst and 
Eremarck. Noyembef. Aged 9^ 

JePIroy *JetT Seamer. LEM. Derby. 
Seared 1047*54 in Diadem. Howe, King 
George V. Mauritius, Leuncestoe Castle and 
Hed’inghfim Gwlfa. Castle Oaas Co^'elfa 
AiSMiaiion. November 9. Aged 76. 

Eiwyn Gvane. AB, J&ned Si VirKeni 196^ 
then mo*ed to Dryad. Served in Naad and 
Hafdy. i«f( RN t 9?2 due to ill health, Se*ved 
on committee ort Llandudno branch for long 
periods. October 22. 

R Hugh&s. Brfceeheed. Dctcber. 


Swap drafts 


CPOSA Lynne Joyce. Orett; HMS ^ 
son. Will swap faf: any shore bllet consid¬ 
ered Coenatl: 9S60 2753-T, 


Appointmen ts 


Witfi Ihe ftntHan to trie new JPA eya- 
tfirtt, IhD rUkrafifi or bPIidfiffi' appoinlmc-nl 
■aTarmallon *a under rewew. Once thai 
precois is complete, the appointments list 
will return, 
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THE TIME OF 
YOUR LIVES 

NAVY NEWS looks back through its pages 
to recall some of the January headlines of 
past decades... 


■ Prince Charles welcome s his motivef an board minehuntar 
HMS Bronington in November T 97$ 

40 years ago 

An emergency appendectomy was carried out on beard HMS 
Hampshire in the South China Sea, 

The destroyer was in company with Ingales HMS Arethusa, 
and Londonderry on passage to Singapore when AB Bernard 
Andrews on board Londonderry developed symptoms of 
appendicitis. 

Hampshire's medic $urg Cdr H R McLeod was flown by 
Arethusa's Wasp over to Londonderry to assess the patient's 
condition. 

With the decision to perform the operation made,, another 
transfer took place, with patient and medical team carried by 
jackstay over to HMS Hampshire - the Hampshire’s stabilisers 
making it the preferred choice for operating room, 

30 years ago 

ft was an unusual Christmas dinner on board HMS Bronington, 
when her Commanding Officer changed places with the young¬ 
est crew member in true Naval (and SaLurnalian) tradition. 

In this case however the crew enjoyed a Royal steward for 
their Chhstmas dinner when Leading Steward Ron Pattemon 
swapped roles with his GO, stepping up to wear the wooily- 
pulfy of the Fbnce of Wales - and the Prince helped dish out the 
plates of festive fare. 

This was among ihe final days for the Prince on board his 
only command - his departure from the ship was with the aid 
of a wheel chain as it was deemed by his crew that "command 
had aged him 1 . 

20 years ago 

Frigate HMS Apollo came to the rescue of another Apo-fio in gale 
force winds and heaving seas near Bermuda. 

A family of seven were adrift in a powerless namesake yacht 
soma 120 miles north-east of tha island. 

Apollo's helicopter was launched to find the stricken vessel, 
described as like looking for a needle in a haystack. 

But eventually the yacht was spotted and the Hutchings fam¬ 
ily ware found huddled together in the after cockpit. 

The little Apollo was towed back by her bigger sister to Si 
Georges, Bermuda - a !ong h uncomfortable trip in the buffeting 
winds and seas.. 



# LA(Phot) Mike Handy won the Defence Photographic 
Competition with Ms image of a Sea Harrier 

No doubt 
that Navy 
Phots are 
the best 


THIS is the photograph 
which best captured life in 
Britain's Armed Forces in the 
past 1 2 months. 

As HMS Illustrious passes 
thraugli the Strait of Gibraltar* a 
pilot of SOI Naval Air Squadron 
clambers into his Sea Harrier. 

The moment was captured an 

camera by LACPholJ Mike Handy* 
earning tIh 1 leading hand the 
inaugural Defence Photographic 
Competition trophy. 

Fhorojournalist Tim Sioddart, 
Reuters thief photographer in 
the UK David Viggers. and the 
Sunday picture editor Ray 

Wells pored over a selection of 
images from all three Services* 
plus civilian MOD photographers 
- which covered front-line opera¬ 
tions* exercises and training* plus 
a smattering of artistic shots, 

”1 think we've all been sur¬ 
prised by the quality and variety of 
the pictures*” said Mr Stoddut. 

"The winning image shows the 
highly-skilled* technical side of 
modern warfare- Other images 
show elegance, senshivity, adven¬ 
ture and history,” 

LA(Phot) L Mez fc Merrill from 
the Fleet Photographic Unit on 
Whale Island collected the award 


for ihe best sporting image for his 
Impressive "shadow- boxer'' picture 
of Mne Alex ’TTie Hornet' Urrutia 
in the ring. 

RESULTS 

Best Defence Image 
Winner: /mages from the 
upper Deck by LA(Phot) Mike 
Handy (HMS illustrious); com¬ 
mended: Preparing for Divisions 
by LA(Phct) Emily Chambers 
(HMS Drake) 

Best Professional Photographer 
Commended: /Woody Boxer 
by LA(Phol) Mez Merrill 
(FRPU Whale island): Portrait of 
SAC Frankie Ling by PO(Phot) 
Tam MacDonald (FRPU Clyde): 
Graveyard Shift by LA(Phot| 
Brian Douglas (FRPU Whale 
Island) 

Best Sporting Photographer 
Winner; Moody Boxer by 

LA(Phot) Mtz Merrill (FRPU 

Whale Island! 

Best Amateur Photographer 
Runner-up: Night Hying Ops 
on HMS Somerset by Cdr David 
Burns (HMS Somerset) 


NOTICEBOARD 



Sultan sees off the 
last off the MEMs 

IT^s ihe end of an era of stoker training at Gosport engineering 
establishment HMS Sultan. 

MEM training has now officially ceased at the engineering 
base, and the new Engineering Technician (ET) training is well 
under way. 

The Artificers are also on the way out, with MEA training 
courses fading out in 2010, 

New career courses have begun lor leading hands and petty 
officers. The first of the POET courees featured four CMGM$ 
who have volunteered to transfer over from the source MEM 
branch to the ET stream. 

According to the establishment's PRO Lt Cdr Richard Hanslip: 
"This has presented a challenge to ail concerned, but from the 
results so far is a rebuff to those sceptics who believe you can't 
teach an old dog new tricks - or perhaps they are not that old 
after all, 

“There are over 50 volunteers to date, which is a good indi¬ 
cation that this will be the right path to take for a lot of legacy 
senior raiings. 

"The message to all those who feel they have the ambition 
and the aptitude is 'go for it'." 

All the new ET courses from the Initial Career Course for 
fresh-faced engineers to the old and bold courses lor the W02 
level have been redesigned to meet the demands of the modern 
Fleet. 

The courses have been revamped to keep up to date with 
modern imslructing methods. 
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Ask Jack 


Association of 
Royal Navy Officers 


Star and sunuptat! badge: Tony ii 
Irying 1g utontfty ? i| is h slipr jjsiit- 

panted- arid seised semaphdie flag*- wiLh 
an AM undfjmwith Tuny is flx-Wgwy so 
fiia k'uwedye iS in -C„’ !■- L* eves n 
CQUkS Kfcmhty ?i Pqtty Officer Signal but no 
Gflfl lie I -a* LoriLeeled can whei ih t 

AM imflOMH, ill you con hrtfp cuntjid Tony 
Muptiy a; anthuiy.rivefty7 QyiII worttl.coni 
orltf: 61273 

Hillaon Banks: Seeking inrccrnatkin re¬ 
gard ng HOison. born in Sflndim 4 near Letch- 
■iVDflhl. Herifcrdshiie Died of naiui al caLi-es 
whiM in in tins party l$7Qs. C&fTttt* 

Pei« Saunders, 72 Woodstock Road. Bed¬ 
ford. MKdG 4JY nr td: 3SBm 

Motor Yacht Bounty: F n e4 er ■£ captain ol 

a Motor ‘Ifacht uniod firmly, CdYu ■Stevens' 

lla^ship at fa Dunkirk ovacuaftidni, com¬ 
mand rxl by Ll C A Lundy who wus Ihe owner. 
She carried i ,100 persome! od tha beach Lo 
Ihr win ling higger ships; hnfrwe being lowed 
noriw with ISC' soldier aboad. For ihe vtar 
she ncted .is an .irmed ynchl .ind ivas pari nf 
Ihe inshore pal rot on the south ooasl. Peler 
wgiirf he intrigued to kiram about her hnviL' 
crew dunng tha war. her aciions, and whelh- 
er uny nf Ihn wv;ued porWirnH slill UN 
and oontactahle. Ary Inlwmabon lo Poie^ 
Dowr c al BounCychirlcfr:: ■-'anl.cnm or wriEn 


tu Caiherin* Oatl :iye. ArJJtevji Fluad. San±- 
bury Gneevi. SouUiampton. SOi I yER 

SMS EnidLii: Adst;yr FOrSyth^ uilOle fiaa 
told Ihe sloiy ot a glass oase wrtti a earwig 
kinte ji O lurk iruunlud Ou the piy's LruEle's 
of itw cmisef Emden's pet pig. II has beeefre 
one of AJasVaiTs lire airibiLcns to track dovifi 
thaw trotters and even iho efigiriai ovrom. 
11 you oaji Ivelp, {Please contact AJasiair at 
siastair.ior&yin:? mniis.nare.oonn or wnta lo 
him at The Gfrdena, Hec^ne, Eye, Sulfdk, 
i«1 bAP 

HMS Gaihyiea 1942: Seekn^ inrdhiabori 
regandng Ihfl Sortram George 
born Auyusl 1924 14 Dudley, Worcester¬ 
shire He j^necj Gannas m isw2 and was 
discharged Iron Pei fi broke in 1946. His sen 
would like to h&ar from aryone who framed 

ur served With him rjurirg ItiuStf yOarS. II yOu 
can hoip pioaso comaol Hsrvay Dayw---. on 
Q7749 ED3 5566. 

Levant Schooner FlotiMa was manned by 
voluftleer RN Special Service personnel and 
operated Ir^m 9 oovgrt pgerf n 1 h® oas&nm 
Mediterranean carry rig SBS palrols lo and 
from ihair targes it i® Ufliich'fjd thanj was a 
SJNi' dj- unit in Ihe vrestem Medilenanean op¬ 
erating from K'orth Afnoan buses end knovm 
as the ATecan FkMilla. Reg would de moat 
intensiod Id hear from anyone who bus any 


irlurirLilion on 111 esc. Con I a cl Ftng O^brtffi, 
55 Norbury Hii. London, Swifc JIA. 

Operation Rig Rang: This occunnd on Ihn 
island ct HEiipoLand on Aj>ii 16, HJ 47 . Ne.^t 

yi ■-IT Li I lx: :;ix!t h ;inr v(!r!:a r- .’. M r Rulkir 

wsa m. First Lwutonant on one ol the motor 
luuTChos used lo pjitrol Ihn . 1 ;tnd w;ks 

the last to laavo before the e^plosloo. He 
is iiilEfE^ted in he;iring Irom anyone who 
stressed the event v has any other Intof- 
malion abuul it. Cnrla:: 1 ! M r R D Rulli.'r, 21 
Mimosa Avenue. Wimbocne. Dorset. UH 2 i 
ITU 

MK 3 T&rpadO: A *ar museum ibiing 
developed in Pi^rnbrokr^iir-!! lias :tcqure<d 
two Mk (! tcfpodoe^ i frey need the skit* 
□r un ex TASI, LJW or LA, laim ar wilh Ihe 
Mk 5. Id split the iorpedo apad nlo its Ihree 
man SedlionS. Tlmy also n«ed tlm lo;in or a 
torqua wrench to undo ihe twits holding me 
sections logelher. T\w writer van accom- 
modale anysjne prepared lo help CoMacl Lt 
Cdr D GerriSh fTAS FlEdl, Owlchyrlyjo Tarm. 
GoodwscH. PerobrokoshirB'. SAJ &4 Cufy u ta^: 
D134S 673342. 

■Touch yotir ooiiW: Peter waa in me Wavy 
duping ilw 1 BJCk aild 50i und olEeri wOrldH's 
where me praclico of ladies ooming up to 

ybu w'len in uni lb ml and iayirig j L'£xjCU yCur 
oollaF Uv liKk" began m mose days 01^ 


-sailors wore Iheir unrlonn when on leave. Pa¬ 
ler st 1 has hie t cciey' anil, though sadly iL 
Ooesn't T4 anymore. GoMBCt Pater Finch. 3 
Prince ol Wfaikra Road. ChaiwtlnHds, Cwtn- 
1ry,CV56GR. 

HMS Woolwich: Does anybody Lave a 
phetoaraph ol the Japanese POWa boardii^ 
Ihe ship during lft45. II you dan he^j ce-itacl 
JjmArTOOnOiS^&reW 


Sports lottery 


November 18: r5,000 - Surg Lt ft 5 Tay¬ 
lor, HMR IMetacri; 91,500 - LOM(EW) J T Ari- 
^er, MWS jSCutlmiCk Pi*}; €5D0-Sld2 K S 
Love®, I IMS Culwark. 

Wovcniber 25c tS.000 - AET1 G A Pow¬ 
ell, RhJAS GukJrCSe; E1.5D0 - AEM1 WShOr- 
rvey, RNAS Yr.MJviltui; T5D0 - CHI iK Gillies. 
I IMS Ocean. 

December 2: 25,OKI - Ll S A Snow. 
R\AF> Culdrcme: 21.5DQ - NA!AH|2 D T 
Phillips, HMR Albion; 25GQ - POM LA M M 
Craig, HMS Ybrk. 


ARNO is the Membership 
Association and Charitable Trust 

For serving and retired rrMnminionfd 
officers ol the ftN, ftM, OAftNNS, the 
fornwWRNS and dieir Reserves. 

The. ARNO Chjiritablr Trust 

provides adviee and aeeess to 
charitable funds for [hose members, 
choir wives, widow? and dependents 
who arc in need .andfar experience 
financial difficulties. 

Membership Association 
subscription: £l 2 annually or 3 sir^le 
payvnenc of L I GO for Life Meiftfees simp. 


Benelits of lnembE^^ship 

I nc I ude: 

* an Annual Year fieeft which hii nuny 
latercstin^ articles and useful 
infarrruclan 

* a secure an-lind membership- Use. 

+ 2. special rice for raidstde 

breakdewfi ziyv^r 

* t«nipgr.j.r-|f nt^mberiiiip (he N*i\j,l 
Club. Hjyfiir. London 

- provision lor buyip-j and setllnf 

II ni T-:.:- ■ n■ Jivili'cif sw^ird; 

» iLn idintiij c*rd 

v 4nglclnm«A' ro- vsrioyi 
+ reeiorul soekil funeiions fiubi mJ< iedj 

flrfl nnnf m^rr pntf FrmCVS 


Contact detalli; tel: 020 7401 52 3 1 fix. 0 20 7402 S533 

rmaif: asrc@nrno.arg.uk www.iirnEi.cirg.uk 

Piviiv sand m-r da b«.ll-h land m imh r itiip dppl i l ■ Li u-n hrin 

: H imp A- xddnpi h 

\ - - 

n#mt+rship 5+trstary h ARNO, h) Psrthiiitr T«rra«t, LONDON wi 3 TP 
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“ MISCELLANEOUS 



WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 

Hand painted wi wooden base 6in x 7in 

£40.65 including UK postage and packing 
REDUCE PRICES given formers of 3 o# mere 
SPECIAL PRICES given for 10,25,50 and 100 

CRESTED TIES TO YOUfi OWN SPECIAL DESIGN 

jf/rurmixiF7T j&J 

specialist experience over $5 /ears 

C.H.MUNDAY LTD 

Oriod $ $t Jahni; fiod, 

SI Johna, Woking, Surrey GU21 7SE 
Telephone: 01463 771503 FAa; 01430 753627 
email: 6-n4tuPHeaVehmun4ay.c4.uk www.ehmun4ay.cc.uk 



GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES & 
HAND PAINTED WALL SHIELDS 

(Srkrl any ihip ar RA.A. rftr) 

BERITS (SEEK LINED), GAP DADOES, SWORD KNOTS, DAOS AND KELTS, 
BUTTONS, RANK SLIDES AND TIES {H.N, F.A.A. OR ASSOCIATION) 

Should there be any Item you require which is uol shown. please contact us, and 
we will endeavour to help, aawe am unable id lisi all die products in our iwifolio. 
Wliellie r yem aw huyLikjj; fur y nurse If, ur ;l Inmcd Line, we will be happy Unlive yuu 
prices and quamriity discounts upon nppfliciil ion, 

Military Matters 

7 Waterside, Crcentield, Saddlcworlli, Oldham OL367IH* 

Tel: ill 457 87701 ft Fax: 01457 JI 770 I 0 c--matl:in ililaryniHttc-irt o hcopt nwHirbf.rrjm 


Lost Your Medals? 

We can replace them now. 

Full size and miniature. Service details engraved. 
Professional ribbonning service. Frames, badges and mure. 
Commemorative medals available 
including the Maritime Service Medal, 


^ |_ Contact our friendly staff 

5 c?\GhluM 4 for the new brochure 

J J 01548 830717 

www-bigbiirym i rtl.com Ema il: modal ®b ig b u rymintCOm 
Big bury Mint, River Park, Ermington, Devon PL21 9 NT 





j^*t**' 


T-shirt printing & 

fLmSroidery 

Palos, scents, cops, jackets etc. 
sh ips/Tc ahts/d ubs/hie SSeS, 
Stoc A Hen runs 
and all attar occasions 

st-vp oiswtrs available 

up Id 100% (Quote NM37) 

www.wey print, co. u k 
01305 760780 
Hjwgwgprintop. u k 


1 


fdffe/aw^ jtanM pdii^td^rJer 
fru A^hkaurrifr 

fed,. Liverpool U7 0G&- 


LOST MEDALS 



RKPLACED IN RECORD TIME 
FULL SIZE & MINIATURE 
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE 

W RITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION 

RAYMOND D. HOLDICH 

Tra fulmar Square Collectors Centre 
7 Whitwmb Street, lajndon WC2H 7HA 

TEL 020 79308836 FAX 020 7930 1152 

e myiItrdhmcdals@aol.com w 3 vw.rdhmcdals. 0 om 



WORCESTERSHIRE MEDAL 
SERVICE LTD 

Specialists in IWedals and Medal Mounting. 

SS Broad Street, Sidemoor. Bromsgrove.Worcs 851 8LL 
Tel: 01527 835375 Fax: CM527 570793 
Lfrcul Rale UK Only: G582001 

MEDALS FFTOFESSWWWJLY MOUNTED COURT Ofl CflEHUAmf STYLE. 

■PULL 3 GE REFlAai«SWT AKrt>WINUnj«f MfDAIS 5 U*PLJH>, 

MEDALS DISPLAYED RHBDNS AMD ACCESSORS* ALSO AVAILABLE, 

SEND SAL FOE LATEST CATALOGUE 


Order online using our seeure website wwiv.wcmmadels.com 

E-mail U3 at wfns^worem b dais, com 



ART m GLASS 


C njJaVsfiirf rfl.c.nzi in ?. 

■EfffAJYJns/ftW skips e'WJTJ 
livwr yhips wJfHH+nV? jW 
J hf windr j 1*1071 cirww 
,ILLM milVi hl'liUh. 
fcWjT'irvrrf mite' Hontanfr. 
ekra/ftrer. papfTHfixktj. ftc 
15 Kfov? npesitmee ntfi 
fur*yw ifriirvnr iwr (tfilrrs. 

TREK COLOUR BROCHURE 

13 VIctnrlD kowl, WellInghcir-ffugit, 

NurthmiLh MMS HIM 

lHT'HX frtfftJ 177741 Moblk 051637 
F. null rntL-ku nurri* r^in I Yfvnt-I.rii.uk 

www.artandglass.co.uk 




FLAGS £ FLAGPOLES 

QiMUTY HAND SEWN 
NATIONAL FLAGS 
i ENSIGNS. 

free colour brochure 
KccnDnly 5ft i 3ft llugs £7.99 
Bunting hundwai ln^ & table- ttafis 


FLAGS GLOBAL 

Unit C$ Laser Oubv, Mechvay City E*t 
Rochester. Kent ME 2 4 HU 

Ter; oi&i mm tw oie** mm 


| | www.napNfilubal.ctP.uk 



IIKBR0I1BED 
OR PRIHTED 


HO SET UP CHARGE 
TVO WEEKS IIIIW fflOIIKD 


01029 mm S 820901 

[jtsiliKMjfum.'JiMjfe'ad.ww 


GOLDWIRE BADGE CO 

MID Wing RArriFs-ALl R.N. A HJUAL CCWlOW TR___-tlMO 


..t. .j- p-. „ L1 „ -- ™ rlatk &.if *at nea......... jb 

Oftb KfiKifT F« 

STANDARD CA^HHa-CASE. _........_E3f«.'X' 

BCIASS iWfifflTft..... [-lififl 

FIN H4Jn»ga...UfK£rSMALL...EuW 

STANOAFD POLE BRASS FHALS. FULC R. u . tSS® 

Ffift BRANCH SHOJLMB ITrtFS lT=*FIJ CiaKi 

TALUttOOluD kVMl tBJW 

WI4TE 00T7QN GLOVES_____.EMU 

WHITE HA5DN4C GLDVES WM LOCO. .C7J0 

nktft Owen. Myers 4 ^ 

ituMirtrtitwh. mmmi 

PCdrmwnT*! T1AW 

WWTE FUOT SrtRTS RHA_ ftfcl___ 

SWEAT5WTT5 RNA, RM, NWK -GREY, _tMTjKi 

-- SEnO FOR FfiFF Li51 - 

Rbj-i! Marines Pith Helrwts .. Irom £75.00 

Officers Csp Badges... ... ..113.50 

OcM M Knol^..™.. C30.SC 

4 LL UK ORDERS UNDER £ 39,99 £ 2,00 PSP 

If, DefeAeri On**, Stow, raett QL7&JT 

Tel/Fax: 01706 846648 

www.lhegoldwirebadBB.ca.uk 
E-mail:- sales^thegoldwitebatfgo.co.uk 

Lcathdf Swirt ....£70.00 

S W nni Esgs 



No Waffle! 

dMhlhjj it iM aifhc Tttet. 

KbAhUA±**A bi PriJiLtd, PulQ'i, T-Jhirti. 
BiKiLiMrti, BiittMll Otpa, Bporti ClothL a|, 

MCiL4rS]>irt Olildtu, Eppa L^fabftH, OliUHiN, 
SOwswiBi, Hug.. ID Eilpi tit 
Wi*H: ytiu/ ‘CrjM Skip. ftOBOUOU] Stop' !l 
AlMiriSiUt, Hftge fliMi Ciuud Cl^UlSjl 

J&Blaine Mugs & Fromortions 
of Plymouth 
Tel; 08450 58063 ? 
Pax; 08450 560647 
Mobile; 07803 BBS 313 
E-mail: saleoblaine.com 
wimj obUlnepromotions.a odi 


SKYDIVING Cm KSKS 

IN FLOK1DA 

Ff**WI A4v»ntvi«ih Floridn othr Mitn B i Y 
DiKounled SkHivinfl Cwm lor oorTfirtr 
brflimen-in beauliful Ltii Wilts. Florida. 
Advanced courses arc- alio available Uur 
Skjfdriini 5 l: h■>=-1 a. BmiUi owned and opHaiod 
iMtied jn?i «s mm ui 0M4 »nd 

all Wc main Florida alkaclion y 
Join m lor cslTcme lun in the xun. 

Our mailing aridicsa is-: 

Fr&&fall Advent ur&s. Florid a 
ii4Miiw^w».»*(dH Rsrtdtffla usa 
I ftF: Odl 772 3B8 
Erneil: SkydiveMik h aol.com 
w w w. FFa dvc nl ure s .com 




IISL... 

IH7£fiNATIONAL FLEET REVIEW 

2007 Calendar 

Only £5 + postage & packing" 


1 month to view - Size: 297 x 420 mm 
*W: UK FREE; EU + £V ROW + £2 
Order Irom UPC Publishing 
Drury Lane, St Leona rd^omSea, 

East Sussex, TN 38 9 BJ, UK 
www.wa isti ipsifr,com 


COMING SOON! 

WARSHIPS Inlernalional Fleet Review 
ClJmhf 2087. fealurirtg Itufltiiftg 
images of warships ol the pasl, 
present and future. UhhIs Irom 
vsdovi navi« wll ta the start at 
the ’Warships Veiterda^. Today 
fi ibfTHffow' themed calendar. 
from NFC Fu^faVl^ 


KE1GIY1ENTAL TIES, hkizcr 
CufF’Liriks. Buttons Medals, 
Cap Hildas Mililuria. JT2.HXI for 
list. Ciumcrtfes (Dep. NN). 31, Belle 
Vue St., Filey, K YtMks YOI4 9HU. 
Tel; III723 513287 Kiiijiil: 

oiini\Hon O' hiHiu :i i I ,to„nk 


WANTED ROLEX 

We ere looking for all Wavy/ 
Army/Com ex issue Rolex 
Submariners and 
Sea-Dwellers. Cash paid. 

All other models wanted. 
Tel: 01329 848690 / 
07961 S6S2B4 




THE COMBINED 

OPERATIONS CROSS 

This Jiwdal can tre worn 
by Snybirfi whd has 
pprtipp^ied in inipr-»rvK» 
wcfNiretaxi flitaar in 
peace hme & on achve 
service Thia ivtedal wdl be 
prdduc^d vi vtiy limitodi 




JL 


THE VETERANS' 

STAR 

It is u bronze slarturat 
erbfifi that can be worn 
by all weter^n^ uF Ihfl 
srmtHd Iixcbs throughout 
the wodd. An Vateraos' 
Scars are mcunled, with a 
jnaaooftr^SOft 



Unit 27 , HIM ButimrtS Park 
A hcrcgc-lc- Rond. Rhyddlan 
Qanhifl hihim LL 1 * 5 U* 


THE COMMANDO SERVICE CROSS (CSC) 
See be aw ter prucec far all mad ate shown 
Full si m mndal ig.O 9 .S 0 glui pip irc^Tfiaiad; 
MLnixtura innd jI in £ 19 . 5 D plur, pip ^ 


Tel: 01745 5S1gK 
jlan@figlinrpattoni.warjdooxc.uk 
s-.fjnJiflrpn1Cajijnd1htircdhjranxD.uk 





r Hip Flask 


Our hip flask is made from 
stainless steel and has a 
capacity of 20ml (7oz). It 
is uniquely engraved with 
the Royal Naval Crown and 
features a flip-top stopper so 
the lid will never get lost. 

£16,99 UK 


Walking Stick 

This multi functional cane not only conceals 
a phial for a tot of your favourite tipple but 
unscrew the handle to reveal a compass, perfect 
for finding your way home on those cold winter 
nights. Easy to dismantle into 3 sections this 
cane can be kept safe within its soft carry bag. 

£29.99 UK 

How to order: phone 023 9272 4921 - or write to: 

The Business Manager, Navy News, HM5 Nelson, Portsmouth P01 
JHH or visit our online store at www.n&vynews-to.ult 


Cn^Wip(fr TUw fcpwHfr ^ t ^mp#rvy c-drn (fr ^ UK piymcnl Urt 

b*fliad t by Ch«]iH4ni#rnatiflnjl Marry Otdtt m f S-lcrlin^ *nd rkjwn oa UK tunA 
Or for fh^rttrti by trrt k v* 4 AVMUt Sl+#W ul# il^ « f*** * 

note: lirms sJraw otri geerar 5 ^. pstaw jiiow up ifo dai^ fof driver r 


YfV *vap\ Ihe f&Hwimfl 0 ^ -Liprliih C#i A 

^ CO G9 s 


-PENFRIENDS& PERSONAL- 



-HOWTO ADVERTISE- 

Him li> jtHertTMT Simply nNr JnM UTrtvijT HLkU 
vf, |> hi **r4k 1-rtL h run Cl i> * <4 I *< 

h-i-iKl liffd >i)uf £ki|4M « 1*? *IA- W' T+t-i' 

to , Ptnbw*d'.\ Tteof ?iHMS TS.Hrmvmffc 

pru .mn H,^ K n w jiWf t™. Mill hi nMi-J 

Ws 1 h’afrrvr^ hj h i(,Jli ptnw jhfl^rtgpan ,w 

|kjj, 1 1 1HIW TE3 At^ |vmi wha urik.'H w 

m khmitfl muu hv j uirrvmJ L-m.il.fv hcjrnif Af 
idiiTvm hoa iijiiiK-i l 'L'jjI|. m ihc- hiHLuai kli lunJ 
enm Thr Hftaci hKhkiM I her ?sr fn.‘ - k'wl in * tevmd 
tmilip: jn.J jvklirv-J as jivnf ^-riiiir-r piainl» 4U 
Lmbrifd hUm "ill hrrrJmlnl 

- NOTICE - 

AH id. niTHmwrHh whnNIInl (rr ndij intn Ilk- Niyy PtnlnTtiJ tVlmin ar iw cr^y Navj Ns-n-^ 

rs'ta.'p.VL dfc.. rlprt 1.1 riiii +Jfc,‘*.Ufc,iM. - l-L^-fc k h v*i—*£rL ,if e.>^4n “■+»*.* **■ HI 

of wimJh paid fw Kki’c nrtr Vit ejH idr rw re-vrwihflk]> b ihr runirr '.r ai^n.'r i>l the prrdK-h mu .irJ All TrpJm. j»t- 

*Vn*«tksd K- wi iMdMrv lib™.' iM tiHir ir*> H>xie-4*.M>Jc»w “-nh r*Mk*. !^> *01 ih* 

iJdYsWk'ifHW iHfnhn u:nl f-su (ll I L \inliifiit'k v-nh >iv mev, NkiJ h >oa imi(ir +n mcd. irdn-m j IiktiJ -‘I ^cur 
*hrn.HFN^ iftl ll¥-i(rL nWiH Ifi ■ p«Mii gin.I- TPr^ y<*f M*L’ -MVJ 4? *4 HHil i^ilh if >i-j fc*V Mir 1VHJ min* 

he -rr.fr in yrm fid ■» uKcnju m dUh frbim 


PERSONAL 


SAILMATCH 

Seeking Romance? 
Seeking Crew? 
Look No Further! 
Join Sail match Today! 

www,sailmatch,com 
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...EDUCATION FOR 
THE NEW CENTURY 


A NAVY XELUC'S ADVERTISING FEATURE 



It’s all go 
at Rossall 


Churcher’s 

sets 

challenges 


Right on Wight 


AT ONE of ihe north uf 
England's leading cn-pducatinngl 
independent school iliere's never 
a dull moment, particularly if you 
happen to he lucky enough to 
board and enjoy ibe rafl of 
curricular and social activities 
available on campus. 

No ted for ils sporting and 
extra-curricular activities, which 
include Britain's oldest ui-Service 
Combined Cadet Force, Rossall 
School in Fleetwood, Lancashire 

lias enjoyed a long history of 
teaching the children of Armed 
Forces personnel, daring hack to 
Qneen Victoria's reign. 

And, it offers extremely gener¬ 
ous bursaries to Armed Forces 
pupils. 

Study and leisure pursuits are 
catered for in equal measure at the 
School and there is a strong sense 
of community on campus, gener¬ 
ated by a boarding population of 
around 301). 

Both boarders and day pupils 
enjoy a full range of indoor and 
outdoor sports facilities, includ¬ 
ing a heated indoor swimming 
pool and the teaching provision 
includes new IT suites. 

The school also boasts Britain's 
first dedicated astronomy and 
space science education centre, 
boasting its own planetarium and 


space observatory. 

Rossall has always endeavoured 
to push education forward dur¬ 
ing its 162 war existence,. i r et its 
academic achievements arc also 
balanced by an enviable reputa¬ 
tion for bringing out the best in 
its pupils and developing well- 
rounded young people. 

Hoarders arc welcome from the 
age of seven, although die school's 
nursery and infant provision starts 
from the age of two, 

On die academic front, RossaLL 
School is I Lancashire's only estab¬ 
lished centre tor study of the pres¬ 
tigious International Baccalaureate 
(IR), an internationally recognised 
diploma noted for giving, i broad¬ 
er education than A-Levels. 

Rossall headmaster Tim Wilbur 
is convinced dial quality of educa¬ 
tion, tradition and Rossall's abil- 
Ity to inspire and engage students 
from diverse backgrounds and 
cultures arc the reasons why the 
school enjoys such a good reputa¬ 
tion. 

He said: "Our celebration of 
eight successful years of LB illus¬ 
trates that although we have a long 
history, wc embrace change. 

“It's an evolution that benefits 
pupils and their parents and will 
probably see us through another 
L£2 years. 11 


A LOT is written about the 
tailing & of education Sn this 
country. 

One criticism which comas 
through from employers is that, 
with our curriculum and exam 
system, school children are too 
ofren given answers to remem¬ 
ber, rather than problems to 
solve, 

Churcher's College una¬ 
shamedly strives for academic 
excellence, as exam certificates 
are often the passport to 
the next stage in anyone's 
career 

8 ut at the same time and 
critically ihe school is keen lo 
develop thinkers who have the 
skills to face life's problems and 
solve them. 

The difference between school 
end life is that in school, youTe 
taught a lesson and then given 
a test; in life, you're given a test 
thal loaches you a lesson. 

What Churcher's endeavours 
to do is to give children chal¬ 
lenges so that they may learn 
from them but these challenges 
are within a caring, supporting 
and guiding environment where 
personal and group success is 
hugely celebrated and where 


the ratios of adults to children 
Is ideally soiled to support 
individual need. 

The extraordinary range 
of experiences at Churcher's 
College allows children to find 
their niche; a niche in which they 
can excel and enjoy the rewards 
of success. 

The development of self¬ 
esteem underpins everything 
that the college does. Critical to 
this is an equality of opportunity 
and an equality of reward. 

A musician is recognised at 
the same level as an artist; an 
athlete is of equal value to an 
academic; an actor is as impor¬ 
tant to us as an arctic explor¬ 
er; the rank of Petty Officer or 
Sergeant has the same kudos 
as a captain of a sports team; 
horse-riding is as valued as 
rugby and so on. 

Education is an adventure; full 
of fun, friendship and reward. 

Churcher's never forgets that 
you can learn just as much - if 
nol more - outside the class¬ 
room as inside. 


SET IN an oasis of green in the 
heart of Ryde, and overlooking 
the Solent, Ryde School is easily 
accessible from ihe mainland. 

TTie Eli; ofWight provides a safe 
and secure environment for both 
day pupils ;md boarders. Fully cO- 
educational! the school often a 
high quality of education for boys 
and girls up to the age of 18. 

The Thriving Sixih Form pro¬ 
vides u wide range of opportuni¬ 
ties to develop pupils' skills and 
prepare them for university. 


Ryde School offers a small 
number of boarding places at its 
Bexnbridge Campus, where pupils 
enjoy a caring, family atmosphere. 
The arrangements are flexible, so 
that pupils can remain on the 
island for the weekend or go home. 
Bursaries are offered for boarders 
from Service families. 

An important part of school 1 ife 
is the wide range of extra-curricu¬ 
lar activities, including an active 
CCF contingent and (he fluke of 
Edinburgh Award scheme. 


This ts an outstanding school. 


* A voluntary aided, mixed 13-18 Grammar School 

* No tuiiion costs. Boarding fees £2,7511 per term 

* 72% A/B grades at A level, 90^ of Students go On to University 

* New Performing Arts Centre, new Sixth Form Centre 

* 4FHJ SMi theatre, sports hall, astroturf and technology centre 

* Weekend pnKgniTrixnrx with a wide of outdoor pursuit# 

* Art, design, music and drama thrive 
■ 75 acres of grounds 

Ghnlacl iht: Registrar at: 

Cranbrook School, Cnunbrook, Kent, TNT 7 3JD 

Tel: 01580 711804 Fax: 01580 711828 

K-msi i k regisl ra r@C ran brook, ken I .sdl. U k 
wu w.i t;l] il mu ksr lu h >1 .ri j. u k 


/^RANBROOT^ 

A; SCHOOL JV 

One of the most successful schools in Britain 


20% Discount at 




Ryde School 

with Upper Chine 


Coeducational Day &. Boarding School, 3 ■ 18 years 
Forces- Bursaries, Scholarships S .Assisted Peaces 


OPEN MORNING 

Saturday 3rd February 2007 

10,00 am - 1230 pm 

Tel: 01983 562229 
school . off! ce@ry deschool .org.uk 
www. ry deschool ,org. u k 



In Rossall School For 




Imagjnc lx L ing able id give your children u top education 
ui a leading independent school for a fniclion of ihe basic 
annual fee. Well now you can. 

Take advantage el your MOD Bosrdi^ School Allowance and Rosea' 

Sdrool wit top rt up wtf* a fijflhcr 20ft dfcOOUnl <jn our basic DnrajoJ &COS.. 
Thn; mc;in!i 'Ivrt yOur perfttftifl COrtlnbutkirt b* h the rfcpbrt d £500 

p 6f term Fix Middle Schoot pqpits and C9G0 per term for Sehdr School 
pupis based on Ctnent txxxdng rolls Burwrios Off ateo available Idf 
daypt^xk. 

Situated on a beaUtM historic campus on the picturesque La-'casJue 
■coesttnc. Roswfl SchocJ is (he idtwi location lor famlkre stationed at 
Cntteridfc GamMon (parlicijLiriY axTrtjnicnt Icir 4lh Ar mowed Gncpxie 
famifea moving 1 there in 2003) and other units situated in the north d 
England and Northern. Ireland, 

Al RootiI School .i t chicken trem 2 10 ytKi-r., enjoy Iho rich drwnaty d Irtn 
on a safe, secure campus. There's a dedicated Mkkle School Fix pre-GCSE 
popfls aged 11 -14 and in addition Co A-Lowte at Stfh fomn we an? the only 
Iidoponcfcjffl school n I hr? riTyttn to ciAcr the hli^n;fton;d 

Ba-icaaji tale as an aft&natirf study option With Poaidtfs welcome Irom 
wsvein years dd in our tarmily-stylfl juriof bearding houses. -senior boarding 
irom ngo 15+ in cv newly idt^bishod ocoorT¥nodyiki> 

a jam-packed weekend activity txcqtanvne no compdaorary exeats and the 
dbest OC* Britain Ihere'a no doUtf thal Sfessai School has all you oodd 
viTnl lor you dii'drc-n':; cduc.-AcKi 

For more intoifnalion or to arrange a viail lo Ihe ScFtool, 
pk?.Tso cJi the Kogist™ on; 

Tet+44 (0) 1 253 774260 

Enra IL enqui ries^'-ossallcorporalron.co.uk 
ALL AGES, ALL LEVELS, ALL INSPIRED 



Rossall 


■Thiirrhrrt rntregn- (Vtin^firld I l.imfKlMrr CU +I 4AS 
Nx further mfwmiuion ami please telephone 

017.IP IMCII T h w KfiLiik H'nq.i> rH^lr\nurt Ixtvi ull< i |iL ! -.H mn 


Churcher's College 

More than just a School 


www. rossallschoul.org.u k 
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KELLY COLLEGE 


C'o* trriiiGiMnmi I Hoarding niiri lh\\ Sc linn I lor pupils 
iijit.il IMS. Prvp School Hnnrclhi" from Frcp 5 


Par fun her in formation jKuu mir fee umuigcnitinte 
fof Sen ice iLinii Iicn or lit arrange a \ isit. please 
contact the Registrar on DLK22 Si 31 W 
\s w u .kt'lh collcgc.com 
Kelly College* Tm block. Devon 


piiy A tSourdifiy Propar«itory School 
Boys A Girls iigod 3- 13 

Rookesbury 
Park School 


* Exceptional pupll/stalf ratio 


• Outstanding aeadomic results 



* Magnificent School grounds 

* Renowned pastoral care 

* Flexible nursery provision 

* Wide ranging activities 

Conrad us fur a prospectus, an mfrnmai chai 
and/or a guttled tour wilts I Mu beadmaaier 

WWW. tTJOkt! sburypnrk, CO. Ll k 
hood ft rookfl etjury p -nr h .cd.u k 

HqnkCr-hury Park ScTmur 
WickfuiFn, Hatnpsfika PCH7 6HT 

Tol: 01329 ©331 Of* 

Fsnr 013&G3&Q9Q 


t'er.v 6esl sfar/ i/j ///<? 


THE ROYAL MASONIC SCHOOL 
- FOR GIRLS - 

■ ti A tt U » h t AMD la** ICHOAL f fiHU A C ( 0 4 f D H 


HAPPY, CONFIDENT GIRLS 
WHO ENJOY LEARNING 


Superb care far the individual 
Results reflect outstanding added value 
An exceptionally broad curriculum 
Generous scholarships and bursaries 
A magnificent 315 acre site 



rus hirTtifir iSnaili pip* 1- ! oirHfwrF Mr» • MilTUrmrit. In* AJfwahup* 

Till- KftVM M VS ON IC SttiOOk f-OH G CK 1.4 

RuS.™.™. rtli V*t\ ■ Hh Jkcil.-nbkiio WlM 4Hf - t Alvi 1 l2Sim 

f; i d w yj wlw* * M? f l1waMlfaMwwM4fi-nk wwK.ikH'4ilia4.wriH:.hn¥i.A.5i. 


Tlw tivmi Mu.. NiWh+ Oifl* -teIfM V Uw *1- >i>n t-ini -I r 


Hr S ..r.,, A Mm, 1 MftU 


Rookesbury 
girl wins 
national title 


PUHL-S. sTnfT and parent were 

■.Lei ll: I rlc l 1 with Shelby Bilkers 
stunning victory in the Girin 1 
Ull hurdles ar the ^atinnal Prep 
Selioal Championships* held ar 
die end iif die ■-i.jjiuiil’t Lcrm in 

2mh 

After coming second In the 
WtfsisrJi Championships held in 
June, Shelby (pictured) went on to 
defeat oil comris „it the national 

competition held in the Midlnnds 
Jit July, broil king die course record 
in the process 

“Shelby is a very ah3c sporif.- 
wouiitn who has enjoyed consider¬ 
able personal and team suclcsh 
in all of the ^purth that she has 
played here at Rooke*tniry/ b com¬ 
mented Rookesbury head of sport 
and FE, Jackie Edney. 

’ L Shc is a natural athlyrc with 
a fine rempersmeub who enjoys 
ttuiiiing and eumpt-litiun Shelby 
is definitely one to watch fur the 
ftiTOre and I hope that she will go 
on to even greater diinp during 
her athletics carver." 

She Lb j - at so played a leading 
role =it rhe school's annual Spons 
Day held at die Wickham Prep 
School 

'‘At Sports f>ay h hvc were able 
to celebrate nor just the indi¬ 
vidual successes and development 



of many of the children but aho 
the panic ipiuton of all of them” 
vaid the Runkekbury headmaster. 
Paddy Savage. 

ibl Sporr for all’ is the central 
tenet of the spurtulg philosophy 
here at Rtiuketibury. 11 

‘Hie event was hriUinntly sup¬ 
ported by parents and grand- 
parents whu look great pleasure 
in the achievements of the chil¬ 
dren - as well sw the wonderful 
Lea eIllU signailed the end uf this 
Rookesbury day. 

For inform arion please ring 
GL329 S33IOS or visit the website 
nt www.nookesburypark.co.ulL 



# Royal Masonic girts Enjoying life at school 


RMS nurtures 
the best 


1'HH ROYAL Masonic ik .t distinc¬ 
tive girls’ day and boarding school 
occupying a summing 300-aere 
site within 30 mmutts ot" Central 
I .on don 

RMS is predomitiatiiEy a day 
school with a very strung boarding 
tradition. It offers weekly* full and 
flcai-boartiinK iind rhi^ sdtiprahk 
approach tu boarding suits many 
working families. 

Ihe school received highly 
coiTiplimenrary hoarding and futE 
inspection rrpurli in 2005. 

RMS accepts gsrts frtsm a 
relatively broad range o t ability 
and oiler* an eicepbonalJy wide 
eurriculum. The achuul is not a 
IcaRue-tahLe-dnven school; all 
Kh\S girta hove right of Transfer 
froEii ihc Preparaiury to the Senior 
department 

AH girls arc valued equally, 
wherever rticir strength? may 
lien, and the schud that 


children are diverse m Their 
toLents. Sport* art P ro:riles, design 
tec hue logy arid Lhe performing 
arts are all outstanding features. 

'Hie school's 'Value Added’ 
score-; in both GC-SK and A-Level 
place RMS in the top five per ceilt 
of all schools nationally. 

'ITie calm, purposeful aimiw- 
phe-re and friendly and lupptfftivc 
relationships prismLUe high self- 
esteem and high achievement. 

RMS endeavour* to combine 
the besl of Lraditiun W-ilh a For¬ 
ward- Ecsoking approach to the 
education of young women „ and 
sliockrdk of behaviour and cour¬ 
tesy are exceptionally liigh. 

Thus girls emerge as w-'ell- 
qualificd* eonfidenr and ^ocinlly- 
skilled young women who invari' 
ably win places at their first-choice 
university p alter experiencing a 
challenging bur happy education 
that iv not overly pressurised. 




AN INDIVIDUAL 
APPROACH . 

tan rftwe / m 


co educational 
boarding a day school 
tor 3-19 years 


j* & 

T1UNITY 

u ^ i* u xi t 


UhoiA, K-,3*d 

Uigptfr-au.Ili flrrei*, IQUIll 

Tfl &1k3« mill 
f mi 

pn^M. i fi^i'iikPirywwf.^ j* 

miw*, te u* 


A iplmh of colour m ifiiTtaffltgfj grry sad tonfoming world 


The unique boarding school for children of Service personnel. 

Founded in 1803 


• Excellent exam results across a broad curriculum and high expectations 
in all that we do. 

* Outstanding facilities and a strong reputation in sport, music and drama. 

- The school is 100% boarding for 500 pupiis aged 11 *18, providing precisely the 
caring, secure and stable environment needed for Service children. 


A GUNUINEf CHILDHOOD 
ACLLAR VISION 
AN EXCITING FUTURE 

Cti ttftH'Mtwd ftoftwlmg ami Day, 2*6 — 13 
Ax Amnumr cpmcultm a!fowitt& mitmty dud scddcmic 
Utrfaof l& jlomi}, hitiperk fidffii&jbr tpon, musK ja d drama 

iadwtmg it fifth r^trj^nf 
rbrdtrt, tndMfnirimmm£p&t>f 
mdjpff OHfTK, 

Three handing horne t 
iwtttf-fm wftdrn staff, 
fait UYtkfird programme 


■ VAjCLEGtitOVt SCFIOOl 

^porhfbitL ttHTHFrwl RLA22 7|A 

+44 (0) I9f>1 440314 

■a-*-* hjykgppvf.cci nk 
orneri'm haaienwvc,tft«lK 


HAZ LEG ROVE _ 


THE DUKE OF YORK’S ROYAL 
MILITARY SCHOOL 
DOVER 


'Looking forward with confidence 


looking back with pride’ 


Enquiries toi 
The Headmaster 

The Dyke of York's Royal Military SchooL Dover, Kern, CT15 5EQ 
Tel: 01304 245024 Mil: 942B4 5024 
Fa*: Q13G*1 245D19 Mil: 942B4 5019 
Email: headmasterC'doyrms^om 
Website: www.doynms.mod.uk 


Subsidised fees for 
sons and daughters 
of Service personneJ, 
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• Carol Sweeting, Elizabeth Seamark and Samuel Bass. Year 10 
pupils al Wellington School 


Wellington 
pupils are real 
high-flyers 

THREE lucky youngsters from Wellington School had an exciting 
finish [o their Combined Cadet Force weekend when they wore 
brought back to school in a helicopter. 

Carol Sweeting, Elizabeth Seamark and Samuel Bass, ail Year 10 
pupils at Wellington, had been taking part in the CCF Recruit Cadre 
weekend near Barnstaple. 

All Year 10 pupils at the School have the opportunity to join 
the CCF and I his Cadre weekend is an intense two days of team¬ 
building, marching and nfte drills, not to mention a fair amount of 
ironing and polishing... 

This year 93 pupils m Year 10 took part and each of tlto Ihrse 
sections - Royal Navy, Army and RAF - voted for the cadet who 
showed the best all-round ability. 

The prize lor Carol (Royal Navy), Lizzie (Army) and Sam (RAF) 
was the flight back to school in a Lynx Mark S helicopter from 702 
Squadron al RNAS Yeovilton, who have been hugely supportive ol 
I he school's CCF over the years. 


Take a peek at Portsmouth High 


THE NURSERY at Pwtininuih 
High School edebnued in flrM 
birthday liiHT term :iiid welcomed 
ii whole new proLip of cliiklren 
to the diLss. heuwd within the 
school % award - w i nning Eurly 
Year* building. 

The Nuncry bust been bu£j- 
mg welH activity since it opened 
tn 2005 

Nature trials. Farm yard visits, 
pancake-mu king., mVe^lagaiing 
in the gardeiiH singing, dancing, 
rnodchintking, role play sind n 
whole host of other activities 
have kept children engaged Jind 
etiterUiincd, and sjvm ihem a 
flying start to education in the 
Foundation Singe 

Parent?, and children can come 
and loin m the action themselves 
m part of the Nursery fun after¬ 
noon on Mimday Fcbrturv 12, 
2001 . 

'The Nursery, for children 
aged rhfec ro four years, allows 
Lhe school to offer continuity uf 
cJuiialion ihroughuot tbw critieai 
stage. 

Children cm take advantage 
of the Tiiosi up-to-date facilities. 


including * secure outdoor play 
«pice* designated art and reading 
areas, compuicrs and an interactive 
whiteboard. 

There are msiny benefit \q rhe 
Nursery for adults too. Flexibility 
of sessions to suit parent* and out- 
rsf-hukiri care tram Sam In 0pm 
during term-time and during the 
*<h.oo\ holidays are advantageous 
to iho*e returning to work. 

Parent!; can aHu use cmpEisycrY 
chihkm voucher* to fund boih 
education and care tn ihc Nursery 
and Government nursery voucher-- 
□re available for .ill three to four 
year olds. 

Children benefit from spi^gi^lUc 
music provision and foreign 
Language [Caching. Mot Lunches 
arc on offer every day. 

Charlotte Hadtkld r Acting 
Head of ihe Junior School h said 
l ‘Each and every one uf [he 
children in our care is important 
to me ami my staff - we know 
them well widi during their time 
With ua* we ensure that they are 
happy and successful- 

“Tbs Xurser^ celebrated rt* 
first birthday in SepLCittbCr and 


our first Nursery das* moved to 
Reception. It h grtai to sec these 
happv, confident children moving 
on within the schcn^J and, of course, 
to welcome our new pupik. H 

A recem OFSTED nursery 
inspection reported that: 
""Chiliitcn are ealrcmcly interirsted, 
excited and motivated to leurni 
t hey eagerly join m the extensive 
range Of STimu I at ing Wcll-Orgflniied 
activities. 11 

Parent ure invited k> hud out 
more by viming on Wednesday 
January 31 for j drop-in morning 

between I Oam and nnon. 

Individual appointments can be 
made by calling 023 *2R2 6714, e- 
miiil admissmn&-por.gdst.pet or 
www.gdsl. net/ponsmouthbi gh. 



* Children at Portsmouth High 


...opening minds 

Wellington 



tAr-mliM.BOuiuJ Endnpcjickml L'j] & ifuBnliiur Stbuul S-IQ-m* 

bfi-q#], hociklh**. r-XiiSIU 

Strong academic record. 
i ’’Home from Home** environment with 

r^KJ exceptional pastoral out. 

Weekly Boarding available. 

Wj Experienced in meeting the needs 
j 1 of senier children. 

"S° niitch more than 9 to 4” 

' Over F0 «iTTHtimculiiT iclivitira 

■t| F#?r Fiuiher imfnrmflrfotp plcjuv cnnlwt 

uur m , i;i , i1i.li Mrs fni:kv Ruvrei 

in ii k ‘i&mum Few m m mm* 

cornual rf^i5.lrip^jLrl^cuYulk%'CAivub 

www. b h nb bear college, co . 11 k 


i«i i« rd^EitiQi since 11E41 


School 


i Just olFjitikiioii -t* 
ml iEp:: M5) 


* tk'nfm^ F(hCi> AlkAv-intv 

* Within striking distance of 
Portsmouth .rod Plymouth, 
jttsi oH" (he M5 


• Dutst-mUiug 
jcfiJcn 3 k result* 

■ Entry at alE ;tgcv 
MMti ye j r-. 


Further information Call MiftSl>J 

o r emuil adm i i t@vvclii ng ton - scho ol . o rg. uk 



Wellington 

CJsOlWlBftSliT 
mw.wcllinpwn-sdiool. orp.uk 








Busy, happy lives 
at Lomond School, 
Helensburgh 


■ Superb academic and all-round education 

■ tw®n*nt standards of erne and supervision 
ipp 1 1 «y ethos and a flexible approach 

New state-oMhe-art co* educational boarding house In Burn brae 
Home to seventy students aged from 10 years to years 
suite facilities 

^^ious social and recreational facilities 
Full programme of activities 

■ Airport, visa and guardian services 

■ Academic and pastoral support 

■ Professionally trained staff 
* Excellent e-mail/U/tornmun[cation systems 

■ Coastal location close to Loch Lomond National Park 3C il 001 


Lomond 


If you would like to find out more about the unique 
opportunities for your children please call 01436 672 476. 



"probably Devon mpsf signifiCBrit School 


Founded 1604 


11-16 Co-nduralicnal 
a Wuakly Boarding and 0. 



■ early registrations advisable Blundell’s 

Tivorton, Devon, EX 16 4DN Tel: 01884 2525-43 I www blunCtBU6.org 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS AT PORTSMOUTH HIGH SCHOOL.. 




Drop-In Morning on 
Wednesday 31 January 

See the whole school from the Nursery 
through to the Sixth Form in action from 
10.00 to 12 noon. 


Entrance Examination on 
Saturday 3 February 

Senior School entry for September 2007, 


Nursery Fun Afternoon on 
Monday 12 February 

Fun activities for parents and children. 


Portsmouth 
I ligh School 

O 023 9282 6714 
^ ddmissions'Ipof.gdst.nel 
O www. gd st. net/pof ts m o uihhig h 


U«5i IWaJ^UIimu 
E! sg Enorily rtrt 


10 Stafford Street, Helensburgh www.lomond-sdiooJ.org 
admin@lomond-schooLdemon.co.uk 


The Nursery 3-4 • Junior School 4-11 • Senior School 11-16 • Slxlh Form 16-18 
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Truro gets special marks 


GCSE MARKS al Truro High 
£chofi| for Girls were *o tmt* End¬ 
ing this year dun five girls received 
Kpedal urjmmenda.iions fnim lilt 
cramming bmtd - four of Them 
for English and one For French. 

Even more impressive when you 
know ihm njiEy five commenda¬ 
tions are awarded for each subjecs 
throughout Lhe country, 

A-Levet students did equal tv 


well with four girls Tara Metcalfe B 
F'ahran Watlacc, Namhe Moores 
And Barbara Wang accepted for 
Oxbridge civtlegev. 

Aimwt all other pupih achieved 
the grades needed 10 win places nt 
their Lhm.cn univcrssiEes. 

Robyn 0crttford T who achieved 
a cummetidAiiuti fur Eneiislt 
literature and eleven A r s al 
has also scored a maioi 


success with her flute playing as 
one of only four musicians \o srar 
in their own concert as pun of 
Classic FM\ TWti Festival. 

"Kvcry Rtri matter at Trum 
High School^ said heodniasier 
Michael McDowell. 

"Wc encourage every pupil 
to develop their own potential 
wherever their particular talents 
Ufl" 



Royal Hospital School 

Holbrook, Suffolk, IP9 2RX 
Tel 01473 326200 Fax 01473 326213 
emai I :ad miss ion s@royafh o s pitals ch o o I. org 
www.royalhospitalschool.org 

RHS provides an all-round education tor 630 boys 
and girls aged 11 to 10. 


It is a HMC Day and Full boarding School set In 2D0 acres 
of fine Suffolk countryside,, overlooking the River Stour, 


Through the generosity of Greenwich Hospital, the 
Crown Charity may be able to offer fee concessions 
to the children and grandchildren of seafarers. 


Generous discounts are offered to pupils eligible 
For CEA (BSA) 


Saturday 20th January 2007 
Entrance Exam at RHS and 
Portsmouth 

Saturday 27th January 2007 

Scholarships Day 

(Scholarships available include: Academic, Sport , 
Music , Art and Sailing) 


jl Children's Education 
V Advisory Service 

For any enquiries on Children's Education, 
parents should contact CEA5 for help 
and advice 



lor FREE advice and support; 

Tel: 019130 618244 Mil: 94344 8244 
fax: 01980 618245 Mil: 94344 8245 
ein a i I: enqu i r r es. ceas@gl ne t .gov.uk 
www.ceas.rnod.uk 


Prince Andrew 
returns to RHS 




CHILTON CANTELO SCHOOL 

Chilton Cant do, Yeovil* Somerset BA22 8BG 
“ITS FUN - ITS LIKE LIVING AT HOME” 

Chilsnn \x ll 4 00-.he mug, 'kimil/ school for boy* .md 
girls aged 7 16, both Boarding and Day, where young 
people grow into the best version of themselves. 

Small itLhhto ++ excellent results \ \ [K) ll fr .V-O ++ varied 
programme oF weelulay/weekftut .m civEite.v ++ individual 
ancniinn i + stunning location * * 

Fees from £490 + CEA 

Tch 850555 Fa. : (11W5 85CH8Z 


PUPILS al fhu Royal Hospital School in Suffolk 
were in celebratory mood in October ah the Duke of 
York, Prince Andrew, vtsited ihe co-educational full 
boarding and My school. 

11^ Prince opened line cutriplcied Crst phase of 
ibe multi-million pound refurbishment programme 
and presenred a new Queen 3. Colour In the school. 

It wm one of the most sigaifiesni visits that Prince 
Andrew has made to (jit Suffolk MrtisnkJ. 

He was there no present a new QueenColour 10 
replace l he exiting Colour* which w ah given to (be 
school in IVhV by his grandmother. Queen Elizabeth 
the Queen Mother/! ne previous King^ Co (our was 
presented in I91S. 

Headmaster Howard Blackett tijud: am delight¬ 
ed that the Puke of York was ahje to open Anson 
Huuse this completed the first phase of our £18tn 
five-year refurbishment programme of the school" 

He added: ’’'["he quality of The new accommoda¬ 
tion in ihc refurbished house is absolutely superb T 
know We will soon be the envy of many a boarding 

school/ 

Amon House is a boys' boarding house and the 
first of ten houses To be refurbished. 

It has been designed to accommodate 38 pupils* 
in cn-suite rooms for four or Jess. Encli individual 
area is provided with an inter net connection. 

Haeh of the larger dayrooins a plasma scteen P 
and live re Are [WO rooms SCE aside for music rehears¬ 
als,. and games rooms for both I be 
— | L \i junior and Knior pupils 

Day pupils have Allocated wurk- 
Maltom and a dayrnnm in the refur¬ 
bished building. 

"rite refurbishment of Anton 
House cost including two 

iniegiul executive itatV apartments 
and Jl detached fuu.obcdroom 
housemaster’s accnmmodiLtinn as 
pan of the project. 

In the uflemouii, the pupih of the 
Royal Hospital School performed 
an impressive ceremonial rnrtdp 
in which the Queen’s Colour wus 
renewed by Prince Andrew. 

• Picture top left: Tom Wood 
receives the new Queen's 
Colour from the Duke of Yar* 



Truro High School for Girls 
11+ Entrance Examinations 

Saturday 27 January 2007 

For more information, please telephone Mrs Ellison. 
Headmaster's secretary. 

Scholarships and 100% assisted places available. 


01872 272830 
www.trurohigh.co.uk 


1'rurq high schooi 

rni 4i i in ■ 
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Confidence 


" L nit l' .mu! ipafii 


ad South. South sea, PGS 3QW 

w w w, stjftfMscoIlege. co, uk 


Tel: 01 -HiCi 72031 


Www. perron h ill .co m 


Perrott Hill 
is home 
from home 

PERROTT Hill it a home from 
hbffte ■.viih i» happy ;mJ busy 
boa nting. c immunity. 

Th* lia-* it great dtenl of 

txtMrpff in looking iit'ier chil¬ 
dren wbti&c families arc in the 
Swvkw, 

This uthool is ddightod eo be 

able to offer bursiirfeb. to the chil¬ 
dren of Service fumiiies 

Open morning*, oo Friday 
January J9 and Saturday January 
20, jrc an excellent way of visitijij; 
rhe school. 

Prospective parent^ and chil¬ 
dren ure fhowxi Perrott Mill by 
current pupils and have an oppor¬ 
tunity to meet the hcadnmfiter,, 
Mike Derates, start other members 
of slaJT 

If you wf'uld like more informa¬ 
tion or have any question* pln» 
CLinLacl the school. 

Pcltom flili conitmies m grow 
in popularity and Mi fee Davies 
believes the reason for this is its 
holistic approach. 

He *siid: “Evnyoiw know* each 

Other Biidi importunity, pupils 
arc fhvtn RrcaL pcncnnnl care to 
develop and shrive a* individual* 
before they step on to life at their 
nexl sizhtmL"* 


Open Mornings: 


I'YIdny I < J. tn ft. Sjmirilw 20(h .lnnUHrv 
0.30 12.30 


Service bursaries available 


Ca cdiiciiuoiiflt day ajhI bortrriiiift Pitp School 
Eduratijut dilldzcu from 3-13 


3Ulfllf ClW^s fliWS 
h'nlt. weekly and Hexi bunrdihji 
burg" Muni: .iritjj Art 0#Wlfttlt1tnt» 
Sprat frliy«d live- umm n 
Dtputm produ eti us 1 «v¥ry l^rrn 
VAttrd n.nrt -.Yfiring AiiliviMe* 


Giant green dragon 
visits St John’s 


West Hill Park girls 
prove good sports 


IT VVAS an exciting emj to an 
assembly lor the hoys and girls 
of St John's College. Southsea, 
when a six-foot dragon call ad 
Codrte arrived to say 'thank 
you’. 

Cedric* the mascot for the 
National Children's Homes, fook 
away over £700 raised by the 
pupils of the Junior School fol¬ 
lowing □ week of sponsored 
events designed to raise aware¬ 
ness of environmental Issues, 

"The children were encour¬ 
aged to conserve energy and 
recycle rubbish in the horns for 
one week, 1 * said headteacher 
Tony SfirubsalL 

"They raised money by ‘going 
yreen‘ and meeting a number 
of different challenges- It was a 
great success." 

St John's has ratsod thou¬ 
sands of pounds for a number 
of children's charities during the 
last three years including Hope 
and Homes for Children, the 
Catholic Children's Society and 
Children In Need, 

St John's College is an mde- 
pendent, co-education a i day 
and boarding school for children 
aged two to 18 situated In the 
heart of Soufhsea, 


i J] i 1 1 School 

,i lull education 


* WtfJi#- ibj 


• Pr/pjVs from Sf John'* College tower School with Cedric 


The college's elhos is inspired 
by the teachings of Si John 
Baptist Da La SolEe, the patron 
saint of teachers. 

H provides an academic edu¬ 
cation wilhin a Christian environ¬ 
ment. but welcomes boys end 
girls ol all faiths and beliefs. 


An exciting uanely of extra¬ 
curricular activities are an 
offer, along with academic and 
emotional support to ensure 
students feel secure and stable 
at ltic collage. 

For further information visit 

www.stjoh nscollege .co. uk 


FOUR girl* from West Hill Ptefc 

School art celebrating sporting 
euceesh after being temracd places 
m the Hampshire County Hockey 

■jqLiady 

V^niina Lewi&» ayed I h ha 1 , 
been elected ta play in ibe Unde* 

14 i q Uid. Image El Street and 

Kosfe Harper, both aged 12, and 
AlikitWuryjey, a ^ed 11 s will play in 
the Under 1 l *quad 

Vasenin? had further cause to 
celebrate as she his aJhfio been 
awarded a top All Rounder 
Sdaolnrship to Miltfidd School m 

SumerttL 

Tlte faedhies m Wc&l Hill 
Park School ensure that sport is 
played to a hiyji standard, with 
hockey played on outdoor ftoodSt 
Astroturf pitches. 

A ‘Span for .WV polity ut West 
Hill f'tirk School means thm chil¬ 
dren of ill abilities take pari in a 
wid* range or aaiviiks 

With the continued sporting 
success of Ihcise four girts, those 
less able feel encouraged to ctrivc 
to fulfill their own potential. 

This uyt much iboui tlw edu¬ 
cation on offer qt West Hill Park 


# (Back row) Yasmfna Leaves, 
Imogen Street {front row) Alice 
Wars ley and flbsJe Harper 

where there is someihing for c^ cry 
child and where a truly all-round 
education ensure* die best ^tj.rt In 
life thr children of all Abilities. 

For further detaih n to talk about 
die tdttxri or to armuge ^ wui* 
contact the regkli ar on Ll] 3^9 
H42519 or visit Lhe wL'b^ite at 
www-westtuN park . com 


Open Events 


9; ilJnm - 1 I :fWhim 
fh jrscki'f 

25l!i l.tnuJry 2007 


iti itii jssi o n % n jitirit) r thill, t om 


West Hill Park School 

Co-oduc^tlona! Day & Boarding School 


Come and take a closer look 



4K 


The Building 
Blocks to a 
successful 
education 


■ Oav diikbien front 
2H dvfl 

- bunlng Imm 
YeM i Y MIB 

■ Atrer-Scfiool Cut 

- OuistandFng 
academic nandaros 

- All subject* triLUjN ph 
tpecuii-si teachers 


- WJdff ^ ang* Af tut Miiiueu-Jaf 
idltmin 

Rjll-rim*- arid riejri Ol?*Erdmg 

avail ibh 1 

■ J5m mdnijf Hpj.lrd s-^lmminy 

PoOl 

Hiding Scriopi and flood: <1 Afirt* 

■ ^eiyiL>? flurvjr-EC AVJ.ilanls rrurri 
Y+V 3 {A£*7+]i 




QUEEN VICTORIA 
SCHOOL 


Set in 45 acres of beautiful Perthshire countryside offering: 

✓ Stable and uninterrupted co-cducational boarding tor 11-18 year olds; 

✓ Quality education including school clothing at low cost - termly charge £337; 

✓ Overall pupil teacher ratio 9 to 1; total school roll 268; 

✓ Eligibility includes children of Service personnel who are serving or have served in Scotland; 

✓ Warm, friendly and lively atmosphere where pastoral care takes a high priority; 

✓ School hospital and resident Sister; 

y/ Full range of subjects following the Scottish Educational system; 

✓ Extensive programme of sport, music and extra-curricular activities; 

^ Easy access by road, rail or air. 

Visits to the School are welcome at any time. 

For Prospectus and further information or an appointment, please write or telephone 

Admissions' Secretary, Queen Victoria School, Dunblane, Perthshire FKI5 OJY 
Tel: 0131-310-2927 Fax:0131-310-2926 
E'Riaii; admisstons@qvs.org.uk Website; www.qvs.org.uk 
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• Admiral the Lord Boyce, Lord Warden and Admiral of the Cinque 
Pods, reviewing the Grand Day parade in duty 2006 


Duke of York 
is not like 
any other 


THE DUKE of York's Royal 
Military Solid or, established in 
1SQ3, nas a long d istinguish ad 
history of educating children 
whose parents are military, 
Nearly 22,Q0f> children have 
been educated at the school 
which is today tri-Service and 
committed to full hoarding for all 
its 500 pupils aged 11 -1S years, 
a misconception is that the 
school is preparing pupils to 
go into the Armed Forces. The 
term military simply refers tc the 
parents' background. 

It is a vibrant and exciting 
school with a unique ethos 
tailor-made for children of 
Service families. 

There is always plenty to 
keep them busy and during the 
autumn term there have already 
been many trips. 

These have included trips to 
London p Canterbury Margate 
and Dover, a trip to the World 
War 1 trenches in France 
and Belgium, and a German 
exchange with the Immanuel 
Kant School. 

The school has a strong 


Combined Cadet Force and 
there ara many adventurous 
activities with regular expedi¬ 
tions at home and abroad. 

The school military band 
is 110-strong and supports 
the school playing a big part 
on Remembrance Sunday in 
November when many former 
pupils return to the school to 
take part in the Remembrance 
Sunday Parade. 

They also take part in the fort¬ 
nightly parades that culminate 
with the trooping of the school 
colours on Grand Day the end 
of the school academic yean 

The school military band was 
proud to have been invited to 
play at Twickenham again in 
May 2006 and also played at 
Lords for the cricket match 
England vs Sn Lanka. 

The school enjoys an excel¬ 
lent reputation academically 
and in sport, music and drama; 
and pupils at the school can be 
proud of all their achievements. 

More information can be 
found on the school’s website 
at www^doyrms.mod.uk 



Washington, Pul-borough, West Sussex RH2Q 4AY 

www.windlesham.com 


Friendships 
that last a 
lifetime 

TURNING into the driveway at 
VC-'indlcfham House is described 
as a captivating moment, with a 
view ilun is hard to forget. 

Visitors are invited lu spend 
Lime among the children and sLjLT 
to get u sense of their friendly 
informal and open relationships* a 
school where children arc valued 
as people. 

WiDdlnhim is one of die 
country 1 * leading IAPS co- 
educalionaJ boarding preparatory 
schools for children aged eight to 
1 3* where 90 per cen t of pupils arc 
boarders. 

When a new pupil arrive*, two 
children will care for them, one 
who in dcree lo their own age and 
the other from the top year group 
- like a big sister or an elder 
brother. 

Tradition at 
the heart of 
Shebbear 

SHEBBEAR College is a Christian 
school thul emphasises traditional 
Christian values. The College fos¬ 
ters responsibility, tolerance, com¬ 
mitment and respect, both for the 
individual and for society. 

It warmly welcomes pupils of 
all fifths jnd cultures, and seeks 
Lu educate each pupil to achieve 
his or her potential; the school 
encourages the highest possible 
standards of attainment and 
behaviour* through a balanced, 
flexible and challenging syllabus. 

Shebbear is located in North 
Devon, ten miles from Dartmoor 
and the coastline. 


Bringing service to life 


HMP Lowdham Grange 


Are YOU looking for an Exciting and Challenging career? 

HMP Lowdham Grange is expanding. 

We are now muffing for staff to join our hard working gno dedicated team We have a rar>ge of 
opportunities; from Operational Clerks, Prisoner Custody Officers Operational Managers, Nurses and Tutors 

Lowdham Grange is a Category B, adull male prison snualed in Lowdham. NoUioghamshif-c 

In particular, we are seeking personnel to become Prisoner Custody Officers (PCO's) 



serco 


Prisoner Custody Officer 

Salary; £15,000. rising to £20,000 based on length of service 
(plus contract hours and overtime) 

You will have an integral role in providing a safe and secure environmeni with*> the estab&ghment by working 
approved routines, systems and being an important part of a professional team 

This is a vanerf and active position, whrch can mean that you wwk In various areas of the Prison. Through 
our comprehensive 8 week Home Office accredited training course, you will gain the further confidence, 
knowledge end skills that will equip you to work safely in a secure environment 

To become a. Prisoner Cuslody Officer, you must be over 10 years of age ideally, canddates will have 
S GCSE's. with a minimum of grade G, OR equivalent experience 

There has never been a better time lo join us. with the new improved salary package, 6% matched 
stakeholder pension scheme, life assurance, healthcare scheme, 2& days' holiday staff deveiopmeni 
programme, on-site gym facilities and free uniform. 


Hazlegrove 
is a splash 
of colour 

$E.T within 200 acres of park¬ 
land in Somerset* Hazlegrove is a 
splash of colour in an increasingly 
grey and conforming world. 

It is a school that delight* in 
children being children, it encour¬ 
age s Individuality and it values 
honcsiyj integrity and initiative. 

Hazlegrove aspires to, and 
work* towards, success ai all 
levels whether academic, sporting, 
musical or elsewhere, but not at 
the expense of balance, civility or 
a sense of wellbeing. 


So, what are you waiting for? 

If you ara interested in this opportunity please contact us for an application pack- 

HMP Lowdham Grange 

April Hunl HR Administrator on. 0115 9G6 9346 (24 hour answer phone) 
or email recrui|ment,ig@premlor-soreo.co.uk 

S«rcoLr^lsd <x in Equ4 Gppvtiiirt«s Et^bi Srtcwi +> ttw« pens Ml be on r*bail »■ w? "i**comparv n bxotpI 'wB e- 
fll OffltfMj** m 1?™ QW 1075 Ai fll w*Ht » Hwn* Qfk* AJC <Kn.r 


FOR A FULL NAVY NEWS MEDIA PACK 
PLEASE CONTACT OUR ADVERTISING TEAM 
ON 023 9272 5062/023 9275 6951 OR EMAIL 
US AT advertising@navynews.co.uk 


Ready to join the 
Naval Careers Service? 

The Director of Naval Recruiting is currently seeking 
RN & RM WOs r Senior Rates and 5NCOs to work as 
Careers Advisors at these locations from 1 April 2007: 

Chatham, Cambridge, Norwich, Chelmsford, Ipswich, 
Dundee, London 

• Enlist on Full Time Reserve Service 

• Limited Commitment employment in a specified location 

• For 3 years with prospects for further 2 year commitments 

• FTRS rates of pay apply (reviewed annually and pensionable) 

CA3 from £24,857 rising to CA1 up to £36,540 with effect from 1 April 06. 

Regular Service Pensions will be abated so that your total remuneration will 
not exceed your bask pay on the last day of regular service. 


ROYAL 

NAVY 


For further information please contact: 

DNR PSO - Lt CdrTina Gray 

PSTN: 023 9272 4359 Mil: 9380 24359 

















































DEFENCE COLLEGE OF COMMUNICATIONS 
AND INFORMATION SYSTEMS 

INSTRUCTIONAL 

OFFICERS 

The DCOS is currently seeking several experienced professional* 
who are capable of instructing Information Technology, Military 
Telecommunications Systems or Electronics at ihe Royal 
School of Signals, Blandford 

These are full-time MOD Civilian Instructor (Grade D| 
appointments, currently offering a starling salary of between 
£17072 and £20293 dependant upon the skills, experience 
and qualification oF successful candidaies. Salary h 
reviewed annually and the package offers performance pay 
enhancements and a choice of Civil Service occupational 
pension scheme*. 

For further information, register your interest with: 


Victoria Paul, Human Resources Officer, 
ACHR5 (Bulford), Block 32, Ward Barracks, 
Bulford, SP4 9LD. 

Telephone: 01980 673406 
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POLICE 

RECRUITMENT 


DEVELOP THE SKILLS 
THE POLICE ASSESS, 
HOME STUDY PROGRAMME 

New Ijeaf Education 
Tel: 01302 85 W 54 

J'O Ka% 4M, DONCASTER DM4 M!L 
\vw\h - uvw Icsifydm* aticm li k 


Need an Income? 

Leaving the service soon? 
Left already? 

FULL TIME INCOME PART TIME HOURS! 
WORK FROM HOME OPPORTUNITY 
FULL TRAINING it 

□n-COInC SUPPORT INFORMATION 
PACK fOR SERIOUS PEOPLE 

wr mwaaiPi kim* 

Email irtiwu# hfrcmihl’Hme^Piel.cem 

w w wju it t he btz4u. co m 


EX-SERVICES WANTED 
TO EXPAND AND RUN A 
HOME BASED BUSINESS 
PART TIME/ FULL TIME 
OPPORTUNITIES 

CONTACT MAflTlM ON M4A3U1429 
OR V1SFT WWW.BHM3ER-PNCOME.CDM 
FOR FURTHER DETAILS 
WHAT HAVE YOU GOT TO LOSE 1 ?? 


International 

Company 

Recently launched in 20 countries' 
GO GLOBAL - be one of the 1*! 
3 ways to earn SUBSTANTIAL 
income wish very little outlay! 

For free info; 0800 2980173 
e-mail Barbara at: 

Inf o4 Ag a I @a o I .com 


HAVE YOU 
CONSIDERED 
ADVERTISING ON 
OUR WEBSITE? 

www, navynews.co.uk 


ELECTRICAL TECH 


Based in Palme, Spain with 50*% 
I ravel |tj service electrical power 
systems for yachts. Must have 
electrical degree or 3 yr&. eap. 3 
trouble-shoot to component level 
Contact Atlas Marine Systems - 
hr@allasmsrinesys1ems.oom nr 
214-221-90EM, Erf. 162. 


British Energy 


The power to., deliver world class performance 

Training Professionals 

British Energy is a FTSE 100 Company, and Ihe UK's largest generator of electricity, supplying 20% of the nation's 
electricity. To maintain internationally recognised levels of excellence, we have revised our approach to training, 
making this an exciting time to join our teams and help positively drive change. 


ffr 

SB Dppoitoniiynow 


AGE POSl+IVI 


Training Instructors 

Barn wood, Gloucester Ref: BVVD/107436 

Instructor Opportunities exist in Nuclear Plant 
Operation. M&E Maintenance, Engineering, 

Chemistry. Health Physics and Environmental 
Support, 

Working to -enhance our Training Standards and 
Processes, you will deliver creative solutions to meet 
emergent needs, interacting with other instructors, 
you will apply the Systematic Approach to Training 
tSAT) P developing and maintaining training materials 
end embedding Human Performance end Operational 
Experience Feedback,, 

Self-motivated, positive and with excellent 
communication and interpersonal skills, you should 
be qualified to a! least hnc level (cr equivalent) and 
will have a good understanding of the discipline for 
which you are applying. 

These positions would suit es-supmariners with 
appropriate technical expertise and instructional 
and/or training design experience* 


Training Specialists 

BariiwOud, Gloucester Ref: BWD/107431 

Blink ley Point B Power 

Station, Somerset Ref: HFE/107425 

Promoting compliance with company and international 
training standards and processes, you will coordinate setfr 
assessment reports, accreditation and evaluations. You will 
also support and coach personnel, senring as an Instructor 
and Programme Administrator for Fleet instructor Training 
programmes. You will act as a mentor for the Instructors 
as well as reviewing documents associated with the 
Systematic Approach to Training providing analysis, design, 
development, implementation and evaluation guidance for 
adult learning theory application, 

Confident and passionate about training, with excellent 
communication skills, you ideally will have experience 
in the management of training and the application of 
the Systematic Approach to Training (SAT). Qualified 
to at least HNC Level (or equivalent) you will bo 
proficient wiih Microsoft Office Applications and have 
considerable experience in the Training, Education or 
Communications field. 


To apply* email your completed application form or CY (with completed Equal Opportunities form) to 
recrultmenft^british-Qnergy.com quoting the relevant reference number. Forms are available at 
www.british-cnergy.com Or If you do net have internet access, please call 01452 653740. 

Closing date for applications: 12 January 2007, successful applicants will he contacted within 4 weeks, 

British Eiicrgy \s committed to equality of opportunity. W *i aim to reflect the diversity of tlw oommimity ond oneourago applications 
from minority ethnic and disabled group* and women, as Urey are widerrotreeentod amongst our staff. 


NAVY NEWS 
ADVERTISING RATES 

DISPLAY 


Full Page.£2,263 

Half Page.£1,253 

Quarter Page.£709 

S.c.c. (min 3 cm).£14.05 

CLASSIFIED 

Lineage .90p per word 

Trade minimum.30wds. 

For Sale, Minimum.lOwds. 

Box number £3 


PENFRIENDS 

See details on Miscellaneous Page 

Discounts, Colour Rates. Technical Details 
available on request. 

Telephone: 023 9272 5062 
Fax: 023 9283 0149 

for a full Media Pack www.navynews.co.uk 



Auckland is a vibrant and exciting city. It is the single base pen of the ships of Ihe Royal New Zealand Navy. New Zealand 
is clean and green with gold an beaches and is Totally Suited to ih use wha have a passion lor Th a gre at outdoors. Bring your 
; . _ ^BEPflriance to our and GET INTO IT! 


The Royal New Zealand Navy is currently expending its fleet with brand new ships and is looking for 
outstanding ratings and officers from a variety of branches, especially from the Marine Engineering 
specialisation. Share the adventure by visiting beautiful Ideations like the Pacilic Islands, Malaysia, 
Singapore, Australia and of course Now Zealand's breathtaking coastline. Courage. Commitment and 
Comradeship are our Core Values and way of life. Take the opportunity now to start a new life down under 
and realise your true potential in the Royal New Zealand Navy. Contact us today 
by emailing us at navy recruiting lateral@nztlT.iiiil.tiz 
or visit our website www.navy.mil.nz . 
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SEA CADETS 




Daniel’s 
efforts 
win him a 
diploma 

MEMBERS of the Southwark 
unit TS Cossack need only 
]wk us fat as one of their own 
colleagues to see ihe benefit of 
gaining a qualification while 
having a good time., 

As wdl as trying their hand 
at sailing* canoeing, polling, 
power-boating, shooting and 
camping;, with some effort there 
is also the chance to gain a 
nationally-recognised vocational 
qualification. 

The Cadet Vocational 
Qualification Office was set up 
five years ago to administer the 
BTEC hirst Diploma in Public 
Services which is only available to 
members of the Cadet Forces. 

The Diploma is a Level 2 
NVQ, which is equivalent to 
five GCSEs at grades A to G, 
depending on whether a p$tss* 
merit or distinction is achieved in 
die various units. 

Daniel Ashford, aged 17* from 
Walworth, has only been with the 
Surrey Square-based unit tor two 
years, and has just been awarded 
"die Diploma with a merit grade. 

Many components of the 
scheme have also helped him 
achieve the bronze Duke of 
Edinburgh Award, with others 
contributing to silver. 

While the Unit 1 Project 
and Cadet Workbook are 
theory-based* concentrating on 
standard educational key skills d 
the remainder of the Diploma is 
practical in nature. 

Unit 2 covers leadership, 
for which Daniel was required 
to achieve the rate of leading 
Cadet and attend the prestigious 
leadership course at Dartmouth. 

Unit 3 concentrates on physical 
fitness and included weekends 
training at RAF Uxbridge. 

Unit 7 required participation 
in a selection of outdoor activities 
- no problem, as the Southwark 
unit carers for all aspects of 
boating and other outdoor 
activities with regular camps. 

Units 9 and 14 involved map 
and compass work - and Daniel 
acted as team leader in many 
weekend expeditions. 

Finally, nautical activities 
make up Unit 15 and, for Daniel, 
included a week on board the 
square rigger TS Royalist, as well 
as gaining extemilly-reeognised 
qualifications in pulling, sailing, 
canoeing and power-boating. 

Quite a lot to fit into 24 
months - but remember, 
although registration for the 
Diploma is only open to cadets 
over the age of 16, all. activities 
from the age of 10 can count 
towards the final award, 


* The Chief Constable of Merseyside holds an annual awards ceremony in which he recognises 
examples of good work in the community PO Chris Paged was the winner of the Young Citizen of the 
Year award for the Wirral area , where he is an instructor at TS Revenge rn Wallasey. Chris was nomi¬ 
nated by his Commanding Officer, Lt (SCC) Carol Hankey RNR, who is pictured above with Chris and 
Chief Superintendent Com Matthews, the Area Commander of Wirral 


THE SEA Cadets of Henley won 
praise for the lop man when 
Cdre Laurie Brokenshira paid an 
informal visit to TS Guardian. 

The commodore, who is 
responsible for liaison between 
the Royal Navy and more than 
400 Sea Cadet units across the 
UK, had asked to visit a unit in 
the Southern Area on a typical 
parade night. 

And he was able to take part 
in some of the activities under¬ 
taken by the 38 boys and girts 
present, including sitting in with 
a class of new entrants as Ihey 
learned about the history of the 
Royal Navy's uniform and how 
to wear it. 

He also watched a class under¬ 
taking an RYA navigation course, 
took part in a first aid class 
and watched a group of jun¬ 
ior members being shown how 
to maintain their own uniform 
- requirements that included 


bulling boots, sewing on badges 
and shaping a beret. 

Cdre Brokenshire visited Ihe 
Henley unit on ihe recommen¬ 
dation of the Corps 1 Southern 
Area commander, who has been 
impressed by the growth and 
improvementi achieved over (he 
past two years. 

Having spoken to staff and 
parents, he told Henley r s 
Commanding Officer Lt Andy 
Searies how pleased he was that 
the unit had “risen like a phoenix 
from the ashes’" to become a 
happy, well-presented group 
with cadets keen to get involved 
In the wide range of activities 
and opportunities offered by Ihe 
Corps. 

During his visit Cdre 
Broken shire was invited to 
present successful cadets with 
the promotions and badges they 
have earned while serving with 
ihe unit. 


LOUGHBOROUGH cadets had 
little time to draw breath around 
Remembrance Day. 

In (he space qf a fortnight 
they assisted at the Ashby-de- 
la-Zouch Royal British Legion 
concert, sold poppies took part 
in parade* - including three on 
Remembrance Sunday itself - and 
ended with them taking pan in 
the Loughborough Royal British 
Legion concert* performed by the 
Band of the Royal Marines. 

Loughborough unit is believed 
to be Sic first to officially affili¬ 
ate with a Royal British Legion 
branch - in this case, the branch 
i& QuOrfi. 

Be vigilant 

OUR feature on the work of 
the Vigilant Squadron at HMS 
Raleigh in Cornwall has been 
held over until the February edi¬ 
tion. 


Shops group backs Corps 


CAPITAL Shopping Centres, which owns 
12 of (he largest shopping centres in the 
UK* is extending its suppon of rhe Corpv 
Following die iuccessful SeaCadetFest 
at MetroCentre in Gateshead last 
September, plans are now in hand for a 
second event at the company'* flagship 
centre, [ aketide in Hssex, in September. 

The 170,000 MetroCemre shoppers 
who enjoyed the firsL SeaCudetFesl were 
able to find out more about what the Corps 
docs, and also to join in the bin. 

With its waterfront location, lakeside 
will provide even more opportunities to 


showcase Sea Cadet activities. 

It is hoped there will he displays of boar 
handling and other water-based skills, while 
on hind a Sea Cadet band will perform 
throughout the weekend and shoppers 
will have a chance to join in the hornpipe* 
warch a drill display, learn first aid, get 
their face painted* pick up knot-tying skills 
and even take pari in a competition. 

Capital Shopping Centres is also Collab¬ 
orating with the Cadets on further events at 
MetroCcntrc, and at its other centres across 
the UK - and the Corps is very grateful for 
the group's support and generosity. 


• Activities from the SeaCadetFest at MetroCentre in September - a surfing 
simulator (above) and the Royaf Marines 7 infamous climbing watf (right} 

Silver medal for John 


JOHN Pe&ketl, a long-serving vol¬ 
unteer with Bournemouth unit, 
travelled to London to receive a 
prestigious award recognising his 
many years of service. 

John received a Silver Medal 
for Meritorious Service from the 
President of the British Chamber of 
Shipping, Maurice Storey, at a cere¬ 
mony at HMS President in London. 

A former Royal Miarine and 
policeman, John has held several 


positions with ihe Corps, including 
the Officer Commanding Ihe Marine 
Cadet Detachment, Commanding 
Officer (for the best part of 20 
years, and finally serving on the Unit 
Management Committee. 

The current CO, Paul Budded, 
said: “He thoroughly deserves the 
recognition of his peers and the 
wider community for the effort 
and energy he has put in over the 
years,” 


Top man 
inspects 
Beccles 

CADETS of the Lowestoft unit 
supported Beccles unit's Royal 
Naval Parade. 

Arid then- was a Special guest 
for the East Anglian cadets to 
impress - the Commodore of the 
Sea Cadet Corps* Cdre Laurie 
Brokenshire, also attended in ibc 
role of Inspecting Officer. 

The evening went well, with 
cadets giving a good display of 
ceremonial evolutions. 

One of the Lowestoft instruc¬ 
tors, PO (SCO Jan Wool*ton, 
was surprised when, after Evening 
Colours, the Eastern Area Officer 
Cdr D Kent RN called her for¬ 
ward to Cdre Brokcnshire* who 
presented PO Woolston wiih her 
Cadet Forces Medal. 

PO Woolston said that after the 
shock of being called out, she 
felt honoured to have her medal 
presented by the Commodore 
himself. 

The following week PO 
Woo I s.ton was officially promoted 
Chief Petty Officer and passed her 
Seamanship Instructors Course 
- quite a month, all told... 

Loughborough 
get stuck in 


NOVEMBER a 

hectic month for cadets 
of Northampton and 
Wellingborough in their 
efforts to help good causes 
in the comm unity. 

The month began with the 
unit's bonfire and fireworks 
evening, which raked £210 
for the replacement of unit 
training equipment. 

There wa& more of the same 
two day's later when a large team 
of cadets helped Northampton 


Round Table by supporting the 
lOwn B & bonfire and fireworks 
evening* and also helped raise a 
grand total of more than £10,000 
- although the group suffered both 
individually (one young cadet was 
attacked by a youth who tried to 
steal his -charity bucket) and as a 
group their minibus was broken 
into and among the items stolen 
were a laptop and camera. 

Fortunately the incidents did 
not deter the cadets* who were 
back in public again soon after* 
selling popples for the Royal 
British Legion over two weekends. 


A rapid response by the police, 
the local BBC radio station and 
the insurers* the damage to the 
minibus was quickly repaired 
and stolen equipment recovered, 
enabling (he unit to take part 
in the Remembrance parades in 
Northampton and Wellingborough 
some 65 cadets and 17 instruc¬ 
tors took part. 

It was the first time since 1949 
that the Sea Cadets have marched 
alongside the Air and Army cadets 
in Wellingborough. 

As well as the formal public 
occasions* the unit also provided 
the usual training opportuni¬ 
ties, including boat work train¬ 
ing weekends ai the Sea cadet 


Training Centre at Thmpston and 
a Genera] Cadet Acquaintance 
course at HMS Raleigh, the Royal 
Navy's I raining establishment at 
Tor point an Cornwall, 

The Raleigh course was papu¬ 
lar* although 12-year-old Cadet 
Laura Jolley probably spoke for 
several of her colleagues when she 
said that the water in the assault 
course ditch could have been a 
little warmer... 

The unit is now looking forward 
to representing Northamptonshire 
in the regional round of the Corps 
football competition* which is to 
be held in Cambridge, and a. visit 
to HMS President in London with 
the Royal Naval Reservist*. 


A typical night: 
loads of activity 


Unit undeterred by 
attack and vandalism 
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SEA CADETS 


Admiral 


pays visit 
to Orion 


Kelly CoHege 
team is put 
to the test 


The highs 
and lows of 
a life on the 


ocean wave 

SUMMER a lung time 

ago now, bur two cadets from 
Harrogate have written [heir 
thoughts on u Week upeni on the 
tninme ship John Jervwd hsx 
year, 

Kathrvn Rrlh und Beth 
Sunderland both of whom 

hint been for Itfts than sk 

months when they got picked - 
L^inedl the John Jtrvviwd .it Truon 
m Scotland* spending most of 
the lir-^r dsy getting to know the 
Tuutines and equipment. 

,J Whcn we woke up on Sunday 
wc cmildn'r wait to sail and 
wanted to act off as quickly as 
possible said Beth. 

M Whcn we finally did we 
real bed that it tou'e going to be 
MiWuvs iL j fun as We thought We 
were realty scnsickl 

"But we -didn't Ice it rain our 
day or Week and We iusl £ui on 
with it." 

ITht cadet’s were put info watdi- 
c* and *pcnt *ome time nnvigat- 
irtg, Steering and being on WaECh 
(“when we were nut being sirU^l 

"We sailed rn Jarberr and 
couldn't watt Eo get on dry land, 5 " 
added Beth 

Monday fallowed a similar pa.1- 
Ecm - a Force i> wind (“which 
wasn’t very nice")* more seasick¬ 
ness, and ’"when Millie steered 
we went in a complete circle, we 
didn't know what wa* going on " 

Dventighi Mays ai Pori Ellen 
and Campbeltown were livened 
op by fairs., and by Th^ ^lage the 
hardy sitilors were used to cheek¬ 
ing the engines, cleaning the ship 
and even doing a night watch 
- "definitely ihe worst part of the 
week." 

Wednesday was one of the best 

day* because "it very calm 

we couldn't believe id” 

S'n one was they billed to 
du; Isle of .Man, and the cadets 
flaw rhree dolphins and two bask¬ 
ing sharks - a highlight of the 
Week for Beth. 

Thursday wa* smother calm 
dfly T and the John forwod made ■ 
four-hour passage lo Whitehaven, 
where those who didn't live in 
the town had >ume shore leave 
before spending their la-st night 
On the ship. 

The ffpal day was spent pack¬ 
ing and cleaning: and once the 
ship had parsed inspection the 
cadets were Eree to return lo theLr 
borne*. 

As fit ax rile Harrogate cadcis 
were concerned, the besl things 
nbous ihe week were -hore leave 
(Kathryn} and seeing dolphin* and 
sharks (Beth), while both hated 
being seasick und Were not Too 
keen on the night watch either, 


V SotJlhem Ama Sea Cadets provided a band and Gtran# in sup¬ 
port of the annual Seafarers Service, heid in Portsmouth. Cadets 
front Medway. Gosport, Southampton. Shoppey. Windsor and 
Ryde formed rhe ^6-srrong Guard, white the band was formed from 
cadet $ from TunbridgE Well 5 and Whit stable. The Colour Party 
was ted by PO Jim Manning, from Medway, whose two granddaugh¬ 
ters were selected as part of the Party Among the guests at the 
service wore the Lord Mayor of Portsmouth . Clit Fred Charlton, and 
Flag Officer Tkarrtfrtej and Recruitment, Rear Admiral John Borfey 


WHILE veiling the Midlands, 

Flag Officer Scotiand, \orrhcm 
England and N'orihcm Ireland, 
(FOSNNh Rear Admiral Philip 
Wilcwte, cnlkd in io icc ,i parade 
as IS Orion, the Nottingham 
unit. 

After speaking to dll she cadets 
and taking the salute at the marcli- 
pust, lie presenlcd advancement 
badges to several member* of the 
unit and a BUT: l : irs? Diploma 
in Public Services lo PO Cadel 
Bct\ Heimtock 

Admire I Vt'ileocb. was given n 
ceremonial paddle adorned with 
intticou decorative topewurk as n 
memento of hia visit. 

The Admiral tiud ■ “Noltinghum 
Sea Cadets have cotisisEemly been 
ope n} rhe leading LtniTs in rhe 
Corps for mans yeans and it v-; 
tremenduuN uv ^ C e for myself 
the high stall Lin i ds of smarrness, 
drill -und cadet achievement that 
reflect so Well on the hard-working 
volunteers jir TS Orion . H 


* Trafnirtg is a big pad of fife m Ihe S&a Cadet Corps - and that includes the staff. An adult multi-training 
weekend was held at Buckingham Camp by the Eastern Area „ offering a wide range of courses including 
seamanship, driit r health and safety, juniors seminar, first aid, basic induction and weapons training. The 
cheerful group shove erne ftoe ■merrrfrers of the First Aid course, having just heard that they had all gained 
a Class 2 First Aid qualification; they are pictured with instructors it (SCC) P Bainbridge RNR and SfLt 
(SCC)KayAdey RMR 


BATTLING m save ,i ship n 
perhaps not ihe first thing you 
would flunk of as being on the 
agenda of a visit by a group of 
schooEehildien, 

But the members of Kelly 
College Combined Cadet Force 
row in the challenge when they 
went to HMS Riledii who pro¬ 
vided die thrills and spills of the 
damage control I simulator ihrough 
the FEagfhip Training LJld. 

lire turnup of 2-1 codes, a^d 
between 15 and 17, speni the 
duy at Lite Torpdint establish mem 
carrying iiut a J anets’ nf training 
designed eh> develop ccom-working 
«kiils T including biTiie HfiTighiiiig 

KetEy College, b;Lsed a L Tam lock 
in Devon,, ii -lu independent school 
estabhflhcd by Admiral Kelly in 
IS77, and maintains links wiEl\ 
die military through y strung CCF 
contingenl. 

Flying througli 

I KK Sea Cad eE Engmeonng 
School bil HMS 0;uui rE saw a Li 
ten eandkLliitv^ on its must recent 
Marine Engineering (Mcdhanical) 
class pass with Hyena colour* - and 
[hai wns noi all ihe flyisig, drixr. 

’□tie course meinbeni enjoyed 
a flight in a Search and Rescue 
h^hropicr as a bonus, 

3 Tit cadeR professed ihn'H Eht 
course was avF enjoyable eIlh! they 
are dclermirtcd Eh.h reLum to cism- 
plete the electrical side of the 
special isarion 

Weather eye 

THREE cadets from thc 
Glasgow Utsil attended the Mete¬ 
orology Lnurse held aL the Sea tZa- 
det 'I’raining Centre Ins kip - and 
all comfortably passed ihc course. 

Course insn-uetor S‘La Koy 
Adey reported lhat yhe wjk very 
pleased Mf the cadets had nil been 
very ttiduisiastic throughout, and 
cttin in sHFtnv eaKv< overcame 
illness while on course to achieve 
very gaud results. 

The cadet* themjwlies were also 
delighted to have passed w ! hai is a 
tough and Incentive course - ns far 
as they know, no Line else m their 
un it ha* this proficiency 


# Matt, Abigail and Louise Orfita , who have recorded a song written by Louise for Children in Need 


Folkestone cadet Louise 
Qrl.ila, aged 14, is using her 
musical ndem^ to rinse money 
for children less fortunate than 
herself. 

She Sun, written .md receded 
a sang called Ghstdnm nr Wed 
which i>: being sold in support of 
tlii: idinnm .mnujl BBC iL-lcvibiuji 
fund mining appeal 

l,muse is working tuwinh her 
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Awanl ,n the CZudets, and ffw 
tlie *kihs section decided to write 
the song. 

At thi^ poinE ihc project heesme 

something of it family matter, a> 

hsg brother Matt 17 n enlisted 


ro play guitar while younger 
Ahigail {Hi poincd m on iam- 
bouririe- 

TageEhct With I heir father, 
Andrew, they an; .lLI cnthiai^- 
tie mtmibffs of Fdhestone and 
Hythe unit 

The result so impres*ecl a local 
recording ttutiiu thin rhey helped 
her produce a CA and to prp- 
irote m m the town, 

"ITc re^iilt wa* That the local 
record nbop *oon soIlI lhle. and 
copies were produced. 

'ITe CD ls now available online 
nt www.sisfn&b&dysmusJc.com 
for £2.50, 

By rnLd-NoveJuber ^S0 L-opie- 
hiid bveti Mild, and aLE pnKvcds go 


ro Childrtu in AVctf 

Ijouirc -said: “The: response ha* 
byeti owrwhclming;, but \i\ been 
great fun to make my lira pKard 
■‘TTe aim is to raue a* much 
money us possible tor ChOdrtn in 
\ T ceJ, %o please encourage every¬ 
one you know to buy U,’ h 
Louise has aho written a *ung 
□biiiJl World War 1 which she sent 
to rhe Band of Her Majesty's 
Ruyal Marines for their views 
As A resuli they invited her to 
perform both a 'jnlo and a duel 
during their annual Christinas 
concert in Folkestone last month 
This sung is currently under 
cun*[JeriLLiop for use during thii 
yv*r\ Remembranee Day serviee&. 


A SONG written and 
recorded by a S^a Cffdef 
for charity has been set! ins: 
in its hundreds- 


Award scheme song 
boosts TV charity 
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Endurance 


ITS long been a scrnrcc of 
Hurprise that the ship with 
arguably the most interesting 
job in lbe RN has nuL betrn Lhe 
object of a hook. 

Not any mure, thunk's to 
Graham Smith's beautiful 
HMS Endurance: The Red 
Plunn (Coach House> £12.95 
plus £1.50 I J &P from www. 
coachhou seonli ne.co.u k) , 
a "coffee table book’ with 
substance. 

This is. wry much a photo- 
biography of a ship - and an 
incredibly comprehensive one. 

Pretty much every aspect of 
the Red Plum is covered: want to 
know about the holds? They hold 
270 tonnes of stores, for example. 

The author his been granted 
unrivalled access to the ship, 
her sailors, and her impressive 
photographic archive. 

TTtc Images within arc nor 
surprisingly stunning given 
Endurance's Antarctic role. 

This could, of course* haw 
simply been a collection of 
pictures of icebergs and penguins. 

Which isn't necessarily a bad 
thing... bur there's so much more 
to Endurance than seeing her 
bright red livery contrasted by 
frozen wastes and ice floes. 

Indeed , m uch of Smith's work 
is devoted to Endurance's ship's 
company at work fin the galley* 
in the engine room, conducting 
surveys, taking on supplies) and 
at pLay (cricket on the flight 
deck, in the gym, enjoying mess 
dinners). 

As such this book provides not 
juxt a wonderful snapshot of a 
ship whose role in today's RN is 
unique, but it also captures life in 
the 21st-Century Senior Service 
to &T- 

VCs licked 

COMMEMORATIVE covers have 
been produced to celebrate the 
RN and RM heroes awarded 
(he Victoria Cross to mark the 
medal’s 150th anniversary. 

The envelopes contain a list: 
of every Senior Serviceman 
to receive Britain's highest 
military decoration, from Mate 
Charles David Lucas in 18S4 
to Canadian pilot Lt Robert 
Hampton Gray RCN, the final 
recipient (to date) in 1945, 

Details from the RN Philatelic 
Society, 19 College Road, HM 
Naval Base Portsmouth. 


A taste of 


BETWEEN 1958 and 1976 
the Royal Navy made 
three attempts to protect 
British trawlers from the 
enforcement of Iceland's 
expanding fishing limits 
that were encroaching on 
Britain's traditional distant 
water fishing grounds. 

"ITiose attempts arc cold 
comprehensively by Cupl Andrew 
Welch In The" Royal Navy in 
the Cod Wars (Alaritime Books, 
£29.99 ISBN 91 8-1 -904459- 
23-ljj writes Dr Erk frmw of r ht 
University of Sutford. 

Between 1958 and 1961 no lea* 
than 63 Rridnh warships powerful 
Daring-class vessels, smaller 
destroyers, a range of frigates and 
Algerinq-claFis fleet minesweeper 

and even die fast minelayer 
Apollo, with ten RFAs in support, 
took on the Icelandic coastguard 
preventing it arresting trawlers in 
the disputed waters. 

Even the Dartmouth Training 
Squadron was pressed into use. 

No lesis than 84 arrest attempts 
were made — none of which 
succeeded. 

No kigni Leant injuries or 
damage were sustained by cither 
side. 

Catches were only reduced 
by 15 per cenf. The British were 
forced to accept die 12-mile 
Limit but only after a three-war 
transitional period when fishing 
would be allowed in the outer part 
of the zone. 

The Icelanders promised to 
give the British su< months' notice 
of any further extension and to 
submit any further dispute to the 
International Court of Justice. 

However* when the Icelanders 
moved to a 50-milc Limit In 1072 
the treaty was Ignored, 

The Icelandic gunboats were 
now equipped with trawl cutters 
which they used with some 
success. 

First tugs were commissioned 
to ward off the Icelanders but the 
Icelanders replied with gunfire. 

With the trawlers threatening 
withdrawal RN frigates were sent 
in May 1975. 

This time the units deployed 
were frigates of Types 12, 41, 61 
and 81 along with 13 Lcanders. 

The struggle was now more 
serious with a tense stand-off 
with guns manned between HMS 
Leopard and the gunboat Aegir. 

Collisions began to occur 
between frigates and gunboats 
with the Icelanders apparently 
provoking the incidents to exert 
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m In cod we trust... Leader-class frigate HMS Bacchante accelerates to avoid being bit by the Icelandic 
gunboat Tyr in February 1976; Tyr missed Bacchante by just 12 inches 

RietLEE: FO Mike- KcxUauraki 


Iceland had two advantages. 
Its position as the keystone of 
the defences of the Greenkind- 
Iceland-L"K gap made its presence 
in NATO essential. 

Also its policies were running 
with the gmin of the changes in 
the law of the sea. 

The Royal Navy could only put 
up a brave rearguard action. 

Both this and the British distant 
water fisheries were doomed by 
this global (rend to enclose the 
ocean. 

The story of these 
interesting events has been told 
comprehensively and skilfully by 
Capt Welch, who participated in 
the second conflict in the frigate 
Charybdis> in a fascinating and 
important book. 

He has utilised a wide range of 
Sources including the Staff History 
and has put in much fascinating 
operational detail including one of 
the most informative discussions 
qf rules of engagement I have ever 
seen. 

It is interesting how often 
harassed British Commanding 
officers tried to get permissions 
never granted, to use their superior 
armament to offer a graduated 
response to the Icelanders. 

Full appendices detail the 
ships involved* their commanding 
officers and their times on, station. 
The roles of long-range RAF 
aircraft and FAA helicopters are 
covered as well as the key RN 
surface ships, the RFA supply ships 
(also used as helicopter platforms) 
and the civilian-manned support 
tugs. 

The key political context is also 
provided to set the long struggle in 
its complete perspective. 


frigate Mermaid. 

Collisions occurred between 
Icelandic ship* and the protective 
tugs, and finally on December 
28 between Thor and HMS 
Andromeda. 

More collisions occurred the 
following year and in March, after 
serious damage to HMS Diomede* 
a policy was promulgated for 
frigates to avoid risking damage. 

British fishing in the disputed 
zone almost ceased and it looked 
as if the Icelanders had won. 

In May, however, the 'no 
damage^ policy was abandoned; 
perhaps the most intense phase of 
the long conflict ensued. 

Repeated collisions occurred. 
On May 7 Mermaid collided with 
BaLdur* Odinn and Gurkha came 
together four times and Falmouth 
and Tyr had a particularly bruising 
encounter with three contacts and 
both ships retiring hurt. 

On May 20 Salisbury and 
Augir had an extended 'joust 7 with 
two contacts and two days later 
three more collisions involving 
HMS Tartar* the training frigate 
Eastbourne and Leander, which 
was in collision with the newly- 
deployed gunboat Ver; serious 
damage was inflicted on both 
ships- 

This was the prelude to a final 
settlement which accepted the 
200-mile Limit with transitional 
quotas for the rest of the year. 


diplomatic pressure on the 
British. 

An agreement was finally 
concluded allowing certain British 
trawlers 130,900 tons per annum 
for two years and the British 
warships withdrew Ln November. 

The last and most bluer Cod 
War began at the end of 1975 
after the Icelanders extended 
their hshing Limit to 200 miles in 
October of that year. 

The war dragged on from 
November 25 1975 to June I 1976 
with a varied cast of 22 frigates., 
including the former Ghanaian 
presidential yacht commissioned 
into the Senior Service as the 
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Dominion over the 
fish of the sea../ 



The paths 
to victory 

KNOWLEDGE, as thay say, is 
power, clearly showo by John 
Blake’s latest delve into the 
archives for Charts of War 
{Conway, £30 ISBN 1-344S&- 
031 -0). 

Knowing where the enemy is 
- and how you car outflank him 
or his defences - is integral to 
victory In warfare. 

The definition of charts 
of war is somewhat loose; 
some of the maps are really 
artistic narratives (rather like 
the Bayou* Tapestry) such as 
(he ^ap* of (he Danish and 
Scottish invasion of England 
c.1350 

Other maps are detailed, 
accurate, scientific affairs 
drawn to scale with precise 
readings such as the one 
used by Nelson's fleet at 
Copenhagen in 1801. 

We commented on the 
author's previous work on 
maps of the British Isles ihat it 
was the most lavishly-produced 
book our offices had received 
in July last year. 

The same goes for the 
sequel, aided, of course, by 
some wonderfully ornate maps 
and diagrams. 

Taka a Dutch map of 
Cornwall and the Western 
Approaches from the late 
16th Century. It’s a less-than- 
accurate chad of the rugged 
coastline of 'Engelants Eyndf 
depicting ships skirmishing, 
treacherous rocks and, er, sea 
dragons and buxom nymphs 
with rather erect nipples (which 
may go some way to explaining 
why the Spanish Armada failed 
four years after the map was 
produced). 

An English map of the 
defeat of the Armada Is far 
less intricate, but remarkably 
accurate. 

This is by no means a book 
purely about sea battles in UK 
waters, however. 

The author has trawled I he 
archives of the world to follow 
the rise (and fall) of the Spanish 
empire, the struggle lor the 
New World, 'authentic plans’ 
from the struggles for Amehcen 
independence, and the maps 
which helped the HN to victory 
in its 30-year clash with the 
French which ended in 1815. 

A picture paints a thousand 
words; military historians would 
argue that battlefield maps do 
the same. 

The chart of movement by 
the /-fochseeffofte at Jutland 
is every bit as confusing and 
muddled as the baltie itself 
was, whereas the plans for 
Operation Neptune are as 
intricate and comprehensive 
as you might expect from 
the successful invasion of 
Normandy. 

The biggest surprise (apart, 
of course, for those who were 
there) is the inadequacy of the 
charts used by Ihe task force 
dispatched to the Falklands, 
which were based in some 
cases on data collected 150 
yeans earlier. 

And so it was that HMS 
Glamorgan thought she was 
bombarding Port Stanley from 
a safe distance thanks to 19th- 
Century maps. The charts were 
inaccurate; Glamorgan was not 
out of harm’s way. 

Perhaps the saddest thing 
this book demonstrates is that 
a great art has been lost. 

The maps of the i6lh and 
17th Centuries are more 
artography than cartography; 
compare them with (he 
incredibly functional maps used 
by Cdre Chris Craig during the 
First Gulf War and you realise 
that progress isn't everything. 
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a great deal 
to live up to../ 



LAST autumn, the rowing 
World Championships 
were held in Britain for the 
first time in 20 years. 

With fhc support of the 
RN, I had ilie great honour of 
representing our country in fmnt 
of the home crowd. 

It was my second World 
Championships j and my crew were 
die defending champion* after we 
won gold in Japan Last year. 

Great Britain ha? a fine tradition 
in die coxiest fours in which 1 
race: Sir Matthew Pinnent won his, 
fourth Olympic gold in Athens in 
this boat, Lind Sir Steve Redgrave 
won his fifth gold at the 2000 
games in Sydney. 

Since my crew was formed in 
2005 we have been conscious of 
this history. 

From the start* we have sought 
to continue the traditional 
dominance Great Britain has 
shown in this event. Treading in 
the footsteps of such legends is 
inspiring j, and gives us a great deal 
to live up to. 

In the process of winning the 
World Championships in Japan 
we were undefeated for the entire 
season. 

We knew that it would be a 
challenge to repeat this feat again, 
but we really wanted to do so- 

I trained hard against my 
tea mmates through the wiiiBer.The 
early-season serin of international 
regattas went well., and we went 
to the World Championships with 
our unbeaten record still intact. 

We progressed through to the 
final in a controlled manner and 
without any problems. 

Sitting at the start Line I felt great 
pride in wearing the red. white and 
blue of Great Britain and with the 
Union Jack on my chest, although 
I was nervous at the uncertainty of 
what was to come. 

But whilst the field was strongs 
I took confidence from the fact 
that we hadn't been beaten all 
year, and reminded myself that we 
bad beaten al l of our opponents in 
earlier races, 


In his first pre-Olympic 
‘diary’ rower S/Lt 
Peter Reed provides 
an insight into his 
preparations for the 
2008 Beijing games 


When the SRirt finally came, 
there was an immense feeling of 
power as the boat surged off the 
line. The perfect harmony you fed 
in a rowing boat when everyone 
is working in sync and driving 
together is exhilarating. When this 
was combined with die aggression 
unleashed by the adrenaline-rush 
of the hcK-ind-noWj the sensation 
of sheer speed 1 experienced is 
difficult to describe- 
After that fast start our boat was 
ahead at the 500m mark,, and it 
was a lead wc never gave up. 

It was a tight race K but we felt in 
control from that beginning all the 
way through to the finish line- 
When the l beep* to signify 
that our bows had Crossed the 
line finally came., the delight and 
excitement I felt was immense. 

We had won our 24th 
consecutive international race* 
and in front of our own supporters 
wc had defended our World 
Championship eitte- 
The support we got from the 
crowds throughout the week of the 
championships was astounding, ft 
was great to race in from of them. 

Such support is matched only 
by the support and encouragement 
I have had throughout my rowing 
career from the Royal Navy. For 
this I am extremely graceful] for I 
would not be a World Champion 
without it. 

It was an honour for tne to 
receive the titles of Royal Navy 
Sportsman and Combined 
Services Sportsman of the year 
2005 earlier ihis year and I am 
very proud to be representing the 
Services as well as my nation when 
I race. It's been a great year. 


m Setting the gold standard... Peter (second left) celebrates victory 
at fast year's Wortd Championships 
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Weather halts sails 


IT WAS the RAF’s turn to run this 
year’s Joint Service windsurfing 
championships and they chose 
Portland Harbour for the event, 

writes CPO Johnny ‘Whiskey‘ Walker, 
RN team manager. 

This year's contest incorporated the 
Inter-Service Team Championships, with 
the RN squad consisting of myself* WO I 
Dave Strudwick, Lt Paul Morris, Cdr Gerry 
North wood, Cdr Adrian Wallis and Mne Thor 
GustafTson. 

Also representing the RN in The Joint Service 
Championships were I.l Cdr Nie Dodd and, 
making his debut, Lt Rupert Fisher, 

On the first day, race officer Mike Roach 
set a box course which filled the north-west 
comer of The harbour. 

Thin put the right-hand side of the beat very 
close to the north shore, leaving competitors 
with a tricky call on where to join the starboard 
laylinc. 

The first option was to sail all the way to the 
right and do just one tack to get to the windward 
mark, which carried the risk of getting stuck 
in a hole under the clifTsj the second, more 
conservative, option of joining the starboard 
laylinc close to the mark guaranteed clean air 
but required three tacks. 

Four races were held on the first day in 
westerly winds gusting up to Force 6. 


The head of the fleet was dominated by 
Gareth Baker (Army) and Mark Thompson 
(RAF). 

Gareth was clearly the fastest man upwind, 
but Mark's racing experience allowed him 
to capitalise on Gareths tendency to overlay 
Marks 1 and 3. 

In the final race Mark made □ rare mistake 
and ran aground on a sand bar on the right of 
the beat while trying to lay the windward mark 
in one tack, handing victory to Gareth. 

The racing in the middle of the fleet was 
very close, sometimes too close- 

At the start of the third race, the rear 
commodore and his team captain had a coming 
together on the start line. 

I was leading Gerry down a starboard-biased 
line. With five seconds to go, 1 hardened up to 
cross the line. 

With Gerry concentrating on the committee., 
boat and his transit, he didn't spot this course 
alteration. When he turned round to focus on 
where he was going he had to take immediate 
action to avoid a collision. 

We ended up crossing the line as one 
with the front of Gerry's board somewhat 
unceremoniously parked underneath my rear. 
Unfortunately for Gerry my timing was off and 
we were both Over the line early. 

There was more misfortune for him as his 
bright pink hat easily identified him to the race 
officer and on return to the shore found he'd 


been disqualified from that race while I got 
away with it as my numbers were hidden by 
Gerry's sail! 

You can always Eeil when things are not 
going well for Paul Morris, as his shouting 
(which cunnoL be printed) is audible across the 
South. Coasf- 

And he had plenty to shout about on 
Saturday as he was forced to sail two races 
over-powered on his 11 -metre after he put 
his head through his nine-metre change 
down-sail, *vhich contributed to a below-par 
performance. 

Despite a [raumaiic morning rushing around 
at his first formula event, followed by a trip 
in the rescue boat post-kic failure* Rupert 
recovered his composure to complete two races 
and cake second place in [he newcomer section 
in some very testing condiuons- 

With the forecast predicting no prospect of 
racing on the second day, the pme-gmng was 
brought forward. 

The team were much improved on last year. 
Of particular note were Dave Strudwick and 
Adrian Wallis who both had brief spells in the 
top three. This resulted in a team performance 
which was good enough to take second place 
behind the Army* with the RAF third. 

Join! Service ChamptfMrthip Ha&uhi: 1 - Maj Garish flahoi 
[AmryK 2 — FH LI Mari* pKSfnjM.cn A - CPO Jofinnw 
walker (RMJ 

RN results: 1 - CPO JDMfiy Walker, 2 - LI Pari MGffis; 3 
- WOl Cave StJudwek 


Missed chances and African dances 


The FIN netball team left the gym 
at HMS Nelson for the sunshine of 
South Africa for an enlightening - and 
challenging - autumn tour, writes Lt 
1 Arty ? Shaw, team head coach, 

Tho first opponents were Stellenbosch 
Institute of Netball, coached by Sandra 
du Flessis who is a BA national coach and 
international netball advisor. 

A breakdown in communications meant 
that the RIM Open side played against their 
B team (losing 31-47) and the development 
side played their A team (losing 9-75), 

After a visit to Langa Township two 
matches against teams from the shanty 
town were lined up. The accompaniment to 
Hunch was uniques a three-piece drum and 
glockenspiel combo with a male vocalist 
performing a soprano JYessurr Domra was 
just fantastic. 

We felt very humbled when the learn 
arrived to pEay us and instead of the 
sponsored kit, Gucci sweat tops and top of 
the range trainers that we ail sported they 
were playing in outsized kit and shoes that 
they wore to school - in feci four women 
played barefoot. 

Instead of the scheduled two games, wc 
only played one as the township team were 
depleted. 

We won 41-16 and then presented the 
ladies wilh a signed match-ball, new bibs 
and various PR gifts - I think the bespoke 


RN netball plaque that we presented to 
them will be treasured but the lack of a 
clubhouse suggests that it may be hung 
somewhere quite obscure. 

The next fixture was against Breckenfel, 
en affluent club on the outskirts of Cape 
Town. 

The RN Open team played their A team. 
Poor shooting (a less than SO per cent 
Success rate across three shooters) meant 
that we lost 33-46. 

The development side then began their 
match end within the first quarter lost M A 
Sam Dugmore to a serious injury after she 
fell over. (A week in a cast and sling was 
her 'reward'J The team went on to lose a 
highly-competitive game 16-26. 

The tour then went on the road and span! 
a whole day travelling east until the squad 
reached Ouishom, 

After a day at a wildlife sanctuary, the 
netball resumed wilh clashes against I he 
local side who were gearing up fora major 
tournament - so they meant business. 

The development team played first and 
were very close to winning, showing huge 
commitment and tenacity. The score (27- 
29} belies how well they played. 

The Open side suffered, again, from 
indifferent shooting and lost 12-43, failing 
to score at all in the first quarter. 

Refusing to be browbeaten, the attack 
persevered and apart from not converting 


the chances they had they all played 
magnificently. 

Unfortunately we suffered another arm 
injury as SA Cam ilia Hodgson was squashed 
by her room mate whilst 'pole dancing" and 
spent the remainder of ihe tour in a sling 
with bruised bones. 

Following a day at an Elephant reserve, 
Mcnkeyworld and a relaxing three hours on 
the beach, the team moved to the township 
at New Horizons for the final two matches. 

Playing their best netball of the tour, 
both teams were triumphant (33-24 and 
33-13) against passionate and quite skilful 
opposition. 

With a large proportion of the township 
watching, a fog reminiscent of a John 
Carpenter film, car horns honking every 
time the hosts scored and dozens of 
barefoot children running on to the court 
to collect bugs and moths the whole affair 
seemed surreal - but it was an apt way to 
conclude an absolutely fascinating tour. 

Of ten matches played in South Alrica, 
four were won with 232 goals scored 
and 360 conceded. However with better 
shooting, the victory tally could have been 
seven. 

AH of the team played as much netball 
as possible and there were some notable 
successes - Camilla Hodgson playing well 
until her injury and Carla Blunt slaking a 
valid claim for 1 st team selection. 




















46 NAVY NEWS, JANUARY 2007 



SPORT 



Tributes 
to ‘Hodgy’ 

FELLOW rugby players have 
paid tributes to Royal Marine 
Craig 1 Hodgy’ Hodgklnson who 
died playing tile game lie loved 
for the RN. 

The 27-year-old green beret 
collapsed at the Dcvonpnrt 
Services ground as the KN took 
on Cornwall Cooney. 

The Scotsman was a regular 
for the Glasgow Hawks and 
found himself elevated to the 
Navy’s |$i XV in September, 
joining the squad on their tour of 
South Africa where they regained 
the Commonwealth Cup. 

During that tour L Hodgy 1 
confirmed his position as ihc 
RN’s first choice fly hnif; his 
performances earned him a 
cap with Lhe Commonwealth 
Barbarians team which played a 
Western Province Select 

H is skill on the held and his 
sense of humour und oulsULiidirLg 
attitude off it earned him the 
'best tourist" title in South Africa. 

'"Craig's death will impact 
our squad substantially - he was 
clearly a very strong candidate to 
win his first Inter-Services cap 
and probably become a name 
for the future, 11 Raid Cdr Mark 
Peller* 1st XV head coach. 

Hl He was clearly someone who 
lived around a "work hard, playu 
hard’ ethos and will be sorely 
missed by the RNRL r squad. 



Giving 110 per 
cent... at -5°C 



Onside with Capt Paul 
Cunningham , RNFA 


Diuted squash 
remains tasty 

A WATERED-down 
Inter-Command Squash 
championships did not mean 
a lessening of excitement for 
players or spectators at HMS 
Temerairo. 

Neither Scotland nor Naval 
Air Command were able to 
muster teams for the 2006 
event, leaving Portsmouth, 
Plymouth, the Royal Marines 
and Fleet to scrap for the 
trophy. 

Portsmouth's chances 
were bolstered by including 
the No.l - seeded airman in 
their team, LaEM Neil Martin 
(Sultan), but his arrival was 
tempered by the loss of Lt Cdr 
Graham Cooke (Nelson) to 
injury during his first match. 

For Plymoulh, the RNSRA 
president Admiral The Lord 
Boyce and chairman Capt 
David Langbridge were 
included in a four-man team 
who were all submariners- 

The Royals were without 
Capt Damien May (Culdrose) 
and Mne Dave Green (RM 
Chivenor) but were still strong 
while Fleet had current RN 
champion Lt Matt ENicott (Ark 
Royal) available for the last two 
matches. 

There was some very good 
squash played th rough out the 
competition and during |he final 
match of the day between Fleet 
and the Royal Marines. 

Although two matches were 
clear-cut wins for Fleet,, a third 
was a victory for the Royals 
alter P0(PT) Jason Wallace 
(Albion) had to retire hurt, the 
other two could have gone 
either way. 

One fell to Fleet the other to 
the RMs, giving Fieel a narrow 
victory and the championship 
for the second successive year. 

Admiral the Lord Boyce 
presented the Robin Bawlree 
trophy io the captain of the 
Fleet team Lt Cdr Robin Young 
and medals to the winners and 
runners up. 


CAPTAIN Scott called it 
the last place on earth'. 

He might have added; s .. r to 
hold a football match". 

But that didn't deter Lt Lee 
Evans from organising a match 
when he spied distinctive red 
goalposts emerging from the 
snow and ice as he piloted HMS 
Endurance's Lynx over Greenwich 
Island. 

Six, members of the ship's 
company, led by Lee and LPT 
fc Lcs‘ Dennis went ashore wearing 
kits provided by Premiership 
Pompey (the ship’s affiliated 
football team} with plenty of balls 
for a 15-minute kick-around- 

Upon landing the team found 
lhe goals were rather small, but 
at 02'27'S and 59*45'W it's the 
farthest south anyone has played 
the Sky TV Softer /LVf crossbar 
challenge. 

The pitch was buried beneath 
three feet of snow* ensuring the 
players spent as much time on 
ihcir faces as they struggled to 
stay upright. 

Still* the l ball boys’ enjoyed 
themselves. 

With lhe pitch by the water's 
edge and the sea temperature 
barely above freezing* the 
footballers were somewhat 
reluctant to relieve stray balls* so 
the seals were left with some new 
toys to play with... 

In rather warmer surrounds, 
the crew of HMS Enterprise 
played a very entertaining game 
against a competitive Gambian 
Armed Forces team (captained 
by their Chief of Defence Staff) 
in extremely hot and humid 
Conditions. 

From 3-0 down at the break, 
Enterprise fought back but were 
unable to make good the deficit, 
losing 5-4. 

At first* some fine finishing by 
the Gambian team* coupled with 
an inability by the survey ship to 
lake some good chances made for 
ihc flattering 3-0 score line. 

But, buoyed by the coaching 
staff of Lt "Johnny Geo’ Haynes 
and CPQ "Brum’ ALLgood at 
half time* the lads put in a gutsy 
performance. 

Goals from S/Lt "Ned’ Kelly, 


OM(HM) Jonah’ Jones, and 
CH "Whiskey 1 Walker plus the 
inspirational OM($R) ’Softwood' 
Wedge, ensured it was a game of 
two halves. 

As two certain goals were ruled 
offside* the scoreline should have 
been even beuer 
Now back to regular fixtures in 
the UK, . 

RN Seniors 1 RAF 0 (South and 
West Counties Cup) 

After a narrow 2-1 defeat against 
the Amateur Football Alliance two 
weeks previously* the Navy were 
Still seeking their first victory of 
the season. 

The opposition got off to a 
bright start and within the first 
five minutes the RN keeper Mne 
^Snaggs’ Whitehead was called 
upon to pull off two excellent 
saves. 

The RAF kept up the pressure 
and it was only poor finishing that 
stopped them taking the lead, 

In the 32nd minute - and against 
the run of play - Sgt Richie Hope 
made a penetrating run down 
the RAFs right flank* cut the ball 
back across the penalty area to an 
unmarked Cpl Si Bochenski, who 
struck the ball home. 

The RN came close to doubling 
the score ijusi before half time 
when a clear-cut chance was sent 
just wide of the post from five 
yards out* much to the disgust of 
Coach CFO(FD Paul Barton, 
The second half saw the 

RAF dominate a Jot of the early 
possession but they could not find 
the finishing touch. 

The Navy created chances 

of their own and from a deep 

inswinging corner Lt ’Bagsy' 
Baker beaded the ball back across 
goal and found Navy captain 
POPT Steve O’Neil whose effort 
rebounded off the post- 

With the match slipping 

■way from them, the RAF were 
desperate to find an equaliser and 


bombarded the Navy penalty area 
with high balls* but failed to create 
anyihing to worry the home team, 

FIN Seniors 0 English Fire 
Service 4 

Despite ihc disappointing 
scoreline* there were some 
positives to come out of this 
match, played in dreadful weather 
against stronger opposition. 
"Snags’Whitehead saved a penalty, 
Mne Jason O’Brien (CTCRM) 
had a good game in the centre of 
defence, and we were pleased to 
welcome Mne Jay Barton back to 
the side from operational dudes, 

RNUI&sl Kent 2 

On a large* heavy pitch* the 
U18s were looking to improve 
on their previous outing, with a 
performance that would make the 
new onlooking chairman of the 
RNFA proud. 

They succeeded* despite 
going down 2-4 they shewed 
determination and proved that 
bard work docs pay 

The first half started with 
captain OM Sam Stephens (HMS 
Campbeltown} having a great 
opportunity from the first comer 
of the game* which unfortunately 
went wide. 

The rest of the first half was a 
sight affair, where chances were at 
a premium. 

OM .Alan Rankin (HMS St 
Albans) went close before Kent 
broke the deadlock in the 30th 
minute* after a defensive lapse of 
concentration. 

The second half began well for 
the RN with all the team playing 
at a high tempo* culminating 
with OM Tom Newton (HMS 
Northumberland) going through* 
before being brought down for a 
penalty, which WE A Jamie Ritchie 
(HMS Gollingwood) put away, 
sending the keeper the wrong way. 

For the next 15 minutes the 
RN continued to push for ihcir 


second goal, without success, 
eventually running out of steam 
and conceding a second from a 
free kick. 

RN U21 s 0 Dorchester Town 4 

On a wet and windy night at 
Yeovilton* a catalogue of defensive 
errors produced an unflattering 
scoreline which did not reflect the 
commit moot shown by lhe RN 
team, Despite the score, coach 
WO Glen Young and his staff were 
encouraged that they are on the 
right path for the forthcoming 
IitEer-Servicc matches, 

RN Women 0 Plymouth Argyle 
Ladies 2 

Plymouth were the dominant team 
for most of this match and their fast 
forwards always posed a threat but 
Navy keeper Sid Lou Lee (HMS 
Liverpool) had an outstanding 
game and was responsible for 
keeping the shoreline at 0-0 at the 
interval. 

The opposition proved too 
strong in the second half and 
Argyle scored twice io run out as 
worthy winners. 

At the grass-roots level of the 
game, BRNC Dartmouth and 
HMS Excellent hosted children’s 
soccer days to encourage boys 
and girls of all abilities to enjoy 
football. 

At Dartmouth the children 
were given excellent coaching 
from Licensed FA coaches 
provided by the RN Football 
Coaches Association (RNFCA)* 
and returned home tired but very- 
excited after being presented with 
a football and drinks bottle from 
Torquay United representatives 
Stephen Reed and Jamie Atkins. 

At Excellent the event was 
organised and run by RNFA 
coach Rob Hallam who has 
recently completed his FA Level 
2 Coaching Qualification, and as 
a result has been successful in his 
application to join the coaching 
staff of the RN U3 8 development 
squad. 

The days were arranged as 
part of the RNFA's development 
programme which is supported by 
the FA 


BRNC master 
indoor seas 

HMS Sultan hosted a spirited 
RNRM indoor rowing 
championships with rhe BRNC 
Dartmouth crowned ultimate 
champions ahead of a fierce Royal 
Marine challenge. 

Green beret Shaun Hickson 
(CHFYeovilluil) proved tile 
fastest man with two uara 
over 2*000m in the over 30s* 
competition in 6m 18.8s. 

It obviously did not exhaust 
him* for he then took the one- 
minufre sprint title ahead of 
FO(PT) Dick Treacy und Mne 
Fortes^ who’d just picked up the 
m0 title, 

Cpl Henderson (RM Condor) 
completed a Royals' clean sweep 
in the heavyweight race, pipping 
last year's over 40s’ winner 
Lt Cdr Jules Stevenson to the 
trophy. 

'Ihc ladles* open title was lifted 
aloft by S.'Ll Bugg (BRNC) with 
CPO Mundy (Yeuvilton) the 
fastest rower among the more 
experienced ladies on 8m 14.4s. 

The lightweight races were 
cqualty-kccnly contested; 0G 
Thomson (BRNC) was die 
quickest man (he just missed out 
on a sub-seven-minute finish). 

BRNC Oust) managed to take 
the leim title, beating CHF to 
the line by under three seconds 
to be crowned champions. 

Throe days later several of the 
rowers, including Mne Hickson n 
were in action in Birmingham 
for [he British Indoor Rowing 
Championship*. 

1 [ickson finished in seventh 
place, fust hehmd Olympic 
hopeful S/Lt I > c:icr Reed. 

Peter was, noL surprisingly, the 
fastest Royal Navy man at the 
event taking sixth place with 5m 
53s. 

Peter was not the highest- 
ranked RN competitor on the 
day, however. 

That honour went to the 
evergreen VTO 3 J au I Wintnn who 
managed fourth place in the over 
50s 1 -category, which puts him in 
with a good shout of a medal at 
the World Championships next 
month. 

CFO Debs Halleir flew in from 
Lisbon to finish eighth in the 
ladies' U45s* breaking ihc cighi- 
minute barrier in doing so, 

Given the strength of the 
sport* the first GS Indoor Rowing 
Championships will be hosted 
by HMS Nelson on January 17, 
featuring individual and crew 
racing. 

Details from Lt Kev Anderson 
on <1380 28774. 

Marines fight 
Brum's finest 

TWO Royal Marines were in 
action for a Combined Service 
boxing select side against 
Birmingham City (not the 
footballers), under the tutelage 
of POEPTji 'Q‘ Shillinglord 

With civvy street looming, 

'O' has handed over the reins 
of the RN team, but has kept 
his hand in at the CS level, 
continuing as the head coach. 

He put a mix of novice, 
intermediate and international- 
standard fighters in the ring. 

Mne Matthew Jack (75kg) 
lost an entertaining bout 
against Dean Bond to a 
majority decision, but got warm 
applause from the crowd. 

Fellow green beret Mne 
Aaron Bed-ward faced the tail 
Lee Hawkins. In anolher good 
fighi, Hawkins used his superior 
reach and knowledge to out¬ 
point the Royal. 

BBI the biker 

51 Continued from back page 

As an incentive* his brother, 
Tony* a former Royal Marine 
who emigrated to the USA and 
competes, to i high standard in 
circuit racing there, has stated his 
intention of competing alongside 
him in next year’s race. 

With two such competitive 
brothers racing, prepare to watch 
the lap records crumble. 
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RN power 
Lions to 
victory 

FIVE RN and RM players helped 
guide a NATO Lions squad to 
victory over ibeir L auld enemy 3 
- CUS Napoli. 

It was a fine autumn day for 
a contest of rugby in Italy, a 

content overseen by first-time 
referee Mai John Clare KM, 

Th.c lions set their usual high 
standard with the first try of the 
game within 20 minutes thanks to 
Jake Stratton with a well-worked 
driving maul. 

CCS Napoli stepped up a 
gear and responded with an 
unconverted try of their oven 
shortly after. 

Willi just minutes left of the 
first half* I.inn's talisman* Dan 
Kemp burrowed llirough CUS 
Napoli's strong defence to score 
the home leanta second try of the 
morning with substantial support 
from the Lions. Rollm converted, 
taking the score to 12-5 as the 
whistle blew. 

The second half starred with 
some st unning play by Lt Ed 
Grey KN, following some well- 
worked moves ordhentrated by 
Craig Farrington, as he flew up 
the wing to CUS Napoli's line. 

Unfortunately, Ed took a blow 
to the ribs when tackled before 
he could reach die line, bringing 
his game to a premature end but 
allowing veteran Charlie Lambert 
to step into his place. 

Sadly* CUS*s only response 
to the Lions' dominance was to 
illegally hamper play* but this 
did not detract from the Lions* 
determination and 20 minutes 
into the second half, the pressure 
paid oft" as the Lions' powerful 
centre Derek Jump crossed the 
line in the corner. 

His well-taken try was 
converted by fly half Roller giving 
the NATO Lions a safe 14-point 
lead* much to the indignation of 
their opponents. 

Unfortunately the referee 
was forced to stop play several 
minutes shy of full-time as CDS 
Napoli (already on the receiving 
end of two yellow and one red 
card) attempted to dissolve the 
game into a melee, ensuring that 
the Lions won a moral and points 
victory with a final score of 3 9-5- 

The team are keenly looking 
forward to the arrival of the HMS 
Gloucester side after a recent 
well-contested game against 
HMS York 


• Lf John Parker assess his marksmanship during the Household 
Cup contest at Buckingham Palace 

Shooting in the 
Palace grounds 


ONCE the sport of kings it was. 
perhaps fitting that RN archers 
contested "lltc Brigade of Guards 
Household Gup in the grounds of 
Buckingham Falncc- 

St Dunstan\ the charity for 
blind former Servicemen and 
women invited the three ±Armrd 
Forces to compete for the cup> 
alongside a team mustered by the 
charity. 

Hie time allowed for die shoot 
was tight - not helped by a 20- 
minute delay getting through 
palace security. 

Once die archers drew their 
bows, however* the competition 
was tierce with only a few arrows 
missing their targets and landing 
in die plush palace lawns. 

The handicap-adjusted scores 
gave die Household Cup to Sc 
Dunslan's (5,862 pts)i the RN 
were runners-up on 5„780 ? with 


die Army just four points behind 
and the' RAF (the Per Ardua 
Archcry Society) nudged into 
fourth on 5*741. 

In the individual non-handicap 
event, soldiers L*‘Gpl Lee Miller 
and Reg Press both scored 657. 
LGH Andrew While Look third 
place with 654 b just ahead of the 
PLAF'S Sgl Jamie Fowler. 

Unusually for Service sports* 
archery lias always encouraged 
strong association membership by 
retired personnel and dependants. 

The teams contesting the Inler- 
Service competition comprise four 
serving members shooting recurve 
bows, with a parallel competition 
for association members. 

For the Buckingham Palace 
event, however, the clubs mixed 
up their membership to provide 
a team of sis Lo represent their 
Service. 


All ready for Atlantic rowing record 


FOUR Royal Marines set out to break a 16-year 
French record Ibis month as they attempt to row 
Ihe Atlantic in under 35 days and eight hours, 

RM reservists Dorn Mee, Pete 'Birdy' Bird, Ed 
James and Tom Ftendeil are due to leave the 
Canaries on January 1 0. 

If cendilicns are favourable then the team, 
rowing in pairs for 12 hours each a day, expect to 
arrive in (he Caribbean 3,000 miles laier around 
mid-February, hopefully breaking a record set 
in 1992. 

The rowers will burn an estimated 10,000 
calories a day (four times ihe normal rate of an 
adult male), and raise money with each stroke 
for the children's charity Barn ado's. 


The green berets have been training for the 
race - known as the 'Blue Riband of ocean 
rowing 1 - for Ihe past 13 months, including 
practice rows from London to Paris via the 
Thames, Channel and Seine, 

The final bout of training Involved work on 
boats, bikes, kay&ks and surfboan^s, as well as 
time in the gym, before their boat was shipped 
to La Palma in the run up to Christmas in 
preparation for the record-breaking attempt. 

Dom is a regular in these pages having 
attempted to row the Pacific and cross the 
Atlantic in a kite-powered boat. 

You can follow the team's progress at www, 
domnraee.co.uk 


ROWER Peter Reed isn’t 
the sole sailor with eyes 
on an Olympic medal, 

Lts Felix Carman and Richard 
Ldddlc and PG Mark San train 
quite fancy one too - but they 1 ]] 
have to wait until 2010 for a 
crack* 

Tin: trio are in training for the 
bobsleigh nt the 2010 Winter 
Games in Vancouver. 

And it was to Canada that the 
sleighers went to practise on the 
course of the 1988 Olympics. 

Not surprisingly the mile- 
long track at the Olympic Park 
provided the experience the team 
needed after six months' training 
in the warmer (wdl> !=Lomctimcs) 
surroundings of Bath University. 

The three took it in rums ^ 
driver and brakeman in a two- 
man bobsleigh* hurtling down the 
Calgary track. 

The RN hopefuls - Felix is a 
warfare officer in HMS Cornwall, 
Mark is an aircraft technician at 
Yeovilioa, where pilot Richard 
is also based — joined the British 
Army's ice camp. Exercise 
Icebreaker. 

They were coached by Olympic 
bronze medalist C/Sgt Sean 
Clsson, who picked up his 'gong 1 
at the 1998 games in japan. 

H lt*s exhiiararing every time 
you go down the track half 
amazing , half terrifying,'* said 
Felix. 

'’Although you're in control 
of the sled h you know that the 
smallest mistake could have really 
serious. consequences." 

And one mistake did. Felix and 
Mark's sled overturned at 70mph, 
but fortunately the pair were not 
injured, 

“I've flown jetHj but the speed 
and acceleration of a bobsleigh 
are second to none. I've never 
experienced anything like this 
while flying*" said Richard. 

More details on the 
bobsleighing - and other RN 
win ter sports - at www.rnwsa. 
com 


• 77ie ice men runneth... “Two of the HN's 2010 Olympics hopefuls race down the Calgary track 


TH E US Marine Corps were 
beaten in their own race by a 
six-sErong team of RN runners on 
the streets of America’s capital. 

A winning streak in the 
L’SMC Marathon extending 
almost a decade was extended 
further thanks to the efforts of 
RN runners, who held on to the 
Challenge Cup. k was a close-run 
thing* however... 

Six male RN athletes headed 
across the Pond, plus three 
female runners. 

Lt Cdr Dai Roberts (current 
Inter-Service marathon 
champion) was the first sailor 
home in LSih place on 2h 34rn. 
He was quickly followed by CpI 
Brian Cole (2h 38m - 27 th) 
and 1 j O PeieWaumsley {2b 39m 
- 29th). 

The combined times of the 
first three runners to cross the 
Line determine who wins the 
Challenge Cup, the RN won by 
two minutes. 

Defeat was a particular blow 7 
for tile American** this year they 
employed a professional coach. 

“It wa$ still all in vainf observed 
PO(AWT) Waumsky (HMS 
Raleigh). 

The cup has been fought over 
since 1978, with victories 21-8 in 
the RNV favour. 

The Americans did, however* 
score a victory in the ladies 
trophy (which has been Rising 

for five year*}. In a personal best 
(ascribed* apparently to her 
"super pants'), I.L Zoe Rooke 
did extremely well to finish in 
3b 21 m {4hth place). PG Heidi 
Winn £3h 45m) and Lt Cdr 
Jennifer Jcnks ( Hi 9m> completed 
the ladies 1 team. 

We shouldn 1 ! gloul too much in 
these pages, however, "lire Yanks 
do hold the Warriors Across the 
Sea trophy, the prixe each year 
for the re-match event between 
the USMC and RN* run during 
the Plymouth Half Marathon. 
There's a chance lo snatch the 
cup back m May. 


AND you thought it was just a 
Hollywood movie. 

No. dodge ball is a ‘real’ 
sport (well, form of physical 
exercise) and to prove it, 
the good folk of HMS Ocean 
created their own court by 
lowering the aft aircraft lift 
slightly. 

Twenty-five teams 
competed in the inaugural 
dcdgcball championships on 
the helicopter earner as she 
returned from West Africa at 
the end of her Vela deployment. 
As the name suggests, the 
aim is to avoid being struck by 
balls hurled at you; the team 
with the last man or woman 
standing wins. 

Perhaps unsurprisingly, the 
green berets of B Company RM 
proved the toughest and most 
agile opponents in the African 
heat to lift the inaugural trophy. 

* Do you ever get ffre feeling 
someone's out to got you? 
A player attempts to avoid a 
barrage of bails during HMS 
Ocean's inaugural dodgebail 
championships 

Prclune: la;K not) Ray Jon®*. HMS Ocean 


Ocean grab life by the balls 


b . 


* 


The thrill of the dhill 


US Marines 
shaken to 
the Corps 
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Next month 



Descension 
on Ascension 
- mid-Atlantic 
with the Sub 
Aqua Club 



Shawbury 
fields forever 
- training 
tomorrow’s 
pilots today 



’ello ’Ansome 
- meet 
Cu Id rose’s 
feathered 
friends 


Plus 

Lyme-light 
- completing 
the last of 
the new RFA 
landing ships 

And 

Eastern Echo 
- in Hong 
Kong with the 
survey ship 



SPORT 



# Punch and duty... An 1 in your face’ Jbtotv from Junior Amateur Boxer of the Year George Groves, 
watched by Combined Services' boxing coach POfPJ) J Q r Shiiiingford 

Pidurtt: POiWYAl Marie DPH'Naiy) Wlv1e*ia0 


Bill joins the 
biking elite 



* Heavy metai thunder... C pi Caiiteter races around the fate of 

Man fanes 


BILL Callister is the 
fastest Royal Marine on 
two wheels, after the 
motorcyclist lapped the 
world-famous mountain 
course of the Isle of Man 
at an average speed of 
1ii ( 77mph, 

Currently deployed with 
UKLF CSG to Afghanistan, Bill, 
a native qf the Isle of Man and 
race secretary of the Royal Navy 
Motorcycle Club;, only started 
racing at the beginning of .2004, 
defying all preconceived notions 
in gaming hi* national Licence 
within two years, allowing him to 
follow his dream of racing at the 
Manx Grand Pris, 

In 2005 he entered both the 
newcomers and ultra-Light weight 
classes on two different bikes, 
posting average race speeds 
of 96.87mpti and 99,5 Jmph 
respectively, but dropping frqm 
Sth to 21st in the newcomer 
category after his exhaust fell off 
three times. 

In 2006 he returned* brimming 
with confidence and riding a 
different motorcycle. 

He prepared we]] for this 
year's race, graining much needed 
experience at several rounds 
during the year* including one* the 
Southern 100, on the international 
stage. 

Piloting his Honda GRR&0ORR 
in both the junior and senior races* 
Bill smashed his previous personal 
record, posting an average race 
speed of 109.78mph, and a fastest 
average lap speed qf 111 .?7:mph. 

In the senior raccj up against 
a significant number of larger 
capacity and more powerful 
machines* Bill raced his way to 
23rd place out of a field of 67 
finishers* placing hirn alongside 
such modern toad racing greats as 


Maria Costello and Ian Loughcr. 

In view of his performance he 
w&s awarded a miniature of the 
senior trophy for his results in 
both the junior and senior races* 
an honour given only to those few 
who finish within ten per cent of 
the speed of the first place racer. 

The Manx G P h the H I ittle brother" 
and national version of the famous 
international level Isle ofManTT* 
uses the same notoriously difficult* 
bumpy* twisty and dangerous 
37,7>-milc mountain circuit held 


on public roads* and taken over 
four Lips a true endurance race 
tor both man and machine* with 
riders taking the 150-mile race 
often at speeds well in excess of 
IGQmph. 

With a power increase and 
further development planned, Bill 
has vowed to return this year. 

Every year he sets himself new 
goals* the corporal insists he wnll 
break the 114m ph barrier next 
time. 

|fl! Continued on page 46 


Pub laUed by Navy Miwi, HMS Nb iCfl, PbflSrl biJlh, Arid pr -ittd by St hrta (An^bvArl pte. 


Navy and civvies 
hand in glove 

MAW boxers have clinched a five-year deal with England's top 
boxers in a bid to promote the sport at grass-roots ievei. 

The HN and PM will work fist-in-fist with the Amateur Boxing 
Association to develop youth and community boxing across 
England (where there are an estimated 30,000 fighters training in 
more than 650 clubs) and at the same time promote the Senior 
Service and careers on offer. 

Commonwealth Games gold medallist Frankie Gavin* Stephen 
Smith and bronze medallist James L Ghunky" Degale headed 
to the gym at HMS President London's Royal Naval Reserve 
headquarters, to line up with the cream of RM boxing talent and 
reveal the new deal. 

"This is the first time the Rn and RM have established links with 
youth boxing and the ABA, so it is a very exciting development for 
us," said Capt Chris Alcook, 

4l lt demonstrates our commitment to developing grass roots 
sport by sponsoring showpiece Junior competitions and raising 
awareness of career opportunities."' 
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* GR? Hamers operate from HMS ttfuslnaus dunng 
Exercise AquHaOS in t he Arabian Sea duong April 

PWiw. LAPl^i Mta Hiindv 


♦ Drummers from the Commando Training CenTre 
Royal Marine s Band perform at a Seafarers UK Concert 

m Right; The Lynx helicopters of the Black Cats 
display team perform at RNAS Yeovtiton in May as seen by 
LAfFfrot;! Paul A'Barrow 

# Bolow: Sapors from HMS Northumberland tafce the 
opportunity to cool off white the ship was heading to the 
Untied States In May 


m Left: The shadow of HM$ Lancaster's Merlin , pictured in Apht 

# Right: LA (Phot) Ray Jones calefies Soa Kings from HMS Ocean cre¬ 
ating their own i version of Bonfire Night off the coast of Africa during 
Exercise Vela. The aircraft were practising firing decoy ftares 

m Below: Sea Kings from $45 and $46 NAS leave Yeovihon for the 

LebarrOO frl doty Am a f*rw* 


# Lett: Tho ships of the Hydrographic Surveying Squadron pictured i 

LAfPhof) Dave Husbands in June off Devon 1 

* Proof: Royal Marines from 45 Commando's Whskey Company Group on . 
operation to protect the town of Gereshk in Afghanistan from the Tafthan '■ 














































2006 A X AVAL RETROSPECTIVE isi 




• Above; Royat Mannas sweep ashore tn a 

raiding craft during Exercise Ite/a off Africa 
in Dcfofrer Pkxuh- lajP^i Siubh&y SiubtwfiR 

# Right WOfPhot) (an Arthur photographed 
ships of NATO aities berthed on f he Clyde 
fn Octobet before 1he large-scale Exercise 
Neptune Warner oft the coasf of Scotland 


• An otiicof concentrates on the bridge winy of 
HMS Liverpool as the type 42 dosfroyof comes 
aiongside at East Cove r Mere Harbour it r the 
Faiktands /fl March tj. Mmi'Wdy 





























Lk tfHie A NAVAL RETROSPECTIVE 



■ Nuclear hunter-kilter HMS Spartan sailed from Fastens for the test time in January when the veteran S-boat was decommissioned 

PtehF*. UJFlK^i Suan Duuglm IFRPUINK^ 


# CPO Colin Reynolds flies the 
flag for the Royal Navy In Ihc 
Royal Australian Navy Alpine 
championships in August - CPO 
Reynolds was on Exercise Long 
Look Pi-tim PQ .Frm Bo^nS HWi,i 


■ HMS Montrose oh patrol in the Northern Gulf ever New Year in 2006 


PidLrc. L^yPix’tt Owrm ^nVj 


F>- 




# HiVfS Exeter in Norwegian waters in March, as seen by LA(Phol) Ray Jones on board HMS Ocean; boffr 
ships were involved in Exercise Cold Response 2006 


• Two more departures from the Clyde: PQfPhol J Tam McDonald captures Trident submarine HMS 
vanguard heading for trials in March while LAfPhut) J J Massey was there to record HMS 
Brockiesby's permanent departure for her new home port of Portsmouth in July feiwvej 


# A dazzling light show was part of the 
launch party for HMS Clyde in Portsmouth 
in August p„ h,, . |A;Ph :>1 ^% Wi3 ■ nr* iFRPU,£ji 




















































































